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State Anniversary
Gives City Reason
To Show History

The 200th anniversary of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky is giving
the City of Louisville reason to show
off its own history.

With the openings of the Kentucky
Derby Festival, with the famed race
celebrating a centennial of its own,
Louisville will kick off its "Summer of
Seventy-four- " celebrations.

Historic tours, restoration projects,
and educational and festive events for
Kentuckians and visitors to enjoy will
be a part of the summer-lon-g

programs.
Major events in the offing include

the following:

"Kentucky Derby Festival" - The 100th
Run for the Roses will be the focal point of
the weeklong festivities including the annual
Pegasus Parade, April 26-M- 4, Sponsor
Kentucky Derby Festival Committee.

"Bicentennial Exposition of Kentucky
Business & Industry" - Associated
Industries of Kentucky will sponsor a two

100th Running

A mere coincidence, but it couldn't
have worked out better if it had been
planned that way!

While Kentucky celebrates her
Bicentennial, Louisville can contribute
to the festivities the 100th running of
the world's most famous horse race -t-

he Kentucky Derby.
Irvin S. Cobb has given the most

colorful, memorable definition of just
what the Run for the Roses is. When
asked to describe the Kentucky Derby,
the celebrated writer replied:

'Never Seen Nothln
"If I could do that I'd have a larynx

of spun silver and the tongue of an
annointed angel. But if you can
imagine a track that's like a bracelet of
molten gold encircling a greensward
that's like a patch of emerald
velvet. . .all the pretty girls in the
state turning the gradstand into a
brocaded terrace of beauty and color
such as the hanging gardens of
Babylon never equaled, .'.all the
assembled sports of the nation going
crazy at once down in the
paddock. . .the entire colored
population of Louisville and environs
with bne'v6lce' tagging' some' entry to "

come on and win. . .and just yonder
in the yellow dust the gallant kings
and noble queens of the kingdom, the
princesses royal, and their heirs
apparent to the throne, fighting it
out. . .each a symphony of satin coat
and slim legs and panting
nostrils. . .each a vision of courage
and heart and speed. . .each topped
as though with some bobbing gay
blossoms by a silken-cla- d

jockey. . .but what's the use? Until
you go to Kentucky and with your
own eyes behold the Derby, you ain't
never been nowheres and you ain't
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day exposition of the state industrial and
commercial community's progress over a
two hundred year span. In addition to
business exhibits, plans include square
dancing, historical tableaux, essay contests,

bicycle races and
entertainment. The Belvedere will be
decorated to represent early Louisville, with
a replica of the gates of old Fort Nelson as
an entrance. The public will be admitted
free to the exposition. April y 4.

"Children's Week" - Jefferson County
school children will be invited to participate
hi events of this week. Plans include tours of
the riverfront and Main Street areas each
day, followed by participatory events on the
Belvedere involving the city's heritage. Each
evening during the week will be devoted to
performances by groups of young people in
the area. These evening events will be
scheduled early enough to allow young
people to be home at an early hour.
Saturday, May 25 will be devoted to a
"Children's Festival" on the Belvedere with
exhibits, games, events and entertainment
designed with children in mind. May 20-2- 5.

"Bluegrass-Countr- y Festival" - This
week will be devoted to the
Bluegrass-Countr- y heritage in Kentucky.
There will be exhibits all week, with
entertainment scheduled throughout each
day and evening. Plans include square
dancing, fiddlers' contests, etc. The week
will be climaxed by the Bluegrass Music

Festival, sponsored by Louisville Central
Area. May 28-Ju- 2. Belvedere.

never seen nothin."
A bit overstated, perhaps, but in

the year of the race's centennial, such
hyperbole might be excused.

First Running
The first running of the Kentucky

Derby took place at Churchill Downs
on May 17, 1875, before a crowd of
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RAIL BIRDS' cheered at the 40th

about 10,000. There were no twin
spires landmarking the Downs then.
In fact, the small clubhouse stood on
what is now the backside of the track!

Aristides, bred by Price McGrath at
McGrathiana Stud outside Lexington,
stood 15.1 hands high (about four
inches to a hand). He was one of the
smallest horses running in that race,
and the following reprint from the
Spirit of The Time, May 22, 1875,
gives a recount of the running:

""The Kentucky Derby, the great
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"Heritaee Food Exoo" - Exhibition
Enterprises tentatively plans a "Heritage

Foods Expo" on Sat 1, at the Gait

House. It anticipated that the event will

include a buffet dinner involving courses
various countries, with entertainment

provided by members of ethnic
communities in Louisville. The dinner will

be subscription.

"Sing Out - week will

feature all possible participation by vocal

music groups in Louisville, including

amateur and professional groups. Plans

include to climax the week the
appearance of a major musical star in

concert. June Belvedere, other
locations.

"Sports Week" - A week long emphasis
on sports in Louisville, with participation by

sports groups of all ages. Tentative plans
include an "illuminated regatta" involving

pleasure owners on the Ohio River.

There will be competition and spectator
events throughout the week. Organizations
sponsoring sports already scheduled
will be included in plans. Events will range

from archery competition to basketball.
5.

"Heritage Weekends" - A series of
heritage weekends will highlight the
contribution of various ethnic groups to the
community. The purpose of two day

is to present to the public an exciting
and entertaining picture of how each

racing event of the meeting, and one
which has created deep interest
throughout the country, in view of the
important bearing upon the prospects
of future great events, was the second
race .... Of the forty-tw- o entries in
the race, fifteen to the post.
This was a magnificent field of
three-year-old- s, the majority of them

w

Courtoy R, G. Potter
Derby, 1914, as Rosebud won!;

having been winners. The betting
showed McGrath's entries - Aristides
and Chesapeake - to be the favorites
in public estimation. . . .Chesapeake,
from his successful running at
Lexington, was generally thought to
be the of the McGrath
stable, especially as Aristides had been
cut up badly in the Phoenix Hotel
Stakes at that meeting, owing to the
fearfully heavy state of the course.

"The horses got off at the first
attempt, Chesapeake being one of the
last to get away. Volcano made the
running, closely attended by Verdigris,

While people are paying $300 to $400 for microwave ovens, here's one
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Participating group has contributed to the

iy since their migration. Groups will
Program their weekend to include exhibits
of history, crafts, costumes, business,
famous food and
entertainment Groups expected to program
weekends include members of the Irish,
Julian, German, Black, Lebanese, Greek and

American communities. June 22-2-

July 13-1- 4, 20-2- 1, 27-2- 8, Aug. 3--4, 10-1- 1.

Belvedere.

"Arts and Crafts Festival" - The
louisvflle Bicentennial in
cooperation with the Kentucky Guild of
Artists and Craftsmen, Inc., wifl sponsor a
major, juried Arts and Crafts Festival at
Trevilian Park. There will be
and sales of crafts associated with "cottage
industries" in this area. will
include folk musicians and singers. Emphasis
wfll be placed on the heritage that people in
this area enjoy as descendants of pioneer
tock that used these crafts to provide

necessities and comforts. n artists
wiU participate in he Festival Admission to
the Festival: $1.00 for adults, $.50 for
children. Admission will include aQ exhibits
and entertainment. July 4-- 7.

"Old Fashioned Labor Day Weekend" --
U is the intention of the Louisville
Bicentennial to use Labor Day weekend as
an opportunity to highlight the contribution
made to Louisville by the groups that
"built" Louisville. Included will be the Main

Aristides, and the rest well
together, a length or two behind. (At
the mile, Aristides took the lead.) The
tremendous pace had already told a
tale upon the field, which was now
strung out a hundred yards behind.

and Enlister being
in the rear. Aristides

was steadily increasing his lead,
Howard having taken a steadying pull
on Volcano for a final effort.

"At the head of the stretch stood.
Mr. McGrath, who waved to (O.)
Lewis, the rider of Aristides, to 'go
on,' and he at once obeyed

by loosing his pull on his
horse's bridle. Half way home,
Volcano came with a determined rush,
but Aristides stalled off the challenge
in gallant style, and went over to score
a winner of the first Kentucky Derby
by a length from Volcano, with
Verdigris third in 2:37, the fastest
time ever made by a three-year-o- ld at
the distance. Bob Wooley was fourth
and Ten Broeck fifth. Searcher, from
whom so much was expected, never
showed in the race.
Value of the stakes $3,100; of which
20O goes to the second horse."

First Derby Mad 'Magnificent Field'
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CAN YOU PICTURE this fort, looking north from Seventh and Main Streets,
which wsj the second settlement on the shore of what is now Louisville? Fort
Nelson was surrounded by an eight-foo- t moat and tall, picketed fence for
protection of the early settlers.

Street Festival, held last summer and an old
fashioned Labor Day celebration with
picnics, parades, and speeches. Aug.
2. Belvedere, Main Street, Mall.

"French Fortnight" - Dates for this have
not been set. It will be a major focal point
of the celebration in Louisville. Plans call
for participation by all segments of the
community, with special events geared to a
French theme. Downtown.

"Salute to the Arts" - Louisville Central
Area will again sponsor the "Salute to the
Arts" involving the cultural groups and

"Louisville Panorama" (page 62)
gives this account of the city of 1854:

Street was the principal
shopping street, exclusively retail.
Fourth Street (later called Fourth
Avenue) was residential south
of Jefferson. . . .Main Street was the
wholesale street - actually one of the
most important commercial streets in
America at that time. Broadway (also
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organizations In Louisville. Sept. 16-2- 8.

Downtown.
"Food Expo" Kentucky Restaurant

Association will sponsor food tatting
exposition at the Gait House. Restaurants
will sponsor booths featuring their
specialties. Sept.

Unless otherwise stated, the sponsor for
"The Summer of Seventy-four- " events is the
Louisville Bicentennial Corp.

(Dates may be changed for
events. Watch local papers for Bicentennial
announcements.)

called Prather) the 'outskirts' and
the widest and most beautiful street in
the city, which in 18SS exended sic
south to Street. The eastern
limits of the city were Cave Hill; in the
west, Portland; on the of
course, the river. .... The worst
feature of the Louisville
MUD and series of ponds and

in the very streets."

In 1854
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