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If ever a man could deservedly be
called the Grand Patriarch of
Kentucky, that man would be a most
singular individual by the name of Dr.
Christopher Columbus Graham.

Yet few Kentuckians today have

ever heard of this truly amazing
gentleman who, for a full century,
lived perhaps the richest, most
complete life of any American citizen
of his time or any time.

Born in 1784 near Danville, in a

fort called Worthington's Station,
Graham was the first white child to be

brought into the world in the dark and
bloody ground of Kentucky.

At one time or another during a

lifetime that spanned a full 100 years,
Graham was a flatboatman,
steamboatman, soldier and officer, a

While Kentucky, though generally
considered a "Southern" state, did not
secede from the Union at the outbreak
of the Civil War, the state was a

"house divided," with sympathies
lying with both the northern and
southern causes.

Whatever the reasons for her opting
out of secession - one historian says a

state which had been "nurtured by

Henry Clay, should have looked
askance at such a radical and
revolutionary measure" - opposition
to slavery was not one of them.
Kentuckians were not opposed to
slavery, though the system did not
have as much hold here as farther
south.

In his "History of Kentucky,"
Samuel M. Wilson traced slavery in the
state almost back to its first
settlement, "for Boone tells of a slave

being killed by Indians in 1775, and a

census of llarrodsburg in 1777 gives

nineteen slaves in that backwoods
capital. . . .the first Federal census
shows 1 1 ,830 in Kentucky."

1860 Census
By 1860 the census shows 225,483,
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surgeon of soldiers, a and
of great reknown, a skilled

physician, farmer, horticulturist, civil

woodsman, mineralogist and
naturalist, and a world traveler at a

time when a visit was
a major undertaking.

In Three Wars

A participant three wars - 1812,
Black Hawk and - Graham
could boast of his correspondence with
the most distinguished of
Europe.

He authored several books and was

a contributor newspapers
and periodicals.

But an even greater renown arose

from the famed acquaintances he

made in his younger years, for
was a contemporary and friend and

Emancipationists 'Cast
or about one slave to every five whites.

writes "as a matter
of fact the number of slaves

Kentucky at any time gives little
indication of the interest of the
in must be taken of
their distribution as well. In 1860
there were but slave-owne- in

the state and the number was

practically the same as ten years
indicating that the spread of

slavery, like slavery itself, was

practically at a standstill. At the most
only about one family in six owned
slaves. Moreover, of the

in Kentucky owned but
one slave, and over half of them
owned less than five. Only
owned more than fifty slaves each.
These last show that there was
very little in the way of a plantation
system in Kentucky, and, showing,
points the reason why had such
a hold on the people"

Even the late 1700s in Kentucky
emancipationists were active, but it
was not until after 1830 that two of
the most aggressive came the fore --

James G. Birney and Cassius M. Gay,
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companion of men now shrouded in
the mist of legend, yet who
exemplified Kentucky history: the
Boone brothers - Daniel and Squire,
Simon Kenton, Benjamin Logan,
George Rogers Clark, Issac Shelby and
James Knox.

An even more impressive fact was
Graham's involvement with the
Lincoln family.

Witnessed Wedding
The wedding record of Tim and

Nancy Hanks Lincoln records
Christopher Columbus Graham as one
of the witnesses. And as a frequent
visitor to the Lincoln family's modest
log cabin near Elizabethtown, he
helped teach the young Abraham to
read.

Graham's roots were deeply

Few Votes'
kinsman of Henry Clay.

A Handful
Still, according to Wilson, 'The

emancipationists in Kentucky before
the Civil War never numbered more
than a handful of people. They made
much noise and exhibited great
enthusiasm but they cast few
votes. . . .It must be said of it, that it
was a movement for gradual
emancipation and for emancipation
with compensation. There was never at
any time any sentiment in Kentucky
for such an as was
provided for by the thirteenth
amendment."

Wilson tends to color
his factual accounts with his own
personal analysis, as the following
comments indicate (and permit us an
insight not only into Kentucky
history, but also into the literary
license of early historians):

"The question often recurs why
Kentuckians favored slavery if slavery
was unprofitable, and the slave-owner- s

so few. The best explanation, perhaps,
is that the Kentuckians were a laissez
faire people, disinclined to uproot an
institution that was established. . .
Kentuckians have never developed a

talent for managing their own affairs;
they have never taken kindly to the
professional reformer. As for the
slaves, Kentuckians wasted very little
sentimental sympathy on them. They
gave scant attention to abstract evils,
and they noticed very little concrete
evil in slavery as it was practiced in
Kentucky. Slavery was very mild in its
application and it is quite possible that
more Kentuckians envied the slaves for
their certainty of subsistence, than
pitied them for their condition of
bondage."
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Occasionally,

imbedded within the origin of
Kentucky. His father, James Graham,
a native of Scotland, was a
Revolutionary War soldier on the staff
of George Rogers Clark, and when

Clark landed on Corn Island to begin

the settlement of Louisville, Graham's
parents were with him.

Unbroken Forest

At that time Kentucky was one
unbroken forest, peopled entirely by
Indians. In this wilderness of rich,
virgin land teeming with wild animals
Graham was born.

The youngster fairly cut his teeth
on a flint lock rifle, and by his tenth
year was hunting deer, elk, bear,
panthers, wild turkey, wolves and
buffalo.

An expert shot with the flint lock,
Graham was known as "the best rifle
shot in America." Late in his life, a
group of his friends and admirers
posted a reward of $10,000 for
anybody in the U.S. or Europe who
could best him with a rifle. The money
was never collected.

Dr. Graham was a believer in the
strenuous life, but he saw only decay as.

his native state advanced
economically. He once wrote:

"The productiveness of Kentucky's
soil, with her commerce, wealth,
luxury arid indolence, will as certainly
lead to effeminancy and consequent'
decay as it did to Greece, Rome and
Spain, notwithstanding their early
energy, chivalry and conquest.

"In my early days such things as
dyspepsia, gout, rheumatism,
consumption, hysteria, hypochondria
and suicide were unknown, while all
had a relish for their food and for
manly enjoyment.''

Shrewd Businessman
As energetic as he was, Graham was

equally shrewd as a businessman. In
the 1820s he became associated with
Harrodsburg Springs which he built
into one of the nation's formost spas.
It became known as "the Saratoga of
the South." Graham Springs, as it was
eventually called, took in over four
million dollars during the 25 years Dr.
Graham was its owner.

Dr. Graham was married twice, and
outlived both wives. His second
marriage came in 1861 at the age of
77. She was Columbia Buford, a

Crab Orchard beauty.
Three years later, when the
redoubtable doctor was 80, a son was
born to his wife - Joseph Buford
Graham - who became a celebrated
physician himself, living in Atlanta
until his death in 1922'.'

Two of Graham's daughters by his
first wife were married to prominent
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Kentucky politicians - Senator J.C.S.
Blackburn and Governor Bramlette.
Another son, Montrose, was something
of an eccentric whose chief claim to
fame was that he could outwalk a
walking horse.

Quite A Walker
The good doctor was himself quite

a walker, and it was said that he
always carried a tomahawk with him
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as he strode along, a familiar figure on
the streets of Louisville.

When he was 97, he walked 10
miles from Crab Orchard to Standford,
Ky., to have a birthday breakfast with
an old friend.

Dr. Graham had a famous
geological collection that was valued in
those days at $25,000. Part of that
collection is now in the Louisville Free
Public Library's Natural History
Museum. Also a rifle, said to have
belonged to Daniel Boone, is in the
museum - a gift of the doctor.

On Oct 10, 1884, a testimonial
dinner was given for Dr. Graham in
honor of his 100th birthday. The
Courier-Journ-al described it as "one of
the most remarkable events in the
history of Louisville."

Exactly 1 00 of the most prominent
citizens of Louisville and Kentucky
were invited - one for each year of
the doctor's life.

Dr. Graham lived the last years of
his life at 42 E. Broadway in
Louisville, and it was there that he
died in February, 1885.

The old man was laid to rest in his
beloved Kentucky earth at Danville, a
short distance from the place of his
birth a century before.
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