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UK WOMEN GET NO. 2 SEED IN THE TOURNAMENT
 SPORTS      B1

Uncooperative landlords put on notice
Task force will be created to make sure rental properties are being inspected

FHS council 
picks which 
jobs to cut
Layoffs will save school 
roughly $200,000 in salaries
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WEEKLY POLL: Pension COLA freeze
Is a two-year suspension of cost-of-living adjustments for public 
pensioners justifi ed?   Yes, 31%  No, 69% Total votes: 100

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>>SPORTS, B1
NAIA women bringing March Madness to Frankfort.

>>LOCAL, A5
Man charged with $16,000 burglary on Hanly Lane.

CLASSIFIED,  B5-6 | COMICS, B7 | EDITORIALS, A4 | OBITUARIES, A2 | SPECTRUM, A6 | SPORTS, B1-4 | TV NEWS, B8 | STATE AND LOCAL, A5

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A task force will be creat-
ed to fi nd landlords who are 
falling through the cracks 
by failing to comply with an 
ordinance requiring inspec-
tions for rental properties 
when leases are terminated.

About 20 rental property 
owners attended Monday’s 
City Commission work ses-

sion to give input about 
rental inspections, and most 
agreed the current system 
works but something needs 
to be done for those who 
don’t comply.

For a $20 fee, the city in-
spects the 5,000 rental units 
on a turnover basis – or when 
the resident moves from the 
property and terminates a 
lease, says Gary Muller, di-

rector of planning and build-
ing codes.

“I wouldn’t want to stop 
doing that, personally,” 
Muller said. “I think it’s a 
better service we provide.”

Muller says most rental 
property owners who don’t 
comply are those who have 
basement apartments in 
a single-family residence 
or those who rent property 

where the owners used to 
live. 

Though Muller says the 
turnover inspections should 
be continued, he believes a 
way to stop those who aren’t 
in compliance is to check 
the residences on a regular 
cycle whether residents have 
moved or not. 

He suggested issuing 
stickers – to place on the cir-

cuit breaker doors – when 
a resident signs a lease and 
enter the move-in date in a 
database. 

If a set time – which would 
be decided by the commis-
sion – passes before the city 
is able to look at the proper-
ty again, offi cials would ask 
to inspect the property to 
ensure the residence is still 
safe.

The property owners 
and several commissioners 
agreed annual inspections 
would not be necessary, be-
cause of the privacy issues, 
though the commission-
ers felt every few years each 
property should be inspect-
ed.

However Robert Bullock, 

See INSPECTIONS, A7

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The Frankfort High School 
council voted Monday to cut 
three full-time teaching po-
sitions next year – one each 
in English, middle school 
reading and computer appli-
cations – and a part-time po-
sition teaching media tech-
nology.

Members of the council 
also eliminated a full-time 
offi ce manager and reduced 
both a music teaching posi-
tion and a librarian to part 
time. The librarian will have 
additional duties as a read-
ing instructor.

That decision will require 
a change in the Frankfort 
Independent Board of Ed-
ucation’s policy, which re-
quires both the music and 
library positions to be full 

time. Principal Michael 
Godbey will request the pol-
icy change at a future school 
board meeting.

Cutting the librarian to 
part-time will allow the 
council to continue fund-
ing a part-time dean of stu-
dents position. Godbey said 
the dean of students would 
teach classes to round out a 
full-time schedule.

Council members made 
the decision after district of-
fi cials asked them to elimi-
nate four certifi ed educators 
and one classifi ed employ-
ee.

The layoffs, along with 
several other changes, will 
save the school approxi-
mately $200,000 in salaries, 
Godbey said Monday. The 
number of certifi ed employ-

Girl Scout Emma 
Schultz, 7, of Troop 

400 of Bracken 
County, looks up at 

the ceiling  in the 
rotunda.

Madeline 
Abramson, wife 
of Lt. Gov. Jerry 

Abramson, looks 
at Hannah Allen’s  

badges on her 
Girl Scout Troop 

248 uniform as 
Hannah’s mother, 

Tonya, watches.  

Above: Girl Scout Holly Keuper, 8, raises her 
hand to ask a question as she stands next 

to fellow Girl Scout Emma Young, 7, both of 
Troop 557 of Augusta, during Girl Scout Day 
at the Capitol Monday in celebration of the 

100th anniversary of Girl Scouts. 

Girl Scouts 
turn 100
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BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Frankfort Independent 
Schools will have a new 
place to practice soccer 
and football this summer, 
thanks to a lease with the 
state for a property off Old 
Lawrenceburg Road.

Superintendent Rich 
Crowe said school district of-
fi cials approached the state 
about leasing the property 
when they found out the pre-
vious tenant, Capital Driving 
Range, had gone out of busi-
ness.

The 10-year lease comes at 
no cost to the school district, 
besides paying for upkeep of 
the property. There’s room 
for two soccer fi elds and a 
practice football fi eld across 
the street, Crowe said.

The soccer fi elds will be 
used for practice, and pos-

sibly middle school or junior 
varsity games, he said.

Crowe said the school dis-
trict would start making im-
provements to the property 
as soon as the state fi nalizes 
the paperwork. Kids could 
be on the fi elds this spring or 
summer, he said.

“We’re just happy to have 
it, and happy to be in a lease 
agreement with the state of 
Kentucky,” he said. “We’ll 
take good care of it.”

The property also includes 
two tennis courts, which the 
school district plans to re-
furbish. Crowe says the boys 
and girls tennis teams now 
practice at Juniper Hill Park 
and only plays away games.

The lease stipulates that 
the tennis courts be open to 
the public when not in use by 

New practice fi elds 
for soccer, football
10-year lease from state is free
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