
Locals perusing maps 
of  southern inland water-
ways didn’t understand 
why a ship bound for Port  
Canaveral, Fla. would 
take the long way.

The cargo ship Delta 
Mariner was en route 
to the space port from 
Decatur, Ala. two weeks 
ago when it hit and took 
out a 322-foot section of  
Eggner Ferry Bridge.   

However, the ship’s 
route was to sail north 
via the Tennessee River, 
through Kentucky Lock 
to the Ohio River, to the 
Mississippi River, to the 
Gulf  of  Mexico, to Cape 
Canaveral. 

The route is 750 miles 
longer than taking the 
more southern route via 
the Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway to the Port of  
Mobile, then sailing the 
Gulf  to the Cape.

Suzanne Lagoni said 

the reason the Delta 
Mariner takes the longer 
route is because there are 
more locks on the Tenn-
Tom and the bridges are 
lower. Lagoni is public 
affairs officer for Foss 
Maritime, the Seattle, 
Wash. firm that owns the 
Delta Mariner.

“It’s 750 miles farther, 
but it only takes a half  
day longer,” Lagoni said, 
noting the ship has sailed 
the same route for the last 
10 years. “There has never 

been any serious inci-
dents until last Thursday 
(Jan. 26), night.”

Lagoni said Foss sub-
mitted a salvage plan 
Thursday to the U.S. 
Coast Guard for remov-
ing the ship and debris 
from the bridge and envi-
rons. It was approved by 
midday Friday, and the 
salvage operation began 
early Saturday.

The ship was freed and 
moved from under the 
bridge Monday.

Foss spent Friday after-
noon on safety briefings 
for the ship’s crew and 
salvage team, and on safe-
ty inspections of  equip-
ment, Lagoni said. 

A Coast Guard news 
release said Foss had 
brought in “numerous 
support vessels and tech-
nical salvage equipment” 
in preparation for remov-
ing debris from the ship 
and the waters.

“The Coast Guard is 
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February
Water Meeting

Lyon County Water 
District’s meeting for 
February will be  Feb. 
13 at 8 a.m.. This is for 
February only.

Members of  more 
than 20 chambers of  
commerce throughout 
western Kentucky will 
hear remarks from Gov. 
Steve Beshear and mem-
bers of  the state legis-
lature during a special 
reception Feb. 9 at the 
Frankfort Convention 
Center.

Business leaders and 
representatives of  city 
and county govern-
ments will also attend   
West Kentucky Thank 
You Night, which is 
hosted by the West 
Kentucky Regional 
Chamber Alliance 
(WKRCA) and Chamber 
Leadership Initiatives 
for Northwest Kentucky 
(C-LINK). 

More than 60 busi-
nesses, economic devel-
opment offices, local 
government agencies, 
chambers of  commerce 
and educational insti-
tutions have joined 
together to sponsor the 
event. 

West Kentucky 
Thank You night 
set for Thursday 

Couldn’t sail south
Ship removed from bridge; repairs 
under way on nearby Vickers Bay  
By BOBBIE FOUST
bfoust@heraldledger.com

The Delta Mariner heads toward a nearby bay for removal of bridge debris and repairs after it was cut free Monday of underwater debris 
that had pinned it under Eggner’s Ferry Bridge since it hit the bridge Jan. 26.
         — Photo courtesy of Keith Todd, Ky. Dept. of Transportation 

 See BRIDGE On A3

Thousands brave blustery weather to 
view damage at Eggner Ferry Bridge

For a quarter mile, it 
seemed like any other nice 
walk through Between 
the Rivers, now known as 
Land Between the Lakes. 

In the misty rain and 
wind gusts, the river 
was in the background, 
along with the familiar 
arches of  Eggner Ferry 
Bridge, but then as one 

drew closer, there was the 
stark reality. Not all of  
the bridge spans were vis-
ible — part of  one still 
lay crumpled across the 
bow of  the Delta Mariner, 
which was being held 
in place by bridge sup-
ports beneath the waters 
of  Kentucky Lake. Other 
parts are on the floor of  
Kentucky Lake, on the 
Trigg County side.

Thousands of  people 
who chose to spend their 
Saturday morning remi-
niscing about a bridge 
that had stood longer 
than most of  them had 
lived shared stories and 
took photographs and 
video segments, so they 
could remember it. 

Tornadoes, high winds, 
torrential rains, floods, 
recreational watercraft, 

fishermen (both tourna-
ment and casual), earth-
quakes, and erratic driv-
ers—the Eggner Ferry 
Bridge had withstood the 
test of  time and, indeed, 
most of  it apparently sur-
vived even the forceful 
thrust of  a modern day 
vessel carrying hardware 
bound for NASA. 

But, even one small 
hole will stop traffic over 

a bridge—not to mention 
a gash extending 322 feet.

While some hikers had 
families who had lived 
in the LBL area before 
it was impounded, many 
were there to view the 
destruction that is now 
causing them to take a 
very long detour to get 
to work, visit other fam-
ily members, go to school, 

By CAROL NISWONGER
Herald Ledger Staff
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Filing deadline
additional 

information 

Deadline for local 
nonpartisan candi-
dates filings is later 
than those for partisan 
races. 

Nonpartisan candi-
dates have until 4 p.m. 
Aug. 14 to file for city 
council races in both 
Eddyville and Kuttawa 
and for the Lyon County 
Board of  Education 
from districts 2, 3 and 
4.

Want to see what the Chamber is all about? Already a member? Come one, come all for this morning 
of food, networking and door prizes at our NEW offi ce location beside the Regency Inn in Eddyville 

(alternate entrance across from Lyon County Animal Hospital). 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 15 • 7:30 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.
this is a paid advertisement

The Lake Barkley Chamber of Commerce 
invites EVERYONE to stop by and enjoy 
our February mixer and meet our new 

Chamber Representative, Vanessa Sticker


