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2012 UK team
• • •
IS a unique JOY,
title or no title
OF KENTUCKY'S SEC TOURNAMENT TITLE GAME

loss to Vanderbilt on Sunday, coach John Calipari
said, "All that talk of us being invincible? It's over."

It was a defeat, the first after 24 consecutive victories, that
jolted Big Blue Nation to its core. We can only hope it also jarred
them to their senses.

Kentucky, now 32-2, is a uniquely gifted and utterly enjoyable
group. From November through March. they have amassed a
body of work so impressive that the NCAA Selection Committee
tabbed them the best of the best - the overall No. I seed.

For most fan bases that would be cause enough for celebration.
a noteworthy accomplishment in its own right,

For the Big Blue Nation, however, the announcement is an
anointment from on high. It is a gleaming saber presented in such
a public display as to convey nobility upon the recipient and to
warn others to know their place, to speak only when spoken to.

The only problem is that to focus solely on the assumption of a
championship not only sets the stage for certain disappointment, it
causes one to miss the joy of the journey.

It's an adventure that began in October when Cali pari first
addressed his collection of McDonald's All-Americans.

"I tell them that they are a talented group and they can do what
they want to do." Calipari said at the time. "But Iwant them to
have peace of mind ..Do the best you can, what is supposed to
happen will happen.

"If we are playing our best basketball at the end of the year.
what if someone just happens to be playing better?" Calipari
asked. "l 'rn disappointed, but I still have peace of mind that
my team did the best they could, they are playing their best and
individual players are playing their best."

If you focus solely on NCAA title banner No.8, you endure
many joyless nights awaiting April 2.

But if you focus the next three weeks awaiting a freakish
display of athleticism from Anthony Davis, the breathless
intensity of Michael Kidd-Gilchrist Of the brute force that can be
Terrence Jones, then every day will be a thrill.

If those many thrill rides culminate in cutting down the nets as
national champions, so be it. If not. at least you will have taken
the wise path to savor every morsel of this unique basketball
season.

That's not setting the bar low. it's acknowledging reality.
Overall No. I seeds have won the tournament [2.5 percent of the
time.

The committee first began designating an "overall No. I seed"
in 2004 when the format switched to a pod system so that the very
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Michael Kidd-Gilchrist dunks for two points during the Cats' loss to Vanderbilt
during the SECTournament Championship game.

best teams would be ensured to playas close to home as possible
in early rounds.

There have been eight overall No.1 seeds. Only one - Florida
in 2007 - went on to win the NCAA Tournament? And even then
it was a team that returned all five starters from the '06 national
championship club.

2004. Kentucky. Tubby Smith's team lost in the second round
to NO.8 seed Alabama-Birmingham.

2005. Illinois. Lost in title game to North Carolina.
2006. Duke. Lost in Sweet 16 round to upstart Florida.
2007. Florida won title.
2008. North Carolina. Lost in Final Four to Kansas.
2009. Louisville. Lost Elite Eight game to Michigan State.
2010. Kansas. Shocked by Northern Iowa in second round.
20 II. Ohio State. Eliminated, of course, by Kentucky in the

Sweet 16.
In 2012, Kentucky will sport the bull's-eye. Forget national

champs, standing between the Cats and the Final Four could be
UConn, red hot Iowa State, rival Indiana. athletic Baylor and old
nemesis Duke.

Bottom line ..Winning six sudden death games over the course
of three weeks is the hardest requirement in sports. It's a crap
shoot, pure and simple.

"I've been in this tournament a ton and Iknow seed matters,"
Calipari said Sunday night. "People say it doesn't matter where
you're seeded, it matters. The match ups matter because there are
some that get that path and then there's another guy who is in that
foxhole with bazooka shots coming at him.

"It's hard for everybody," Calipari said, "because it's a one-
and-you're-done game."

Therein lies the lesson for us all. Don't let your take on
Kentucky's 2012 basketball season be one-and-done.

BI DCALLS
Observations from Darrell Bird

Streak Relief?
Count Marquis

Teague as one who
is not completely
sad to see UK's
24-game win
streak snapped
by Vanderbilt on
Sunday.
"It's tough

going into a tournament on a win
streak like that," Teague said. "It was
bound to happen, we're just glad it
happened before we got to the other
tournament.
"Teams are real good in college,"

Teague added, "It's hard to continue
to win and to win 30 games in a row is
real tough."

Hoosier Rematch?
The NCAAcommittee was a Little

obvious when it set up a possible
Sweet 16 date between top seed
Kentucky and fourth-seeded Indiana.
The Hoosiers, after aLL,were the only
team to beat UK during the regular
season, and it came on a buzzer-
beating three-pointer.
At the time, UK coach John Calipari

warned his good friend, Indiana coach
Tom Crean, to be ready for round two.

"I said, 'We'll be playing. You
watch, you'll be playing against us. ",
Calipari said Sunday. "I think last year
I picked West Virginia, did I not?"
He did.
"I've been wrong before," Calipari

joked. "I think it was '78 or maybe
'77."

Super Conferences
Every year

there is debate
over bubble teams
that fail to make
the field of 68.
UK coach John
Calipari has a
solution to end the
bickering.
"I'd go to four

super conferences and everybody is
in," Calipari said. "You go 1 through
64, 68, 80, whatever it is. Then you
pair them up at different sites and
go play. I've been saying the same
thing for a couple of years now. If you
want parity, that's the onLyway to get
parity."


