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Should Rowan County require scrap
metal dealers to hold newly-pur-
chased metal, including gold and sil-
ver, for a week to help catch metal
thieves?

Go to:
www.themoreheadnews.com
and submit your vote. Results
will be published in Friday’s The
Morehead News!

Kentucky has
strengthened
its laws re-
garding the
sale of scrap
metal and

more arrests
are being re-
ported. How-
ever, current
law allows a
dealer to re-

sell the metal
as soon as he
purchases it.

Last question:
Should Internet sales by
companies with distribu-
tion centers in Kentucky
be exempt from state
sales tax?

Yes 62% No 38%

Internet Poll...
Non-scientific poll, for opinion & entertainment

Vikings play in
Rupp Arena
Wednesday

■ Sections C-D

NCAA bracket preview......Inside today

Rowan added as disaster aid county
ATLANTA – Nine addi-

tional counties have been
designated for disaster as-
sistance to households and
businesses as part of Ken-
tucky’s federal disaster dec-
laration, according to
officials from the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency.

The latest counties are
Bath, Campbell, Carroll,
Grant, Magoffin, Martin,
Montgomery, Rowan and
Wolfe.

Counties previously desig-
nated are Johnson, Kenton,
Laurel, Lawrence, Menifee,
Morgan and Pendleton. The
total now is 16.

Individual assistance for
homeowners and renters
can include grants to help
pay for temporary housing,
home repairs and other seri-
ous disaster-related ex-
penses not met by insurance
or other assistance pro-
grams. Also low-interest
loans from the U.S. Small

Business Administration are
available to cover residen-
tial and businesses losses
not fully compensated by in-
surance.

Affected survivors and
business owners in the
newly designated counties
may apply for assistance by
calling FEMA’s toll-free reg-

istration number, 800-621-
FEMA (3362). Those who
use TTY should call 800-
462-7585. 

Those who use 711 or
Video Relay Service (VRS)
should call 800-621-3362.
The registration lines are 

Grayson man, 
juvenile arrested
on meth charges
By KIM BANDURA
The Morehead News

Charles Stevens, 21, and a
15-year-old female were ar-
rested Sunday after a tip led
Kentucky State Police to a resi-
dence on Open Fork Road in
Morehead.

Post 8 received an anony-
mous tip reporting a possible
meth lab at an abandoned resi-
dence off Christy Creek Road. 

Trooper Brent Sparks re-
sponded to the scene where
witnesses said the suspects had
just fled.

Both suspects were later
found on Haldeman Road in
Rowan County.

KSP Sgt. Jeff Lewis assisted
at the scene where it was de-
termined there was not an ac-
tive meth lab, but several items
required to make the drug were
found inside the residence.

KSP said that Stevens and
the minor were waiting for
other persons to arrive at the
abandoned house with cold
medicine containing pseu-
doephedrine, an ingredient
needed to make meth. 

The juve-
nile had al-
legedly been
dating
Stevens for
a week prior
to the inci-
dent. 

Stevens
was initially
arrested on
a 2010 ac-
tive meth

manufacturing warrant from
Carter County.

Both are charged with un-
lawful possession of metham-
phetamine precursor.

Stevens was additionally
charged with unlawful transac-
tion with a minor under 16
years of age first-degree involv-
ing illegal controlled substance
activity, a Class B felony.

Stevens is being held at the
Rowan County Detention Cen-
ter on a $25,000 cash bond.

Kim Bandura can be reached
at kbandura@themorehead-
news.com or by telephone at
784-4116.

Charles
Stevens

David Kilburn, pastor of Pinson Fork Church of God in Pike County, is a vol-
unteer chaplain with relief workers in Morgan County. Here he leads prayer
for a family which lost everything in the March 2 tornado. (Photo by Keith
Kappes)

Replacement school
built in seven days
By KEITH KAPPES
The Morehead News

Call it the miracle on
the hill. Call it the instant
elementary school. Call it

an example of the re-
siliency of a battered but
not beaten community.

It’s all of those things
because a new school for
nearly 300 elementary

students is about to open
in Morgan County. And it
was created in seven 

Uncovering mental illness in Rowan County
Fourth in a series.

By NOELLE HUNTER
The Morehead News

The therapist sat at her
table, observing people at
the health information fair
as they passed by her booth.

She watched them ap-
proach, stop a few feet short
of the booth and then walk
away.  

She listened as some told

jokes that reinforced mis-
conceptions about mental
illness.

“And these were well-
known people in our com-
munity who made
derogatory comments,” re-

called Julia Neill, a licensed
clinical social worker and co-
ordinator of clinical services
at St. Claire Counseling.

“A few pointed to our table
and said ‘you’re crazy here’s
where you need to go.’”

Such comments may have
been in jest, said Neill, but
they still illustrate a stub-
born barrier that can pre-
vent people from seeking
help for serious mental ill-
ness (SMI). 

“There’s still a stigma sur-
rounding mental illness,”
said Neill. 

The therapist said that
problem is compounded by

See SCHOOL on A-8

See ROWAN on A-8

See ILLNESS on A-8

Operation Preparation readies students for their future
By KIM BANDURA
The Morehead News

Rowan County eighth and
tenth graders have an additional
advantage while looking at op-
tions for college and/or career
thanks to “Operation Prepara-
tion” and partners in the busi-
ness community.

In support of the Kentucky De-
partment of Education’s Unbri-
dled Learning, “Operation
Preparation” has brought par-
ents and community members to-
gether to increase students’

readiness for college/career.
With the help of the Depart-

ment of Workforce Development,
trained volunteer community ad-
visors from a large variety of oc-
cupations met one-on-one with
eighth and tenth graders last
week as ‘community advisors.’

Counselors at the middle and
high school matched students to
advisors using the students Indi-
vidual Learning Plan (ILP)
which includes results from a RCMS eighth grade student Matthew Gregory

discussed a career in the medical field with
AHEC (Area Health Education Center) com-
munity advisor Aaron Lodes. See STUDENTS on A-2


