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Louisville area: Sunny
today. Cloudy tonight.
Showers and storms, a
few possibly strong, by
tomorrow morning.
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — The com-
missioner of Kentucky’s Depart-
ment of Travel and Tourism has
quit and the state fired a British
public relations firm for using
derogatory Kentucky stereo-
types on a website it created to

promote tourism in the United
Kingdom.

On the website, Gosh P.R. rec-
ommended that visitors to the
state play “roadkill bingo” to
pass the time on long drives and
said the state was littered with
large numbers of dead animals
on the sides of roads.

Late Wednesday, Mike Coop-
er resigned his post over the in-
cident.

“I am announcing my resig-
nation … effective March 15,
2012,” he said in a statement. “I

am doing so due to the issues sur-
rounding the Gosh P.R. website.”

In the statement, Cooper said
he failed in his duty to oversee
the contract with Gosh, which he
said had “performed excellently
for us in the past.”

“However, in the case of the
website, they made serious er-
rors. It was my responsibility to
catch those errors,” he said.

Cooper’s resignation came as
the state’s Cabinet for Tourism,
Arts and Heritage was trying to
determine exactly how the infor-

mation came to be on the website
for more than three months and
why no one with the state caught
it.

“We felt it was in the best in-
terest of the commonwealth not
to continue the contract,” said
Gil Lawson, a spokesman for the
Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cab-
inet. “We were offended by some
of the material that was listed on
the website.”

He said the cabinet believes

Ky. tourism chief quits after P.R. controversy
State fires firm over
website stereotypes
By Joseph Gerth
jgerth@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See TOURISM, Page A2

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Key mem-
bers of the House and Senate said
Wednesday that they’re optimis-
tic a compromise can be reached
on legislation to improve the
state’s prescription drug track-
ing system and combat the pain
pill epidemic plaguing Kentucky.

House Speaker Greg Stumbo,
D-Prestonsburg, and Sen. Jimmy
Higdon, R-Lebanon, are sponsor-
ing bills to increase use of the
Kentucky All Schedule Prescrip-
tion Electronic Reporting system
in law enforcement investiga-
tions of illegal pill mills and drug-
pushing doctors.

Doctors are not now required
to use KASPER, intended to track
how many and what kinds of pre-
scriptions they write.

While the Senate and House

2012 KENTUCKY
LEGISLATURE

Deal is
possible
on drug
proposal
Bills’ differences
are being discussed
By Mike Wynn
mwynn@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

PRESCRIPTION
FOR TRAGEDY
Follow the continuing special report
on the dangers and damage from
prescription drug abuse. See stories,
videos, photos and more at www.-
courier-journal.com/drugabuse.

See DRUGS, Page A9

HARRISBURG, Ill. — Twist-
ers roared through the nation’s
heartland in the early morning
darkness Wednesday, flatten-
ing entire blocks of homes in
small-town Illinois and Kansas
and killing at least 12 people.

Winds also ripped through
Kentucky counties south of
Louisville, Southern Indiana
and the country music mecca
of Branson, Mo., damaging
some of the city’s famous thea-
ters just days before the start
of the busy tourist season.

The tornado that blasted
Harrisburg in southern Illi-
nois, killing six, was an EF4, the
second-highest rating given to
twisters based on damage. Sci-
entists said it was 200 yards

wide with winds up to 170 mph.
By midday, townspeople in

the community of 9,000 were
sorting through piles of debris
and remembering their dead
while the winds still howled
around them.

Not long after the storm,
Darrell Osman raced to his
mother’s home, arriving just in
time to speak to her before she
was taken to a hospital with a
head injury, a severe cut to her
neck and a broken arm and leg.

“She was conscious. I
wouldn’t say she was coherent.
There were more mumbles
than anything,” he said. “She
knew we were there.”

Mary Osman died a short
time later.

As sirens blared in Branson,

DEADLY TORNADOES
RIP MIDWEST; 12 DIE

Missouri: Twister
levels some theaters
in Branson; 37 hurt

Emergency crews comb through the debris after a severe storm struck Harrisburg, Ill., early Wednesday. It was later classified as an EF4
tornado, the second-most-powerful in the rating system. AP

By Jim Suhr
Associated Press

Illinois: Six die after
EF4 rips southern
part of state

Kentucky: Storms
hit LaRue, Hardin
counties B1
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TORNADOES RIP THROUGH MIDWEST
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See TWISTERS, Page A6

ONLINE
See videos and photo galleries of the storms throughout the Midwest.
Go to the online version of this story at www.courier-journal.com

“Every time the tornado hit a building,
you could see it exploding.”
DERRICK WASHINGTON, Motel guest in Branson, Mo.

WASHINGTON — North Korea
raised hopes Wednesday for a
major easing in nuclear tensions
under its youthful
new leader, agree-
ing to suspend
uranium enrich-
ment at a key fa-
cility and refrain
from missile and
nuclear tests in
exchange for a
mountain of criti-
cally needed U.S.
food aid.

Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton said the agree-
ment, which was announced at
separate but simultaneous state-
ments by the long-time adversar-
ies, was a modest step but also “a
reminder that the world is trans-
forming around us.”

N. Korea
to curtail
nuclear
activities
Promise tied to attempt
to get food aid resumed
By Matthew Pennington
Associated Press

Clinton

See KOREA, Page A5
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