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LEXINGTON, Ky. —
John Calipari often jokes

that he cried the first time
he got a glimpse of the Uni-
versity of Kentucky basket-

ball team he’d inherited from
fired coach Billy Gillispie in

the spring of 2009.
“I walked into that gym and I

had a football team out there. In
other words, I had like 21 players
on the team, which I’d never seen
in my life,” Calipari remembers.
“But they started playing and the
one that impressed me the most
was Darius.”

That’s Darius Miller, then a
freshman and former Mr. Basket-
ball from Maysville, Ky., who to-
night will play his final home
game at Rupp Arena. When the
top-ranked Wildcats (28-1, 14-0

Southeastern Conference) host
Georgia (13-15, 4-10), Miller will
make his 81st career start in 142
games at UK.

Eloy Vargas, who transferred
two years ago from a junior col-
lege, will also start on Senior
Night, but he’s normally a little-
used reserve. Miller is a key cog
in what the Wildcats hope will be a
third consecutive run deep into
the NCAA Tournament — with
their sights set on winning the

program’s eighth national cham-
pionship.

Miller is the only player on the
roster with the perspective to ap-
preciate just how dramatically
Kentucky’s fortunes have shift-
ed. He’s the only one who’s had a
front-row seat for both the disas-
trous final season of the failed
Gillispie era and the program’s
rapid return to prominence under

Darius Miller
is UK’s super
sub. GETTY
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Although the University of
Louisville wanted to speed up its
tempo, South Florida actually
made it play slower.

And the Bulls, who sorely
needed a resume-building win
for the NCAA Tournament,
came away with a 58-51 victory
Wednesday night in the KFC
Yum! Center.

No. 19 U of L (22-8, 10-7 Big
East Conference) lost to USF for
the first time since a 62-60 set-
back on Feb. 5, 1998. It spoiled
senior night for Jared Swop-
shire, Kyle Kuric and Chris
Smith, who were each recog-
nized in a pre-game ceremony.

The loss leaves the Cardi-
nals, who were held to a season-
low point total, need some re-
sume building of another kind.
They had been projected as high
as a No. 3 seed by some tourna-
ment prognosticators, but this
loss will likely drop them down
unless they can pull off an upset
at Syracuse on Saturday.

The Bulls (19-11, 12-5) took a
48-42 lead with 3:03 left on Hugh

SLOW DOWN
DERAILS THE TRAIN

Gorgui Dieng, shooting over South Florida’s Anderson Jr., had just three points. MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE C-J

Cards can’t get
over Bulls’
speed bumps
on senior night
By C.L. Brown
cbrown@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

UP NEXT
Who: Syracuse
When: 4 p.m. Saturday
Where: Syracuse, N.Y
TV: CBS-32

See CARDS, Page C4

With the score tied and 5.7 sec-
onds left in a regional semifinal
Wednesday night, Butler High
School girls’ basketball coach
Larry Just drew up a play his
team hadn’t even seen in practice
this season.

It turned out to be a keeper.
Danielle Lawrence made a

back-door cut to the basket,
caught a pass from Aareon Smith

and scored with two seconds left
to give Butler a 50-48 victory
over Bullitt East in the Class Act
Sixth Region Tournament at Bel-
larmine University’s Knights
Hall.

Just had plenty of time to con-
template the play, which came af-
ter three consecutive timeouts
(two by Butler, one by Bullitt
East).

“It’s just a play I felt like we
needed to try, trying to get Dan-
ielle open around the basket
somewhere,” Just said. “It
worked out. … I feel like the luck-
iest guy in the world right now.”

SIXTH GIRLS: BUTLER 50, BULLITT EAST 48

Newly designed play
a keeper for Bearettes
Lawrence scores
in waning seconds
By Jason Frakes
jfrakes@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See SIXTH, Page C5

GEORGIA AT NO. 1 KENTUCKY 9 TONIGHT » RUPP ARENA » ESPN

Senior Miller ‘glue’ for No. 1 UK
By Kyle Tucker
ktucker@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

1,139 Career points
for Darius

Miller (46th all-time at UK)
458 Rebounds in his

four-year career
(173 as a junior)

258 Assists (1.8 per
game) for the

Maysville native
81 Starts dating back to

his freshman season
against Longwood

40 Points in three
games to earn the

2011 SEC Tournament MVP

See CATS, Page C4

University of Kentucky junior
women’s basketball player A’dia
Mathies, a former Kentucky
Miss Basketball from Iroquois
High School, has been named
Southeastern Conference Player
of the Year.

She is the second UK player to
earn the honor, following Victoria
Dunlap in 2010. Mathies leads the
Wildcats in scoring (15.3 points),
3-point field goals (44), 3-point
percentage (.370) and steals (2.7).

The 5-foot-9 guard is second
on the team in rebounding (5.3)
and assists (2.6) and is tied for

second in blocks
with 18.

Mathies also
was named to the
Naismith “Mid-
season 32” watch
list Wednesday,
and she was
named first-team
All-SEC and to the
SEC All-Defen-
sive team for the
second consecu-
tive year.

Joining Mathies on the All-
SEC first team was former Fair-
dale High standout C’eira Rick-
etts, now a senior at Arkansas.

Ricketts leads the Razorbacks
in scoring at 11.3 points a game
and steals with 77. The 5-9 guard
became a 1,000-point scorer last
year and broke Arkansas’ career
record for steals this season.

UK freshman Bria Goss, a for-
mer Indiana Miss Basketball and
McDonald’s All American, was
named SEC Freshman of the
Year. She is averaging11.6 points.

Former Lexington Catholic
standout Keyla Snowden was
named SEC Co-Sixth Woman of
the Year.

Arkansas’ Tom Collen, a for-
mer coach at Louisville, was
named SEC Coach of the Year af-
ter guiding the Razorbacks to a
21-7 record.

Collen is in his fifth season at
Arkansas and has led the Razor-
backs to a 90-64 record in that
time.

Mathies
named
SEC’s top
player
Ricketts also named
first-team all-league
The Courier-Journal

UK’s A’dia
Mathies is
averaging
15.3 points.

BULLS CARDINALS

SOUTH FLORIDA LOUISVILLE

Girls’ Seventh Region,
C5
Mercy 79
Holy Cross 49

Boys’ Eighth Region, C6
Collins 69
South Oldham 63

INSIDE

Mercy’s Christine Roush is
swarmed by Holy Cross’ Jillian
Epperson, left, and Morgan
Wimberg. Mercy won 79-49.
DAVID R. LUTMAN/SPECIAL TO THE C-J
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