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Cheers and jeers from Anchorage,
Jeffersontown and points East
Jeers to the L & N Railroad,

whose engineers regularly stop
their short haul freights at the
Glenbrook Road crossing in An-

chorage. They do so in such a way
that the crossing gate comes down
to block traffic for 20 minutes or
more, even though the train isn't
going anywhere. The only apparent
reason for this is to make it easy for
the trainman to visit a nearby
watering hole.

In spite of repeated complaints,
they persist in this discourtesy, to
the total frustration of Anchorage
officials and residents. Since for-

mal protests and even police cita-

tions don't seem to work, maybe
it's time for stronger action. The
next time maybe residents should
block the crossing with their own
cars and wait until L & N executives
arrive to discipline their trainmen
for this willful violation of law.

Cheers once again to the Jeffer-
sontown Chamber of Commerce for
this year's Gaslight Festival. The

town Talk-- -
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ous" job of a TARC driver, now starting
at above $6.29 per hour. It is really an
indication of the Sloane administra-
tion's priorities.

Name and address
withheld

Fln 'em. They are public servants and
should beresponsible, or else find
other employment where a strike may
be legal. A agreement is a
condition of their employment.

Walter Laun
Wendell Avenue

Pat 'am on the back. I feel that if anyone
is fired over this issue, it should be Mr.
Al Meinze and other TARC manage-
ment, Judge Revell, Mayor Harvey
Sloane, and the union officials of
TARC, because all of these goons
ganged up on the employees. There
was a complete failure to communicate
between the two sides. TARC em-

ployees were notified through the news
media of their firings. But, according to
their contract, the employees are not to
resort to the press or media over their
grievances. If it's alright for TARC
management to use the news media,
why is It wrong for the employees to
use it? This sounds like the old double
standard to me.

As for management having recourse
to the courts, I say "no!" We the people
have had enough of judges ramming
things down our throats, without their
hanging our jobs over our heads.

Down with all clauses.
Amenl

Mrs. Anita Bryant
Pineland Drive

Neither. What they did was wrong, but
could have been remedied immediately
by TARC authorities if the management
would have cooperated.

Cynthia Crick
Indian Ridge Road

Pat 'am on the back. We need more
people and organized labor that stand
up for their rights and benefits.

Rheba Fitzner
Lambert Avenue

I have for years had sympathetic
feelings for unions and their mem-

bers who, in order to get a just
share of the economic pie, liveable
working conditions or realistic be-

nefits, were forced to strike.
In the case of the wildcat TARC

strike, however, my sympathy is
nicely contained by feelings of
outrage. The negotiating process,
was ongoing, an offer had been
made that the membership turned
down although the union advised
acceptance.

jit was then that a handful of
malcontents struck illegally, Incur-
red contempt charges from the
courts and tied up public transpor-
tation for four days while they
played God.

That all but two of them escaped
even a token jail term, can only be
attributed to their judge, having a

real sparkplug this year was Dorothy
Hughes who, with Chamber presi-
dent Loren Askins, did most of the
organization, promotion and leg-wor- k.

Each year more and more
local merchants realize how great
this festival can be for them and
their city. This year's crowd of
120,000 may have convinced some
of the traditional sourballs that it's
time to become part of the fun.

Jeers to County Judge Todd
Hollenbach for that comment he
made at a recent political outing
about Republicans who, he said,
think "the answer to unemployment
is hiring more grooms at the polo
club." It's not only that we don't
have a polo club that employs
anyone hereabouts, but has he
forgotten that fellow Democrat
Thomas C. Helm is one of our more
avid polo players? Come to think of
it, now that the Democrats in "A"
District have rejected Helm as a
Hollenbach-endorse- d candidate,
maybe he'll turn Republican and

on the TARC
Fire 'em. I cannot see that strikers
accomplish much, if anything, and
most of those who go on strike are
really opposed to it. If a person is
dissatisfied with a job, he should have a
right to resign and get another job. And
there are other persons who would like
to have that job. The leaders in the
unions feel that their reputation as
leaders depend upon how many strikes
they can start. When a person goes on
strike, he is taking action against every
person, including himself. We may be
fored to outlaw strikes.

B. B. Mclnteer
Oilman Avenue

Neither. Before passing judgment on
the TARC drivers, I read a copy of the
contract they were asked to sign. In my
opinion, the TARC officials and the
local and federal governments are
conspiring against the working man
and the unions. I am a housewife and I

wouldn't even wash my dishes under
the terms of that contract. Fortunately
my husband is a UAW member and his
unions dues have sometimes paid off.

TARC drivers are paying union dues
to the AFL-CI- In return they are
receiving threats from the federal
government, threats from TARC of-

ficials and "three denials" from the
union. I guess you could call Sept. 15th
the "day of reckoning" for the TARC
drivers. The news media raved about
the 23 cents an hour "projected" raise
for the first year of the contract. They
failed to mention the terms of the
pension, the raise in life insurance, the
new, worthless, dental plan, the pos-

sible change in accident insurance
coverage and the fact that none of these
benefits are paid 100 per cent by the
company. By the time the drivers pay
for these benefits, that 23
cents an hour raise won't cover the cost
of living increase for a pet mouse. That
deserve more than just a pat on the
back.

Mrs. C. Hansbrough
Michael Edward Drive

Fire 'em. Strikes never accomplish the
end result to satisfaction. It only
inconveniences our fellow man.

Evelyn H. Osburn, R.N.
Warrior Road

heart the size of a house and a head
as soft as an over-rip- e melon.

It's enough to make anyone
depending on buses, halt them with
that universal gesture which signi-
fies: "Up yours, too, buddy."

It takes one
to know one

Goading a local politician into a
motion is, somewhat akin to coax-

ing a toad to jump by using a stick.
He will hop, up, down or sideways

never In the wanted direction
unless another politician wield. The
stick and leads the way. The
direction, then chosen, Is not apt to
be ours.

By Pat Bentley

the bus strike

prove Todd correct after all.

Jeers to Jon Akerson, Republican
candidate for State Senate In the
Middletown - Jeffersontown - Fern
Creek area, for his proposal that
members of the Kentucky Public
Service , Commission be elected
rather than appointed to their
posts. If this is an example of
Akerson's political philosophy, be-

ware. The PSC needs members who
are independent, objective and
willing to make unpopular deci-
sions because they are fair and
right. It is no place for someone
who panders to the majority will of
the voters all the time, because the
vote-getti- view would always call
for lower utility fees even to the
point of denying a reasonable
profit. Making PSC members sub-
ject to direct election would place
the difficult, technical job of con-
trolling public utilities in the hands
of whatever dope can plaster the
landscape with the most political
signs.

strikers
Firs 'am. For good.

Name withheld
Wallace Avenue

Dear Editor:
On November 8th, the voters

from four of the seven school board
districts in Jefferson County will go
to the polls to elect candidates to a
four year term of office on the
school board. This election is
particularly significant because
those elected will constitute a
majority of the eventual seven
person board.

As a candidate for the school
board, I recently enlisted Dr.
George Cunningham to conduct a
study of voters from the third
school board district. It is discour-
aging that 83 of the voters could
not name even one of the an-
nounced candidates. It is vital so

By Dr. Thomas D. Clark
Retired Prof, of History,
University of Kentucky

In two centuries Kntuckians have
approved the calling of four consti-
tutional conventions. None of the
years In which a convention as-

sembled could be called a propi-
tious one in which to revise the
basic law of the Commonwealth.

In the long drawn out process of
drafting the first Constitution both
state and national conditions were
unsettled. By the end of the decade
1790, few of the biting problems

Fall, first day

Fall awaited
and now here,
drops leafy tears
on summer's bier.

Those leaf-lik- e tears
won't flow away,
but 'til raked up
are here to stay.

I wonder what
Fall has to gain,
by showering leaves
instead of rain?

Or Is it summer's
dying gasp
that blankets earth
from winter's clasp?

'Dd ever tell you my theory of three levels

of governmeni'-abou-i the sfate being on top,

and then the counties and then the cities ?'

Candidate Gam boa asks

in

that they can make an informed
decision on election day. For this to
occur, local media and community
groups must provide the oppor-
tunity for school board candidates
to present their views on major
issues such as quality education,
sound financial management, and
beter discipline in the schools.

Although community dissatisfac-
tion with public education exi.'.s,
many who have voted for party
candidates in past elections have
neglected to vote for a school board
candidate. This problem exists for
two reasons: (1) School board
elections are nonpartisan and there-
fore It is not possible to vote for a
school board candidate when vot

were solved, In fact new ones had
arisen. The document drafted by
the second convention in 1739 was
largely a mandated one, and reflec-
ted the power of a rising ruling
class.

By 1849 the second Constitution
was well outmoded, yet no percept-
ive historian would contend this
was a safe year in which to revise it.
Again state and national issues
were disturbing, and partisanship
was rampant. No more than a
slender handtull of living Ken-tuckia- ns

have read the fat volume of
debates or know first-han- d the
tenor of the Kentucky political mind
in this era.

Two great fears gripped the
delegates, that of slavery-anti-slaver- y,

and of the rising power of
Louisville with its growing foreign
immigrant population. Even so
voters back home were apathetic
about the Frankfort debates.

A half century later the Third
Constitution was even more time-wor- n

than was the Second.
' Changes were mandatory for many
reasons, some of which arose out
of the Civil War and the freeing of
slaves.

Again, 1890 was not a happy year
in which to hold a constitutional
convention. The era was fraught
with bitter partisanism, lack of
capable leadership, with economic
panic, and social unrest.

The four oversized volumes of
debate contain a central theme of
fear. Fear of corporate abuses, of
runaway spending by the General
Assembly, fear that Kentucky was
slipping away from Its agrarian
moorings, and a lack of faith that
future gsnoratlons would revere
constitutional government.

Both te amending and recision
process 3 were made as difficult
and complex as possible. Too,
scarcely a section Is without its
element of constriction, many of
them br----- it over from the Consti-
tution cf 1- - .3. Historically, almost

help in being known

The Constitution historical perspective

ing a straight party ticket; and (2)
School board candidates are listed
at the bottom of the ballot where
they are often overlooked.

If local elective offices were
positioned on the ballot based upon
percentage of tax dollars spent,
school board candidates would be
first. With over seventy percent of
our property taxes being spent to
support the schools, the school
system budget of $218-milli- is
more than both the city and county
government budgets combined.

Recently, County Judge Todd
Hollenbach stated that the most
important election facing the voters
of Jefferson County in November is

the election of four new school

as many amendments have gone
down in defeat as have been
adopted.

In no election prior to 1919 did
the vote on an amendment, with
one exception, exceed 40 per cent
of the total vote cast. Since that
date this has been generally true.
By 1931 there was a feeling of
desperation among informed per-

sons. The General Assembly,
March 8, 1928, passed by a three-fifth- s

majority, an act permitting a
vote on amending section 256, the
amending clause of the Fourth
Constitution. In October 1931 a
campaign was mounted to secure a
favorable vote on the question. The
Kentucky Constitutional Conven-
tion League was formed and pub-
licity campaign of letters, hand-
bills, leaflets, and speeches was
begun. For the first time the
Constitution was discussed by ra-

dio. Quickly opposition developed
arguing that the Constitution did
not need revising, the traditional
amending process was sufficient,
1931 was the wrong time to
undertake revision, and again a
distrust of the people was ex-
pressed. Even the Louisville Courier-Journ- al

opposed the amendment
largely on the grounds that govern-
ment in Kentucky had never realized
its potentials for public service.
Voters rejected the amendment.

Immediately following World War
II limitations of the Fourth Consti-
tution became pronounced. Begin-
ning in 1945 the General Assembly
cleared the way for a popular vote
on calling a constitutional conven-
tion. A vigorous campaign for and
against calling a convention was
conducted. Paul G. Blazer of Ash-
land headed the
group, and Judge Edward C. O'Rear
of Versailles led the Committee of
One Thousand In opposition. Those
favoring revision emphasized the
restrictions Imposed by the Fourth
Constitution. The opposition ar-

gued the times were not right, there
was a lack of drafting talent, the

board members. Mitch McConnell, ,

the Republican candidate for
County Judge, has Indicated the
same. Similarly, both mayoral can-
didates Russ Maple and Bill Stans-- !
bury have suggested that the up-

coming school board election Is
critical to the future of education In
our community.

I agree and believe that with the
commitment of community groups
and the local news media, voters
will be able to make informed and
intelligent decisions In the Novem-
ber 8th election.

Tony Gamboa
Candidate for School Board, Dlst. 3

5824 Prince William
St. Matthews

dangers of communism, and the
cost of a convention. On election
day at the polls in some counties
placards appeared saying an affir-
mative vote on the Issue was a vote
of communism. The question of a
call lost 57.01 per cent to 42.9 per
cent. Only half of the voters casting
ballots in the governor's race voted
on the constitutional issue.

In light of Kentucky's potential
voter eligibility in 1947, the consti-
tutional Issue was decided by
approximately 18 per cent of the
voting population. This result re-
flected the fact that it was not the
vocal opposition which defeated
the call of a constitutional conven-
tion, but rather a disheartening
apathetic public. 1

The famous section 248 was ;

revised by popular vote In 1949, but
even so there were changes of :

"managed" vote counts. At the i

same time an amendment was i

approved to raise the educational i
equalization fund from 10 to 25 per
cent. An attempt was made by j

Governor Edward T. Breathitt, In j
1964, to have framed by chosen !

delegates a model constitution to ;
prove that changes could be made 2

safely, but even this effort failed. 3

Throughout the years from 1784 --5

onward It has been almost Impos-- v-

isible to arouse the Kentucky popu- -
lace Intellectually and emotionally ?.
on the subject of revision of Its $
constitutional form of government,
no matter how out of date It might
be.

Editor's not: This Is one cf a '
series of articles wrlttan by human-Itle-s

professors on Kentucky's Con- - :

stltutlon. The artlclts am provlcfid
by the Lt;!slatlv Rcssarch Com ;

mission, through a crsnt from t:.t :

Kentucky Humanitisa Council, In j:
an effort to prtter.t Information 13
Kentucky votsrs prior ta vcti en
tfts Constitutions! Ccnv:-::- :i ::

which Is cn tts Ncv:r" r
8, U77 fcsilct.)


