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City plans park
at SynshiEie Lodge

By Robin Garr III

Managing Editor

The 4.5-acr- e grounds around Sun-

shine Lodge, the Jeffersontown police
headquarters on Blue Bird Lane, may be
developed as a public park next year.

City officials have applied for 50-5- 0

matching funds from the U.S. Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation to develop the park.
They hope to receive $30,000 over the
next three years, with the bulk of
development to take place during the
first year, beginning next spring.

Police Chief Robert J. Gutman, in

charge of the development project,
appeared at Thursday's hearing of the
Jefferson County Planning Commis-
sion, where commissioners found no
planning objection to the park develop-
ment.

Gutman displayed plans for the
project, which include a tennis court,
covered picnic area, playground equip-
ment, picnic tables, a recreation field
for kickball and other games requiring
open space but no specially marked
field, an area for sledding down a slope
toward Watterson Trail and two outdoor
rest rooms.

Mayor Owen Potts said an old,
(alien-i- n spring on the site also is to be
landscaped, surrounded with stone and
restored. The police lodge itself also will
have outdoor landscaping added.

Potts said preliminary development
and landscaping plans were drawn up at
no cost to a city by Korfhage Florist and
Nursery, 9611 Taylorsville Road.

"We want to generally rejuvenate the
area and improve it as a picnic park,"
Potts explained. He noted that the only
present city park is the Jefferson-'tow- n

Area Community Center grounds
at 10617 Taylorsville Road.

(County parks in the general area
operated by the Metropolitan Park and
Recreation Department are Skyview

Hopewell church
makes plans to grow

By Kathy French
Staff Writer

The Hopewell Baptist Church is

planning to add a two-stor- y brick
educational wing to their present facility
at 4305 Hopewell Road.

Sunday, Sept. 25, the church will
begin a two-wee- $175,000 bond drive
to pay for the structure
and remodel the present school build-
ing.

"By we'll be. moving
dirt,'" said the Rev. Floyd Pricej pastor.
No completion date has been projected,
but Price estimated it might be next
spring or early summer.

The new building will cost approxi-
mately $168,000 and will contain 19

classrooms, a mechanical room and four
rest rooms. Some of the rooms will have
dividing folding doors to provide large
meeting rooms.

The present facility has been over-

crowded for some time. In fact, the
congregation saw a need for expansion
in 1965 when the auditorium was
completed, recalled Price. The
preschool classrooms aren't large
enough for the toys, equipment, a
couple of teachers and the students,
the pastor noted.

Many of the other classes are held in

uncomfortable settings: the auditorium
and the basement of the minister's
house. Also the church has only two

Park on Watterson Trail near the
Bluegrass Industrial Park, Des Pres
Park on Lowe Road In Hikes Point,
Chenoweth Park on Billtown Road
between Jeffersontown and Fern Creek,
and Fishermans and Floyds Fork Parks
in the rural east of Jeffersontown.)

Potts also said he hopes to get the
Jeffersontown Park, Playground and
Recreation Commission operating

or establish a new city park board.
The commission was formed under
another city administration in 1974,
primarily to administer a BOR funds
application for the community center
grounds.

Potts said the commission has been
inactive under his administration. He
would like to see such a board supervise
development of the Sunshine Lodge
grounds and look into establishing
"mini-parks- " in other city neighbor-
hoods, the mayor said.

The Sunshine Lodge site includes the
police station and Is bounded by
Watterson Trail, Blue Bird Lane, and
the property line between the police
station and the Jefferson Area Voca-

tional School.
City Clerk Barbara Laird said the city

is applying for the funds over three
years because the requested $30,000
must be matched by an equal amount of
local money. It would be difficult for the
city to justify spending all $30,000
during one fiscal year, she explained.

Chief Gutman said, however, that he
would hope to do the major part of the
park development during the first year
if possible.

In any case, the funds application is
not definite. Jeffersontown's applica-
tion must compete with other bids for
park money in Kentucky, and at the
BOR regional office in Atlanta.

Mayor Potts said he wouldn't even
want to guess how long this process
might take.

"tiny" bathrooms for the
congregation, Price observed.

The expansion should satisfy both
present and future needs said the
pastor. The latest concept in Christian
education calls for teaching large Sun-

day School classes that break up Into
smaller groups. "All our literature
is designed for large groups, small
groups," he explained.

"People like to be in larger groups
now," said Price. He noted that Sunday
School attendance has fluctuated from
150 to 230, and said, "I feel that It's due
to the uncomfortable setting."

Once the new building is completed
the congregation will remodel the
present clasrooms. By knocking out
walls, the renovated section will be
altered to a fellowship hall and recrea-
tion area.

Price hopes the church bonds will be
sold in three or four days. The bonds
will be in $250, $500, and $1,000
denominations maturing In six months
to 14 years. Interest rates run from 7V4

to 8V2 per cent, depending on matura-
tion. Return on the investment can be as
high as on the larger, longest
term bonds," he said. "It's a "good
investment for our people and it helps
the church," Price added.

The pastor has a lot of confidence in

his flock. "We don't have any rich
people. In 1975, when people didn't
have jobs, we always made our budget.
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We are concerned with the increasing
cost of providing government services.

We believe that tax paying citizen
deserves an efficient team

of public servants dedicated to economy
and professionalism in all divisions

of city government.
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