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Notes and news 
about WCMS Athletics

Stasha Hickey sets   new WCHS 
pole vault record - twice

STASHA HICKEY broke the WCHS pole vault re-
cord two times in four days. First, at the Woodford 
All-Comers meet on Tuesday, April 10, she cleared 
8-ft., 7-ins. to break the record, top. After landing, 
she jumped up and celebrated her accomplishment, 
middle, then hugged Liz Kunz, a volunteer with 
the team in the pole vault event, bottom. Her new 
record did not last long, however. Just four days 
later at the Tates Creek Invitational on Saturday, 
April 14, Hickey broke her own record when she 
cleared 9-ft. at the meet. (Photo by Steve Blake / 
multiexposures.com)

SPEICAL TO THE SUN

Tiger softball dominates early schedule

The Woodford County 
Middle School softball team 
has been dominant through 
its fi rst 10 games, as they have 
outscored opponents 108-14. 

The season began with a 
road trip to Mercer County, 
where the Tigers overwhelmed 
Mercer with 16 runs on eight 
hits. Caitlin Ferguson, Kristen 
Eads and Kerstyn Coleman 
each recorded two hits, while 
Hannah Krueger and Kyla 
Simpson combined to pitch a 
no-hit shutout. 

The Tigers continued their 
solid play and hammered their 
next opponent, Georgetown 
Middle, 9-1. Ferguson, Eads 
and Coleman continued their 
hot hitting, while Brittany 
Baker, Lindsay Anderson, 

Sydney Fugate, Erica Hysell 
and Kyla Simpson also had 
several hits to lead the Tigers. 
Hannah Krueger and Caitlin 
Karo combined to pitch a 
one-hitter.

The Tigers then hosted eight 
teams in their annual Tiger 
Bash tournament. They opened 
tournament play strong, de-
feating Elkhorn Middle 12-0, 
Estill County 15-0, Elkhorn 
Middle again 16-1 and Bon-
durant Middle 12-0. Krueger, 
Karo, Simpson, and Bethany 
Todd dominated in the circle, 
while the entire team continued 
to pound out hits. 

The championship game 
against Scott County proved 
much tougher for the Tigers, 
as the Cardinal bats were hot 
early, as they turned three hits 
and two Woodford errors into 

three early runs. Meanwhile, 
the Tiger batters were stymied 
by the Cardinal pitching. In 
the end, Scott County won 
the game 9-5 and Woodford 
fi nished in second place in the 
tournament. Kyla Simpson, 
Ferguson, Baker, and Coleman 
led Woodford on offense.

The Tigers rebounded from 
their loss to Scott County with 
a 6-3 win over Bondurant 
Middle. Leading Woodford on 
offense were Anderson, Baker 
and Caitlin Karo. Pitching for 
the Tigers were Krueger and 
Bethany Todd. 

Next, Woodford faced Elk-
horn for the third time in two 
weeks. The Tigers dominated 
play and won the game 12-0. 
Ferguson, Coleman, Baker 
and Krueger led the offensive 
attack. Simpson and Karo 

combined to pitch a perfect 
game for Woodford, striking 
out nine of the 12 hitters they 
faced.

The Tigers got a chance to 
redeem their only loss to date 
when they hosted Scott County 
just before spring break. 

In the game, Woodford’s 
pitching found an answer to 
the Scott County hitting, as 
Krueger and Karo worked 
to give up only two Cardinal 
hits. However, Scott County’s 
pitching remained hot until the 
fi nal inning, when Woodford’s 
batters fi nally started to fi gure 
it out. 

Things began for the Tigers 
when Krueger led off with a 
single to left. Claire Branden-
burg then put down a perfect 
sacrifi ce bunt and reached on 
a fi elder’s choice. Next, Fer-
guson lifted a long fl y ball to 
deep left fi eld to advance the 
runners to second and third, 
which was followed by Scott 
County intentionally walking 
Simpson and pulling its infi eld 
in for a play at the plate. 

Then, Kerstyn Coleman 
lifted a fl y ball to left center-
fi eld, which scored Peyton 
Rose, who had been inserted as 
a courtesy runner for Krueger. 
With that score, Woodford won 
the game 1-0. 

TRACK
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In the 100-meter hurdles, 
Henninger scored a 10th-
place fi nish in 19.27, while in 
the 300-meter hurdles, Laura 
Grenfell took sixth in a time 
of 52.40.

In the team’s best relay 
events, the team of Adira Jar-
man, Carly Graf, Jodi DeJohn 
and Meredith Davis fi nished 
fourth in the 4x800-meter 
event, while the team of Kath-
lyn Fisher, Kendall Johnson, 
Anna Mettler and Shelby 
Williams fi nished fourth in the 
4x400-meter event.

In the fi eld events, Allie 
Roberts took fi fth place in the 
high jump when she cleared 5-
ft., while her teammate, Ellen 
Ward came in ninth, clearing 
4-ft., 10-ins.

Along with Hickey’s sec-
ond-place fi nish in the pole 
vault, Woodford’s Jessica 
Woods came in 12th, clearing 
6-ft., 6-ins.

In the long jump, Grenfell 
fi nished in sixth place with 
a leap of 14-ft., 4 ins., while 
Madison Bowman came in 
24th with a jump of 11-ft. 
7-ins.

Along with Ford’s fi nishes 
in the shot put and discus, Han-
nah Carpenter also competed 
in both events for the Jackets. 
In the shot, she fi nished in 15th 
with a throw of 25-ft., 6-ins. 
She then took 14th in the discus 
with a throw of 73-ft., 4-ins.

Woodford had some boys 
competing at Tates Creek as 
well.

In the 100-meter dash, 
Kene Amadife finished in 
15th in 11.85, while Declan 

McClintock came in 33rd in 
13.39. 

Amadife was also Wood-
ford’s top fi nisher in the 200-
meter dash, taking 14th in 
24.02. Austin Bambach also 
participated and fi nished in 
30th in 26.77.

In the 800-meter run, Court-
land Johnson finished the 
race in 23rd place in a time of 
2:25.19. Robert Irvin also ran 
in the 800 and fi nished in 30th 
with a time of 2:34.58.

In the long distance runs, 
Ben Rathbone was Woodford’s 
best fi nisher in the 1,600-meter 
and 3,200-meter runs. In the 
1,600, he fi nished in 13th in 
5:00.54, while in the 3,200, he 
came in eighth in 10:47.74.

Irvin also ran in the 1,600, 
fi nishing in 27th in 5:31.70, 
while Vince Shaw also ran in 
the 3,200, fi nishing in 27th in 

12:38.80.
In both hurdle events, Chad 

Venn had the best scores for the 
Jackets. In the 110-meter event, 
he fi nished 12th in 20.09, while 
in the 300-meter event he came 
in 18th in 49.37.

In the fi eld events, Shaw fi n-
ished in ninth place in the high 
jump, clearing 5-ft., 6-ins., 
while Keenon Laine fi nished 
20th, clearing 5-ft. 

In the pole vault, Ian 
O’Canna came in 13th, while 
Venn finished 18th. Both 
Woodford athletes, along with 
one from Scott County, cleared 
7-ft., but a tiebreaker deter-
mined the order of fi nish.

In the throwing events, 
Walter Kinder took 18th place 
in the shot put with a throw of 
33-ft., 7-ins., and Coty Curry 
took 23rd in the discus, with 
a 72-ft., 8-in. toss.
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CATIE FLETCHER, a senior on the Woodford County High School girls’ bas-
ketball team, signed to play for Asbury University next year during a signing 
ceremony on Monday in the WCHS library. In 2012, Fletcher helped lead her 
team to a 22-12 record, the 41st District Tournament title and the semifi nals 
of the 11th-Region Tournament. In the process, she scored 422 points, led the 
team with a 12.4 points per game average, and pulled down 160 rebounds. In 
her high-school career, she scored 1,523 points, third highest in WCHS history, 
and had 520 rebounds. She is also third all-time with 204 three-point shots 
made. Shown in the photo during her singing ceremony, from left, are her 
father, Andrew Fletcher; Catie; her mother, Vicky Fletcher; and her brother, 
Josiah Fletcher. Back row, from left, are Melissa Sharpe (former WCHS soft-
ball coach), Rog Taylor (AAU coach); Jay Lucas (WCHS girls’ head basketball 
coach) and Jack Defreitas, (Asbury University women’s assistant basketball 
coach). (Photo by Rick Capone)

fell to Hunter Haley and Land-
on Packett 8-4 at No. 2. Clos-
ing out the event, Woodford’s 
Wes Smith and Alec Holman 
lost to Clay and Chase Thorton 
8-1 in the No. 3 slot.

In the girls’ competition, 
Woodford started things off at 
Lafayette with a 5-0 victory. 

In an abbreviated meet, 
with three singles and two 
doubles, Woodford swept all 
fi ve matches.

In singles, Lindsey Settles 
defeated Meredith Britt 6-4, 
6-1 in the No. 1 slot, Megan 
Berry beat Beata Barati 6-2, 
6-0 in the No. 2 slot and Liz 
McIntyre beat Krista Manche 
4-6, 6-1, 10-8 at No. 3.

In doubles, Woodford’s 
Kaylee Hicks and Jane Watts 
beat Abby Miller and Clare 
Holl 6-1, 6-2 in the No. 1 po-
sition, while Bethany Johnson 

and Audrey Sandknop beat 
Chloe Bardin and Abby King 
6-4, 6-1 to give the Jackets 
the win.

Woodford then lost its 
next two events: an 8-1 loss 
at Lexington Catholic on 
Wednesday, April 11, and a 4-1 
loss at Lexington Christian on 
Friday, April 13.

In the meeting with Lex-
ington Catholic, Lindsey 
Sizemore lost at No. 1 singles 
8-0 to Emiliy Rizer, Berry fell 
to Cheyenne Green 8-1 at No. 
2 and Jane Watts fell to Alli 
Deaton 9-7 at No. 3.

Hicks got Woodford on the 
scoreboard with an 8-3 win at 
No. 4 over Catherine Healy, 
but then Johnson fell to Eliza-
beth Bishop 8-3 at No. 5 and 
Audrey Sandknop fell to Jane 
Van Winle 8-2 at No. 6.

In doubles, the Jackets
lost all three matches. At No.
1, Sizemore and Berry fell to
Rizer and Deaton 8-0, while
Watts and Hicks lost to Green
and Eliza Waller 8-4 at No.
2 and Johnson and Audrey
Sandknop fell to Katherine 
Patterson and Davin Hazard
8-1 at No. 3.

In another abbreviated
event, Woodford traveled to
Lexington Christian and fell
4-1.

In singles, Lindsey Settles
lost to Christen Puckett 8-2 at
No. 1, Berry fell to Hope Fra-
zier 8-4 at No. 2 and Watts lost
to Emily Parks 8-1 at No. 3.

In doubles, Settles and Leah 
Brown lost to Katie Eden and
Hannah Sither 8-0 to close out
the meet.

“Right down the middle, a 
perfect (pitch) for me. My 
pitch. It was defi nitely perfect 
to hit. I didn’t expect to hit it 
over. I was just trying to make 
contact to help the team and 
that was it.”

Then, two batters later, with 
one runner on base, Darrian 
Jamison also hit one over the 
centerfi eld fence to extend 
Woodford’s lead to 7-0. It was 
the second time this season that 
Jamison hit a homer in the same 
game that Moussette did.

“It’s kind of a going thing; 
she hits one, alright, I’ve got to 
own up to follow her, because 
it’s our little (freshman-senior) 
bonding thing,” Jamison said. 
“But, I was a little worried 
because I was out in front of 
the fi rst pitch and caught my 
ankle, and I was like … ‘al-
right, alright, got to wait, got 
to chill.’ So, next pitch was a 
ball. Next pitch … was a little 
bit below my knee, and I just 
reached down, got it and it was 
gone, and I was (thinking), 
‘okay, I’ll take it.’”

Head coach Valdez Floyd 
was very happy with the home 
runs by both of his players.

“What can you say about 
Keely Moussette,” he said. “… 
She has great hand-eye coor-
dination. She’s a wonderful 
player to coach. Darrian, obvi-
ously, the senior in the group. 
She has worked and worked 

and worked, and this is the 
result of that work. We’re really 
proud of both of them.”

After those two scores, 
Woodford added two more 
runs in the inning. The fi rst 
came when Shelton got a hit 
for a single, scoring sopho-
more Cheyenne Jamison to 
make it 8-0.

Then, two batters later, Abel 
hit a single into center fi eld, 
which scored Shelton to make 
it 9-0 at the end of two.

In the third inning, Abel 
continued her strong pitching 
on the night and got the Lady 
Wolverines out in order on 
two more strikeouts and an 
easy line drive that was caught 
by senior Andrea Graham at 
fi rst base. 

SHELBY ABEL pitched all fi ve innings of the 12-1 vic-
tory at Western Hills on Thursday, April 12. She threw 
fi ve strikeouts in the game. (Photo by Rick Capone)

SUPPORTS
YOUTH BASEBALL

110 Frankfort Street  •  873-3663 (FOOD)

Back Row: James Gibson,
Collin Kemp, Jack Gibson

Front Row: Leland Taylor,
Cole Ethington, Landon Wettlaufer

W
3
1
2
2
1
0
0

TEE BALL STANDINGS
Rangers
Astros
Pirates
Blue Jays
Yankees
Reds
Red Sox

T
0
1
0
0
0
1
0

L
0
0
1
1
2
2
3

Any Youth Baseball player
wearing their team uniform gets

1 KIDS MENU
ITEM FREE

with purchase of
an adult entrée.

In the third inning, with 
two outs, Woodford scored 
their fi nal two runs. The fi rst 
came on a hit to centerfi eld by 
Darrian Jamison, which scored 
Graham to make it 10-0. The 
second run came on a grounder 
to center fi eld by Cheyenne 
Jamison, which scored junior 
Ashley Ready, who was pinch-
running for Darrian Jamison, 
to make it 11-0.

Neither team scored again 
until the fi fth, when Woodford 
got its 12th and fi nal run on a 
hit by Darrian Jamison to left 
fi eld, which scored Moussette 
to make it 12-1, which is how 
the game ended.

While the game came down 
to timely hitting and tough 

defense by the Yellow Jackets, 
Abel’s strong pitching was 
also a major factor in the vic-
tory, which Floyd made sure 
to mention.

“She (Abel) was phenom-
enal today,” Floyd said. “She 
was hitting her spots. She was 
doing the little things that 
makes a difference.”


