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Legislator 
praises police

To the Editor:
On March 29, the Frank-

fort Police Department was 
put to the test and it passed 
with flying colors.

A gentleman in the Old 
Town Village condomini-
ums exchanged words with 
another neighbor and re-
treated to the house where 
he was seen loading a gun.  
Police were called and a 10-
hour standoff ensued.

 As a resident in the com-
plex I watched the event un-
fold for several hours.  The 
Tactical Response Unit ar-
rived and effectively locked 
down the surrounding areas 
so many of us were unable to 
leave.

 At no point did I feel 
threatened because of the 
professionalism employed 
by the FPD, even when shots 
were fired at them.  They 
treated the gentleman with 
care, using several humane 
strategies to coax him from 
his home.  The police offi-
cers did their best to keep 
us informed and safe as the 
events unfolded. 

 Under the leadership of 
Rob Richardson, the Tacti-
cal Response Unit had a suc-
cessful, peaceful resolution 
to what could have been a 
nightmarish end. 

 Too often we read about 
these kinds of situations that 
take a terrible turn, resulting 
in serious injuries or deaths 
of innocent bystanders, fam-
ily members and police offi-
cers.  Responders sometimes 
react too quickly to the situ-
ation in an attempt to bring 
about swift closure.

 This was not the case on 
March 29 and I commend 
the patience and outstand-
ing manner in which the 
Frankfort Police Depart-
ment conducted itself.  The 
City of Frankfort should be 
proud to have such an ex-
emplary police force led by 
Chief Walter Wilhoite.
Dennis Keene
Wilder

Editor’s note: Keene is the 67th District 
state representative.

Save energy, 
save money

To the Editor:
I want to celebrate the 

city’s decision to hire a sus-
tainability coordinator. 

In these tight budget 
times, it is hard to create 
a new position, especially 
when there are positions, 
such as in the planning de-
partment, that have gone 
unfunded and unfilled for 
too long.  There is a lot of 
good work waiting to be 
done, and not enough re-
sources to fund it.

How do we best use the 
resources that we have to 
sustain and build a thriv-
ing community? The logical 
place to look to cut spend-
ing is in areas like energy 
use and landfill tipping fees.  
There is no one out there 
arguing that we should be 
putting more money into 
electricity use or fuel pur-
chases. We want the lights 
on and the buildings warm 
in the winter, the police car 
to show up when we need it, 
and the streets to be clean 
of garbage, but, if we could 
spend 25 percent less on en-
ergy and landfill tipping fees 
and still accomplish these 
things, no one would com-
plain.

The good news is that the 
City of Frankfort has the op-
portunity to save money on 
energy use.  We currently 
spend about $1.5 million on 
energy, and we are wasting 
a lot of that money through 
inefficiency.  I’d rather hire 
another police officer than 
spend money on heat es-
caping out of a poorly sealed 
building.  I’d rather reward 
city employees for years of 
good work than spend mon-
ey to throw aluminum cans 
and other recyclables away 
in the landfill.

These are not new ideas.  
Cities around the country 
have been saving money for 
years through energy effi-
ciency and conservation:
nIn 2009-2010, the City of 

Asheville, N.C., reduced its 
energy spending by 5.9 per-
cent and saved $336,216.
nCleveland, Ohio, saved 

over $1.1 million through in-
creased recycling and ener-
gy efficiency  improvements 
at its water treatment plant 
from 2005-2008.  When the 
recession hit, the city fo-
cused on further energy ef-
ficiency improvements to 
avoid layoffs.
nThe Ann Arbor, Mich., 

city energy office has saved 
taxpayers more than $5 mil-
lion over the past decade. 
nCloser to home, in 2010, 

Louisville cut energy use in 
buildings and facilities by 
10 percent, cut city fuel con-
sumption by 5 percent, and 
increased recycling rates by 
10 percent.

Saving money through 
efficiency and conservation 
is not hard, but it does take 
time and attention.  Our city 
has achieved some energy 
savings over the past sever-
al years through the work of 
existing city staff, and their 
accomplishments should be 
celebrated.  However, cur-
rent city employees already 
have full-time jobs, and it is 
unfair and ineffective to lay 
full responsibility for im-

proving city energy efficien-
cy on them.

To stop wasting our scarce 
dollars on inefficient energy 
use, we need to establish en-
ergy reduction goals, create 
a plan for achieving them, 
implement the plan, and 
track our progress towards 
achieving these goals.  This 
can only realistically be 
coordinated by someone 
whose time and energy are 
dedicated to this effort – a 
city sustainability coordina-
tor.
Connie LemLey
Frankfort

Prejudice 
persistent

To the Editor:
I am Trayvon Martin! 
In Sanford, Fla., a teen is 

dead, shot and killed by a 
neighborhood security pa-
trol. All the details are not 
known yet, but just the over-
zealous act of the security 
guard is enough to cause a 
national outcry. And now 
some reports say the young 
man died after an alterca-
tion with the security guard. 
Who knows what happened 
if you didn’t see it?

I graduated from Frank-
fort High School in 1956 as 
the last all-Caucasian class. 
It was a milestone and a 
benchmark. However, add-
ing children of a different 
culture and background did 
not take away the prejudice 
that still plagues America. 
The reason can come from 
many definitions, however 
my close friend and intelli-
gent debater, Max Thomas, 
has his own story:

“I am Trayvon Martin.  
For the past few weeks I have 
been watching the Trayvon 
Martin story usually end-
ing up teary-eyed because it 
brings back the memory of 
my parents telling me at an 
early age about being black 
and walking in different 
neighborhoods and the is-
sue of racial profiling. 

“Twenty-five years later 
my wife and I shared these 
same warnings with our son.  
Now in 2012 I can truly say ‘I 
am Trayvon Martin’ as I be-
lieve any parent, regardless if 
you are black or white, male 
or female, you have to feel for 
Trayvon’s parents and won-
der how this can happen in 
2012. I believe racial profil-
ing is alive and hopefully 
this is a wake-up call for ev-
eryone!”

The wake-up call, my 
friend, will not come until 
we have a higher level of ed-
ucation among our popula-
tion. Prejudice is born of ig-
norance and supported by a 
huge lack in public social be-
havior which very well could 
be the product of ignorance.

A better-informed soci-
ety may bring about an im-
proved attitude toward pub-
lic behavior. This racial pro-
filing will not change in the 
near future.   

I wonder, are the police 
part of the problem or part of 
the cure? And has Florida’s 
gun law gone too far?

This won’t help the family 
of Trayvon but as my friend 
Max Thomas says, it may be 
a wake-up call.

As those us who have lost 

a child know, whatever the 
circumstance, the pain, 
suffering and sorrow of the 
family last a long, long time.
Jim AnDerson stivers
Frankfort

Story raises 
a question

To the Editor:
Another delightful pro-

file for your recent Mon-
day issue, re:  Bubby Moore 
and his motorcycle shop...
but hey, please enlighten us:  
Why would author Ms. Was-
son, after extolling Bubby’s 
myriad virtues within this 
little-known subculture of 
the motorcycle world – then 
tantalize us not once, in a 
five-column headline on the 
second page of the article, 
but twice, by the headline 
and  a reference within the 
copy, that “the only bikes he 
won’t work on are the Gold-
wings”?

C’mon Katheran – share:  
WHY won’t he work on Gold-
wings? I’ve always thought 
they were a pretty unique 
and beneficent group, those 
grey knights with their 
equally grey ladies aboard, 
riding to support charities 
and all that good stuff. You 
raised the issue, Katheran – 
now give it up, tell us.  Await-
ing with bated breath....
longtime MS 150 Bike Rider 
grateful to Goldwing sags....
Debbie brAmLAge
Frankfort

Ticket hassle 
taxes patience

To the Editor:
I encourage people I meet 

to visit our great city and 
think that it should be “user-
friendly,” but when I took my 
two grandsons to visit the 
renovated Military Museum, 
this was not the case.  

After you park and enter 
the building, you are told 
that you have to go to the 
History Center on Broad-
way to get the tickets. Back 
in the car, negotiate the one-
way streets, find a place to 
park, get tickets, and drive 
back to the Military Muse-
um. Thank goodness that 
I am from Frankfort and 
know the streets and where 
to find parking. I think this is 
asking too much of visitors, 
especially senior citizens.  
There is a donation box at 
the Military Museum, and 
a simple $5 an individual or 
$10 for two or more could be 
charged. Most people have 
those denominations with 
them or the museum greeter 
could easily charge a credit 
card. This was my second at-
tempt to visit this museum. 
The first time, we parked 
and went to the door only 
to find it locked. It would be 
nice if an “Open” or “Closed” 
sign could be hung below the 
main sign since the museum 
is closed for a few months 
during the winter. 
Lynn Cruz  
Frankfort
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Companies that 
produce con-
cealer and other 
cosmetics prod-

ucts have apparently been 
doing some concealing of 
their own. Estee Lauder, 
Avon and Mary Kay have 
resumed animal testing on 
cosmetics to sell in China 
– even as the companies 
continue to claim in the 
United States that their 
products are cruelty-free. 
And now, federal lawmak-
ers are debating new ways 
to regulate cosmetics.

As a toxicologist, I can 
understand why the ani-
mal testing revelation 
has American customers 
fuming. We do not want 
animals to suffer and die 
to bring lipstick and eye 
shadow to store shelves 
– especially when non-ani-
mal methods make this 
testing completely unnec-
essary. There is no excuse 
for any cosmetics company 
to test products on animals 
at anytime, anywhere, for 
any reason.

Estee Lauder, Avon and 
Mary Kay, which have not 
tested on animals in more 
than two decades, should 
not have given in to the 
Chinese government’s de-
mands for animal testing 
when they know animal 
testing is cruel, inefficient 
and ineffective.

The majority of con-
sumers want to purchase 
products that have not 
been tested in experiments 
on animals. More than 70 
percent of Americans op-
pose testing personal care 
products on animals, ac-
cording to an independent 
survey our organization 
recently commissioned. 
Sixty-one percent said that 
testing these products on 
animals should be illegal. 
And 78 percent agreed that 
developing alternatives to 
animal testing is impor-
tant.

Cruelty-free cosmet-
ics are now solidly main-
stream. In fact, the Euro-
pean Union banned ani-
mal tests for cosmetics and 
personal care products 
in 2009. Some high-pro-
file American companies, 
including Bath and Body 
Works, Almay and Aveda, 
have stopped testing their 
products on animals.

But tens of thousands of 
rabbits, guinea pigs, mice, 
and rats each year are still 
subjected to excruciat-
ing tests at the behest of 
other companies, includ-
ing crude procedures in 
which irritating chemicals 
are placed in animals’ eyes 
and on their skin.

These painful tests are 

not the most effective way 
to test cosmetics. Each spe-
cies reacts differently to 
various substances, so it is 
difficult to interpret what 
animal test results mean 
for humans.

There is a better way. 
Non-animal alternatives _ 
which are cheaper, faster 
and more accurate – are al-
ready widely available. For 
example, artificial human 
skin and eye models grown 
in the laboratory can mim-
ic the potential dangers a 
new substance might pose 
to human skin and eyes 
more accurately than rab-
bit tests.

Estee Lauder, Avon and 
Mary Kay should regain 
their cruelty-free statuses 
and use this experience to 
educate consumers and 
governments about the im-
portance of testing prod-
ucts using ethical methods 
based on human physiol-
ogy. And other cosmetics 
companies should make 
the transition to cruelty-
free methods.

It’s 2012 – no company 
should be testing its prod-
ucts by dropping chemi-
cals into the eyes or onto 
the bare skin of rabbits. It’s 
time for China, the United 
States, and other coun-
tries to specify non-animal 
tests in their cosmetics and 
chemical testing policies. 
And it’s time for all cos-
metics companies to heed 
their customers’ demands 
for cruelty-free products.

Kristie Sullivan is the scientific and 
policy adviser with the vegan organi-
zation Physicians Committee for Re-
sponsible Medicine.

KriSTie SuLLivan
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