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When black bears emerge 
from their dens in eastern 
Kentucky, they have food 
and companionship on their 
minds.

“They haven’t eaten in 
three to four months,” said 
Steven Dobey, bear biologist 
for the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources. “After a couple of 
weeks they really work up an 
appetite.” 

Bears prefer natural foods 
but in April and May those 
foods are few and far be-
tween. Bears feed on green-
ery and insects such as 
grubs until berries begin to 
ripen later in the summer.

Male bears do a lot of 
traveling, which continues 
throughout the breeding 

season in June, and increas-
es the chances for human-
bear interactions. About 70 
percent of nuisance bear 
complaints are directly re-
lated to bears getting into 
somebody’s garbage. 

“In Kentucky, it’s illegal 
to feed bears intentional-
ly or unintentionally,” said 
Dobey. ”Feeding a bear will 
cause it to lose its natural 
fear of humans. A bear that 
is acclimated to people is 
more likely to be euthanized 
than relocated. Avoid mak-
ing bears a nuisance. Don’t 
feed bears.”

Landowners in bear 
country can take some 
simple precautions to pre-
vent problems. “You have to 
eliminate the lure,” said Do-
bey. “Keep the garbage away 
from the house and prefera-
bly store it in a bear-resistant 
container.”

Food scraps, pet food, 
even seed in bird feeders, 
can attract hungry bears 
looking for an easy meal.

“Don’t leave garbage out-
side on the porch overnight. 
Instead, wait until the morn-
ing of the pick-up to put it 
outside.  Avoid throwing 
food scraps outside to feed 
wildlife or pets,” said Dobey.

If camping, picnick-
ing, hiking or fishing, food 
should be stored in the trunk 
when vehicles are left unat-
tended.  “Don’t leave it on 
the seat or floorboard or you 
risk damage to your vehicle,” 
said Dobey.

Adult male bears roam far 
and wide after they emerge 
from their dens. “At approx-
imately 14 months of age, 
yearling bears are kicked 
out by the mother and go out 
on their own to establish a 
home range,” said Dobey.

“It is not uncommon for 
sub-adult males, which tend 
to roam more extensively 
than adults, to have home 
ranges greater than 70,000 
acres in size.” 

Reports of bear sight-
ings and nuisance com-
plaints are received from as 
far north as Greenup Coun-
ty and as far west as Laurel 
County. Complaints also 
generate from Kentucky’s 
southeastern border with 
West Virginia, Virginia and 
Tennessee. 

“A majority of our bear re-
ports come from five coun-
ties: Harlan, Letcher, Pike, 
McCreary, and Bell,” said 
Dobey. 

To prevent being one of 
those bear reports, follow 
these simple precautions 
and keep bears in the woods 
where they belong.
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Garbage draws unwanted attention from black bears. Food scraps and pet food also attract bears to feed. Landowners in the 
eastern Kentucky bear country should store garbage and pet food in bear-resistant containers and refrain from throwing table 
scraps outside to feed pets or wildlife. they also place trash out for pick-up on the morning scheduled to prevent bears from coming 
around the home.

Special to the State Journal

A popular fishing access 
to Elkhorn Creek in Frank-
lin County is closed indefi-
nitely because of the start of 
a major expansion project 
at Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery.

Walk-in access to the 
creek from the hatchery 
grounds was closed April 
2 and will likely remain 
closed until June 2013 be-
cause of heavy construc-
tion equipment being 
moved onto the property 
for the start of a $5 million 
expansion project. Public 
tours of the hatchery, which 
is located off Indian Gap 
Road in northern Frank-
lin County, have been sus-
pended.

Pfeiffer is one of two fish 
hatcheries operated by the 
Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resourc-
es. The other is Minor Clark 
Fish Hatchery near More-

head.
The project is designed 

to increase fish produc-
tion at Pfeiffer Hatchery by 
20 percent. Improvements 
will include a new hatchery 
building and seven more 
acres of fish production 
ponds.

Anglers may still access 
the Elkhorn Creek at sev-
eral locations in Franklin 
and Scott counties. For lo-
cations of each site, visit the 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife 
website at fw.ky.gov and 
search under the keyword 
“VPA.”

The Voluntary Public 
Access (VPA) program is an 
effort by Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife to provide anglers 
with more locations to fish. 
Nearly 50 access points 
are now open to the public 
through landowner partici-
pation in this program.
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Anthony tabor, 10, took this 25-pound turkey recently. the 
bird had a 10.5-inch beard.
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By PAuL Smith
MilWauKee Journal Sentinel

MILWAUKEE – The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
surveys Americans every five 
years to assess trends in out-
door activities.

According to a 2009 anal-
ysis of the results, one of the 
most popular “outdoor rec-
reation activities” was wild-
life watching.

The Service estimates 
one-third of U.S. residents 
engage in wildlife watching.

For purposes of the sur-
vey, that’s defined as closely 
observing, photographing or 
feeding species of wildlife in 
backyards, wetlands, wood-
lands, rivers and lakes.

It can be done at home or 
away from it.

However, the report 
doesn’t include information 
on what seems to be a grow-
ing trend: people who watch 
wildlife via a digital device.

Last year a video camera 
placed near a bald eagle nest 
in Iowa drew large online 
audiences to view the adult 
birds’ efforts to hatch and 
raise eaglets.

In January, a “den cam” 
broadcast the birth of black 
bear cubs in Minnesota.

And in Wisconsin, cam-
eras provided live images of 
spawning sturgeon on the 
Wolf River and nesting os-
preys on Big Muskego Lake.

I’m a proponent of getting 

into the field and seeing the 
action live and in person.

But there are some things 
even the best eyes and op-
tics won’t reveal. And some 
wildlife, like nesting birds or 
birthing mammals, are best 
left undisturbed.

As technology has ad-
vanced and America’s digi-
tal obsession has increased, 
it’s no wonder wildlife cams 
have been a hit.

Now anyone _ dedicated 
wildlife traveler or couch-
loving web surfer can watch 
remote yet intimate views of 
animal behavior provided by 
a live web cam and the Inter-
net.

How many more millions 
of Americans watch wildlife 
through a live camera feed to 
their television, computer or 
smart phone?

Certainly it’s a big num-
ber.

There’s no substitute 
for getting outdoors. But if 
live web cams can increase 
America’s appreciation of 
wildlife and support for sci-
ence-based wildlife man-
agement, let the electrons 
flow.

Just don’t use it as another 
excuse for not making a real 
connection to nature.

And wouldn’t it be great 
if digital wildlife viewing 
would emulate hunting and 
angling and contribute a 
portion of its proceeds to 

conservation programs?
As spring has sprung 

across Wisconsin and much 
of the nation, many wildlife 
cams are offering views of 
spawning or nesting sites.

Here are several:
Not Hawkeyes, but eagles: 

Perhaps the biggest wildlife 
cam sensation in 2011 was 
the feed from a bald eagle 
nest in Decorah, Iowa. Ac-
cording to sponsors of the 
camera, 222 million viewers 
have accessed the U-stream 
site in the last year.

The adults hatched and 
successfully reared three ea-
glets in 2011. This year the fe-
male has laid three eggs, too. 
Its nest is placed in a cotton-
wood tree.

During the last year, the 
eagles repelled an attempted 
nest invasion by a raccoon. 
The birds have also been 
seen hunting, f lying and 
feeding at night.

To view the nest, visit 
http://www.ustream.tv/dec-
oraheagles.

Ivy League pride: Cornell 
University recently added a 
feed from a web cam placed 
near a red-tailed hawk nest 
on campus. The female hawk 
has been named “Big Red” 
after the school’s athletic 
teams.

The hawks have raised 
young at the site for at least 
the last four years. At least 
two eggs are in the nest.

Visit www.allaboutbirds.
org/cornellhawks.

Hawking the fish hawk: 
For several years, the City of 
Muskego has run an “Osprey 
Cam” from a platform on Big 
Muskego Lake.

To view, visit Muskego’s 
website at www.ci.muskego.
wi.us and search for Osprey 
Cam.

Wisconsin eagles: Shad-
ows on the Wolf, a non-prof-
it conservation group, of-
fers live shots of a bald ea-
gle nest on the Wolf River. 
Visit http://www.livewild-
lifecams.com/Wolf percen-
t20River percent20Eagles.
html.

A fish’s eye view: Wiscon-
sin’s biggest and oldest fish 
take center stage each spring 
as thousands of lake stur-
geon migrate up the Wolf 
River to spawn.

A series of underwater 
cameras provides views of 
the fish as they swim and jos-
tle in their mating ritual.

Due to warm weather in 
March, the sturgeon spawn 
is weeks ahead of normal. 
Fish have been observed 
spawning this week, accord-
ing to DNR sturgeon biolo-
gist Ron Bruch. The concen-
tration of fish is largest at the 
Shawano Dam.

To view the underwater 
camera, visit http://wolfriv-
ercam.com/Shawano per-
cent20Dam.html.

Wildlife watching via digital device or 
in person becoming a popular trend

Legal Notice
CITY OF FRANKFORT
INVITATION FOR BIDS

BID # 212008-68
The City of Frankfort will receive competitive sealed bids for two 

(2) complete trailer mounted pumps and all related accessories for the 
Frankfort Sewer Department in the Office of the Purchasing Division, 
(Finance Department), City Hall 315 West Second Street, Frankfort, 
Kentucky until April 26, 2012@ 2:00 pm EST.

All bids must be turned in to the Office of the Purchasing 
Division, City Hall 315 West Second St., Frankfort, KY, no 
later than 2:00 pm EST on date of bid opening.  Bids cannot be 
accepted at any other location.   Bids will be opened thereupon 
or about 2:05 pm EST, April 26, 2012, at a public bid opening in 
the Commission Chamber of City Hall, 315 West Second Street, 
Frankfort, Kentucky.  Bids must be received by the designated date 
and time and none will be considered thereafter.

The City of Frankfort, Kentucky reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids received, and to select that bid which it determines to be 
in its best interest.  The award of this bid will be made on the basis of 
the lowest bid price as permitted in KRS 45A.365.

All bid forms, information, and specifications regarding this 
bid are available from the Purchasing Office (502-875-8500) or at 
the Frankfort Sewer Department. Bidders are to submit their bid in 
a sealed envelope; the bidder is advised to clearly mark the sealed 
bid with the bid number and description listed above.  The City of 
Frankfort, Kentucky is not responsible for the premature opening 
of, or the failure to open, a sealed bid not properly addressed or 
identified.

Bidders are invited to be present for the opening of the bids 
submitted.

FOR THE CITY OF FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY
Angie Disponette, Purchasing Agent

04/15/12

Legal Notice
PUBLIC NOTICE

THERE WILL BE A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
FRANKFORT CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD ON APRIL 24, 
2012 AT 5:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED 
WITHIN CITY HALL, 315 WEST SECOND STREET, 
FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY.
ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 28, 2012
DEFAULT CASES:

1.  257 Sycamore Drive
Owner: Ellen & Elizabeth Gotshall
Citation # 120401
PMC Sections: 302.11 Public Nuisance, Sub-section 6; 304.6 

Exterior Walls; 302.7 Accessory Structures.
APPEALS: None
 OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Citizen's Comments
2. Election of Officers

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADJOURNMENT
04/15/12


