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BY ROGER ALFORD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

With political leaders de-
claring Kentucky’s drug 
abuse problem an epidemic, 
lawmakers passed a bill in-
tended to curb production 
of methamphetamine, the 
often homemade intoxicant 
that can be cooked up by 
mixing common household 
cleaning supplies and over-
the-counter cold medica-
tions that most people keep 
in their medicine cabinets.

But after weeks of debate, 
those same lawmakers failed 
to pass another measure that 
was intended to crack down 
on prescription drug abuse.

Those two issues are 
among a broad range of win-
ners and losers in the Ken-
tucky General Assembly’s 
2012 legislative session that 
began in early January and 
ended Thursday.

State Rep. David Floyd, 
R-Bardstown, said he con-
siders the session a success, 
even though far more bills 
died than were passed over 
the past four months.

“It’s unfortunate when we 
can’t come together on ev-
erything, but when has that 
ever happened,” the former 
GOP House whip said Friday. 
“But this is one of the beau-
tiful things about our system 
of representative democracy. 
We have disagreements. We 
present our positions. The 
other sides agree or disagree, 
and then we move on.”

The Amish won a victory 
with a bill exempting them 
from having to attach slow-
moving-vehicle emblems 
to the backs of their horse-
drawn carriages. 

They had objected to the 
requirement on religious 
grounds. Gambling propo-
nents lost a push to legalize 
casinos in the state to bolster 
the horse racing industry and 
generate additional govern-
ment revenue.

A $19 billion state oper-
ating budget passed easily 
through both the House and 
Senate and was signed into 
law by Gov. Steve Beshear. 
But a $4 billion transporta-
tion budget became mired 
in politics and didn’t make it 
through the process.

Lawmakers will get a sec-
ond shot at the transpor-
tation budget and the pre-
scription abuse legislation 
because Beshear has called 
a special legislative session 
to begin Monday to take up 
those two issues again.

Most other bills must wait 
at least until next January. 
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House Speaker Greg Stumbo, D-Prestonsburg (left), speaks with House Majority Floor Leader Rocky Adkins, D-Sandy Hook, in the waning hours of the final day of the 
2012 legislative session in the Kentucky House of Representatives.

That includes several anti-
abortion measures, one of 
which would have required 
women seeking to terminate 
pregnancies to undergo an 
ultrasound and be given the 
opportunity to look at the 
images. 

The measure passed the 
Senate but died in the House 
Health and Welfare Com-
mittee.

Both the Senate and 
House gave thumbs up to 
the anti-meth bill that will 
put limits on the amount of 
some over-counter medica-
tions that cold and allergy 
sufferers can purchase. The 
goal is to limit access to large 
quantities of medicines like 
Claritin-D and Allegra-D 
that contain pseudoephed-
rine, a key ingredient in the 
illegal drug.

That bill, already signed 
into law by Beshear, would 
limit purchases to no more 
than 7.2 grams a month or 
24 grams a year. That’s the 
equivalent of roughly two 
packages per month or sev-
en packages per year. People 
who need more would have 

to get a prescription.
A handful of bills received 

most of the public attention. 
A much debated legislative 
redistricting proposal took 
up most of the first month of 
the legislation session. 

Shortly after it passed, 
the Supreme Court struck 
it down as unconstitution-
al because the populations 
in the legislative districts 
weren’t adequately bal-
anced.

Redistricting occurs ev-
ery 10 years to account for 
population changes report-
ed in the U.S. Census. The 
latest count found that the 
state’s overall population 
grew from 4 million to 4.3 
million between 2000 and 
2010, requiring new legisla-
tive and congressional dis-
trict boundaries. At each lev-
el of government – including 
state legislatures and Con-
gress – the districts must be 
of nearly equal size.

Despite being the pet proj-
ect of Beshear, the gambling 
proposal was voted down by 
the Senate in February. Op-
ponents, including the Ken-

tucky Council of Churches 
and the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, had worked fe-
verishly against the proposal 
that called for a constitution-
al amendment allowing up 
to seven casinos to open in 
the state. The state’s horse-
racing industry pressed for 
passage.

When the legislative ses-
sion ended, Beshear and 
Senate President David 
Williams engaged in heat-
ed rhetoric over the failed 
transportation budget.

A furious Beshear sharply 
criticized Williams, his chief 
Republican adversary, for “a 
ridiculous political maneu-
ver” that forced lawmakers 
into next week’s special ses-
sion.

Beshear told reporters 
he is “disgusted and angry” 
that lawmakers ended the 
session late Thursday night 
without passing the trans-
portation budget or the pre-
scription drug abuse bill. 
The second-term Democrat 
called Williams “the fly in 
the ointment.”

Williams blamed Bes-

hear for the political stale-
mate that brought the legis-
lative session to the frustrat-

ing conclusion. And he also 
urged Beshear to moderate 
his criticism.

Legislative session produces broad range of winners, losers
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St. P aul United
M ethodist Church

50th Anniversary Celebration
St. Paul United Methodist Church

1800 Louisville Rd.

Sunday, April 22nd, 2012
11 AM Worship Service

Speaker: Rev. Richard Chamberlain
Former Pastor (1991-1994)

Reception to honor Rev. Chamberlain following service.
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