
PAGE A4    ■    APRIL 15, 2012    ■    THE STATE JOURNAL   ■    FR ANKFORT, KENTUCK Y

C M Y K C M Y K

AP/FERNANDO LLANO

U.S. Secret Service agents walk around the Convention Center in Cartagena, Colombia, prior to 
the opening ceremony of the 6th Summit of the Americas at the Convention Center in Cartagena, 
Colombia, Saturday. Last Thursday, a dozen Secret Service agents sent to provide security for U.S. 
President Barack Obama, were relieved from duty and replaced with other agency personnel after 
an incident of alleged misconduct. 

BY JULIE PACE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CARTAGENA, Colom-
bia (AP) – An embarrassing 
scandal involving prostitutes 
and Secret Service agents 
widened Saturday when the 
U.S. military confirmed five 
service members staying at 
the same hotel in Colombia 
may have been involved in 
misconduct as well. The alle-
gations overshadowed Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s diplo-
macy in Latin America and 
threatened to bruise Ameri-
ca’s image.

The White House found 
itself having to insist that 
Obama still had full confi-
dence in the agency designed 
to protect his life.

The Secret Service sent 
home about a dozen Secret 

Service agents for miscon-
duct that occurred at their 
hotel before Obama’s arrival 
in Colombia on Friday; The 
Associated Press confirmed 
that the behavior in question 
involved prostitutes.

Another bolt came Satur-
day when the U.S. Southern 
Command said five service 
members assigned to sup-
port the Secret Service vio-
lated their curfew and may 
have been involved in inap-
propriate conduct. The mil-
itary members remained in 
Colombia confined to their 
quarters and ordered not to 
have contact with others.

White House spokesman 
Jay Carney said it was part of 
the same incident involving 
the Secret Service.

Put together, the allega-
tions were an embarrass-

ment for an American pres-
ident on foreign soil and 
threatened to upend White 
House efforts to keep his trip 
focused squarely on boost-
ing economic ties with fast-
growing Latin America. 
Obama was holding two days 
of summit meetings with re-
gional leaders before head-
ing back to Washington Sun-
day night.

The Secret Service was in-
vestigating exactly what hap-
pened.

Rep. Peter King, chairman 
of the House Homeland Se-
curity Committee, told the AP 
after he was briefed on the in-
vestigation on Saturday that 
“close to” all 11 of the agents 
involved had brought women 
back to their rooms at a hotel 
separate from where Obama 
is now staying.

The New York Republican 
said the women were “pre-
sumed to be prostitutes” but 
investigators were interview-
ing the agents.

The lawmaker also offered 
new details about the contro-
versy.

King said he was told 
that anyone visiting the ho-
tel overnight was required 
to leave identification at the 
front desk and leave the ho-
tel by 7 a.m. When a woman 
failed to do so, it raised ques-
tions among hotel staff and 
police, who investigated. 
They found the woman with 
the agent in the hotel room 
and a dispute arose over 
whether the agent should 
have paid her.

King said he was told that 
the agent did eventually pay 
the woman.

Carney said the president 
was told of the incident in-
volving the Secret Service on 
Friday. The spokesman re-
fused to offer Obama’s reac-
tion.

The White House spokes-
man said the incident was 
not distracting Obama from 
his work, suggesting it was 
more of a matter of consum-
ing interest to the media.

As for the apparent mis-
conduct by the military 
members, Gen. Douglas 
Fraser, commander of U.S. 
Southern Command, said 
he was “disappointed by the 

Secret Service scandal widens to U.S. military
Alleged prostitution incident involves nearly 20

entire incident” and said the 
behavior was “not in keeping 
with the professional stan-
dards expected of members 
of the United States mili-
tary.”

Col. Scott Malcom, chief 
of public affairs for South-
ern Command, said of the 
five service members: “The 
only misconduct I can con-
firm is that they were violat-
ing the curfew established. 
He said he had seen the 
news reports about the Se-
cret Service agents involved 
in alleged prostitution at the 
hotel but could not confirm 
whether the service mem-
bers also were involved.

The military is investigat-
ing. Initial reports said 12 
Secret Service agents were 
involved, while King put the 
number at 11.

“The president does have 
full confidence in the Unit-
ed States Secret Service,” 
Carney told reporters when 
asked about such a vote of 
confidence.

The alleged activities took 
place before Obama arrived 
Friday in this Colombian 
port city for meetings with 
33 other regional leaders.

Secret Service spokesman 
Ed Donovan said the agents 
involved were relieved from 

duty and replaced with other 
agency personnel.

“These personnel chang-
es will not affect the com-
prehensive security plan 
that has been prepared in 
advance of the president’s 
trip,” Donovan said.

The agency was continu-
ing to investigate the matter 
Saturday, but had no addi-
tional comment.

The agents at the center 
of the allegations had stayed 
at Cartagena’s five-star Ho-
tel Caribe. Several members 
of the White House staff and 
press corps subsequently 
stayed at the hotel.

King credited the Secret 
Service director for acting 
quickly to remove the agents 
in question and replace them 
before Obama’s arrival.

The incident was reported 
to the U.S. embassy, prompt-
ing further investigation, 
King said.

A hotel employee, speak-
ing on the condition of ano-
nymity for fear of losing his 
job, said the agents arrived at 
the beachfront hotel about a 
week ago and said the agents 
left the hotel Thursday, a day 
before Obama and other re-
gional leaders arrived for the 
weekend summit.

Three waiters interviewed 

by the AP at the hotel de-
scribed the agents as drink-
ing heavily during their stay.

On Friday, the hotel be-
gan filling up with the dele-
gations of some of the more 
than 30 countries whose 
leaders are convening for 
the weekend Summit of the 
Americas.

The hotel’s public rela-
tions director, Ana Beatriz 
Angel, refused to comment 
on the incident, which she 
said “concerns only and ex-
clusively the U.S. govern-
ment.”

On the steamy streets of 
Cartagena, a resort city with 
a teeming prostitution trade, 
there was condemnation for 
the Secret Service agents for 
what residents saw as abus-
ing their station and dishon-
oring their country.

Edwin Yepes, a souvenir 
vendor, said “they are sup-
posed to come here and set 
an example. We are an infe-
rior culture, and so it’s bet-
ter if they don’t come than 
if they damage our image of 
them.”

Associated Press writers Ken Thomas 
and Ben Feller in Washington, Frank 
Bajak and Pedro Cardona in Cartagena 
and Jennifer Kay in Miami contributed 
to this story.

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s 
election commission dis-
qualified 10 presidential 
hopefuls, including Hosni 
Mubarak’s former spy chief 
and key Islamists, from run-
ning Saturday in a surprise 
decision that threatened to 
upend an already tumultu-
ous race and plunge the Ar-
ab world’s most populous 
nation into a new political 
crisis.

Farouk Sultan, the head 
of the Supreme Presidential 

Election Commission that 
was appointed by Egypt’s 
military rulers to oversee the 
vote, said that those barred 
from the race Mubarak-era 
strongman Omar Sulei-
man, Muslim Brotherhood 
chief strategist Khairat el-
Shater and hard-line lawyer-
turned-preacher Hazem Abu 
Ismail. 

The announcement came 
as a shock to many Egyptians 
as three of the 10 excluded 
were considered among the 
front-runners in a highly po-
larized campaign that has 
left the nation divided into 

two strong camps: Islamists 
and former regime insiders 
who are allegedly supported 
by the ruling generals.

If upheld, the decision 
would reshape the electoral 
landscape by removing the 
most powerful and contro-
versial candidates and leav-
ing a field of moderates.

Disqualified candidates 
have 48 hours to appeal the 
decision, according to elec-
tion rules. The final list 
of candidates will be an-
nounced on April 26. Thir-
teen others had their can-
didacy approved, including 
former Arab League chief 
Amr Moussa, moderate Is-
lamist Abdel-Moneim Abol-

fotoh and former prime min-
ister Ahmed Shafiq, accord-
ing to Sultan.

A spokesman for el-Shat-
er’s campaign, Murad Mo-
hammed Ali, called the de-
cision “very dangerous.”

The struggle for pow-
er more than a year after 
Mubarak was ousted in a 
popular uprising has heated 
up with the approach of next 
month’s presidential vote, in 
which Islamist hopes of cap-
turing Egypt’s highest post 
was recently challenged by 
the emergence of Mubarak’s 
vice president Suleiman on-
to the political scene after 
a long disappearance from 
public view.

10 Egyptian presidential hopefuls cut from race
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The Klothes Kloset
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21 Reilly Rd. (Off Wilkinson Blvd.) • 875-4897

Bet on a Healthy Smile
and be a Winner!
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Call today for a comprehensive exam!

Arlene R. Baluyut, D.M.D. & Associates
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630 Comanche Trail, Frankfort www.designingsmiles.net

“Excellence in Dentistry with a Personal Touch”

Comprehensive
Cosmetic

and
General

Dentistry
For All Ages

* No interest
payment plans

* Most insurances
accepted

* Managed
Care

Provider

Accepting New Patients
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