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EIGHT MAT JACKETS participated in the KHSAA Wrestling State Championships. Along with the four plac-
ers, the other four Woodford wrestlers who participated in this year’s championships were: Tucker Hurst, top 
left, 106-pound weight class; Damon Reed, top middle, 132-pound weight class; Jordan Doyle, top right, 152-
pound weight class; and Chad Goodrich, bottom right, 170-pound weight class. (Top middle photo by Steve 
Blake/multiexposures.com; all other photos by Rick Capone)
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THE WOODFORD COUNTY YOUTH WRESTLING TEAM took third place out 
of 11 teams at the recent Central Kentucky Youth Regional Wrestling Tournament, 
which was held on Sunday, Feb. 12, at Harrison County. Team members who par-
ticipated at the event are, kneeling, from left, Isaac Reed (1st Place), Delano Mullins 
(2nd place), Stephen Reed (2nd place), and Gavin Andreoni (2nd place); second row, 
Tanner Humphries (4th place), Clayton Berger, Reece Goss (3rd place), Maurice 
Murphy (4th place), Cade Tabscott (1st place), Nathan Barnhardt (1st place), Jayden 
Barnhardt (4th place), Darin Eldridge (1st place), Triston Brooks (4th place, and Mike 
Andreoni (coach); back row, Chad Scott (coach), Bill Barrows (coach), Trey Martin 
(3rd place), Ronan Wyatt (2nd place), Wyatt Andreoni (2nd place), Tylan Tucker 
(2nd place), Andrew Varble (1st place), Jordan Adams, and Aspen Valenzuela. In 
addition, at the Youth State Championships this past Sunday at the Kentucky Horse 
Park, Tucker fi nished in fi rst place and won the state championship in his weight 
class, Varble, Barnhardt, Reid and Goss each took second place, Eldridge fi nished 
in third place and Gavin Andreoni fi nished in fourth place. (Photo submitted)

PROJECT LINUS SUCCESS STORY. On Thursday, Feb. 9, members of the Wood-
ford County High School softball team got together, raised $175, and then made 
30 blankets to donate to Project Linus, a non-profi t organization. Project Linus 
strives to do the same and more for children who are seriously ill, traumatized or 
otherwise in need. Four hundred Project Linus chapter coordinators collect from 
thousands of “blanketeers” (volunteers) across the United States and then distrib-
ute the blankets to the children. Shown are team members who participated in 
making the blankets. From left around the table are Merry Krueger, Kayla Clem, 
Rachel McCoy, Keely Moussette, Ashley Ready, Shelby Abel, Cheyenne Jamison, 
Amanda Rice, Jessica Morgan, Andrea Graham, Darrien Jamison, and Hannah 
Morgan. (Photo by Melissa Sharpe)

AARON STOVER, who has played on both the soccer team and basketball team 
during his years at Woodford County High School, signed to play soccer at George-
town College on Thursday, Feb. 16, in front of his friends, family, basketball team-
mates, high school soccer and basketball coaches, and his future soccer coach at 
Georgetown. Stover will go to Georgetown on a combination academic and athletic 
scholarship. Shown in the photo during his signing are, sitting, from left, William 
Stover (father), Aaron, and Judy Stover (mom); standing, Willie Wilson (former 
WCHS boys’ head soccer coach), Mike Hayes (WCHS boys’ soccer asst. coach), 
Derek Willis (Georgetown men’s head coach), and Fonyam Atanga (WCHS boys’ 
soccer head coach). (Photo by Rick Capone)

which he won by defeating 
Reece Melotte-Nowland of 
Fairdale on a fall.

Corey McCall (fi fth place, 
145 pounds, 5-2): McCall had 
the longest meet of all the Mat 
Jackets. He opened with a win 
by a fall over Alvaro Aguillar 
of Pleasure Ridge Park, then 
followed that up with a 2-0 
decision over Kagan Agnew 
of Caldwell County.

In his next match, McCall 
suffered a tough 6-4 overtime 
loss to eventual second-place 
fi nisher Logan Jones of Walton 
Verona to move into the con-
solation bracket.

McCall rebounded from 
his loss with a 12-0 major 
decision over Zack Cope of 
Boyle County, but then lost a 
7-5 decision to eventual third-
place fi nisher Kory Polley of 
Christian County to advance 

to the fi fth-place match.
There he met up with 

Agnew once again, and this 
time scorched him for a 14-4 
decision to take home fi fth 
place in the tourney.

.
Wesley Morris (sixth 

place, 220 pounds, 3-2): 
You’ve probably heard the 
saying, which goes something 
like – “Make sure you give it 
everything you’ve got.”

Well, Morris did just that 
in his fi nal appearance in a 
Woodford uniform. 

He opened his tournament 
with two wins. The fi rst was 
by a close 3-2 decision over 
Cameron Mattingly of John 
Hardin and the second was on a 
6-3 decision over Ryan Lynch 
of Daviess County.

Then, in his next match, 
Morris faced eventual champi-
on Austin Myers of Campbell 
County for the right to advance 
to the semifi nals. In the match, 
Morris badly injured his leg 

on a takedown attempt, but 
continued on. Eventually, the 
injury limited his abilities, and 
he lost the match on an 8-4 de-
cision, which moved him into 
the consolation bracket.

After that effort, Morris 
could have called it a day, but 
chose to wrestle again and at-
tempt to reach the third-place 
match. So, Morris took to the 
mat to face off against eventual 
fourth-place fi nisher Brendan 
Darrow of Trinity. While he 
fought hard, Morris hurt his 
leg once again on a takedown 
and had to default the match 
due to his injury.

The loss put him into the 
fi fth-place match, which he 
defaulted to fi nish the tourna-
ment in sixth-place.

Tucker Hurst (106 pounds, 
1-2): Hurst started the day with 
a fall over Cecil Nevels of 
Wayne County, but then suf-
fered two straight losses to end 
his tournament. The fi rst loss 

came to Kyle Edlin of LaRue 
County and the second was to 
Tim Poynte of Moore. Still, 
while it was not the ending 
Hurst wanted, the experience 
he gained this season is just 
the beginning for the talented 
eighth grader.

Damon Reed (132 pounds, 
1-2): Reed opened his tourna-
ment with a tough 8-6 over-
time loss to Kenneth Sells of 
Christian County, then won his 
fi rst match in the consolation 
bracket over Adam Rivera by 
a fall. Unfortunately for the 
senior wrestler, he lost his 
next match by a fall to Garrett 
Kenealy of Meade to end his 
season.

Jordan Doyle (152 pounds, 
2-2): Doyle started off the tour-
nament strong, winning his 
fi rst match on a 12-7 decision 
over Zack Perry of Anderson 
County and then taking his 
second match on a 17-6 ma-

DANIEL KNIGHT, No. 00, left, of St. Leo, scrambles 
for the ball against a St. Peter and Paul opponent. The 
Lions defeated St. Peter and Paul 52-25 on Saturday at St. 
Leo Gym to complete a perfect 11-0 season. St. Leo will 
begin play in the Lexington Parochial League Tourna-
ment this Saturday at St. Leo Gym at 5 p.m. against the 
winner of Christ the King and The Lexington School. 
The winner of that game advances to the semifi nal, 
which will be played on Saturday, March 3, at 2:30 p.m. 
at St. Leo Gym. The tournament concludes on Sunday, 
March 4, with the championship game scheduled to be 
played at 4 p.m. at Lexington Catholic High School. 
(Photo by Lynne Kain)

jor decision over Cameron 
Montgomery of University 
Heights. 

Doyle then suffered two 
straight losses to end his sea-
son. The fi rst was to eventual 
second-place finisher Lane 
Jones of Walton Verona and 
the second was to Nick Watts 
of Central Hardin.

Chad Goodrich (170 
pounds, 1-2): Coming into 
the state championships, the 
outlook for Goodrich to place 
in the tournament was good. 
He was coming in off a solid 
regular season and had placed 
at last year’s state meet. 

However, after a solid win 
by a fall over Clay Revelett of 
Caldwell County, Goodrich 
suffered two losses in a row 
to end his fi nal year as a Mat 
Jacket. The fi rst came on a 
11-9 decision to eventual 
seventh-place fi nisher Dylan 
Marksberry of North Oldham 
and the second was to Cody 
Hoskins of Meade.

Afterwards, the senior 
refl ected on his coaches, his 
teammates and his wrestling 
career, which started in fi fth-
grade, alongside fellow Mat 
Jackets White, McCall and 
Morris to name just a few.

“It’s family man,” Goodrich 
said, “because you’re going to 

spend more time with these 
guys than you are going to be 
with your own family during 
the wrestling season. You’re 
going to be spending all (day 
on) Saturdays (and) the ma-
jority of the weekdays with 
them. It’s just phenomenal. 
You’re going to hate them in 
the wrestling room, but outside 
of it, you’re going to love them 
to death.

“… I’ve wrestled with them 
from fi fth grade on… Shane 
White, Corey McCall, all of 
them. Morris came in, and was 
a fi ne addition.”

As for the future of his 
Woodford team, his outlook 
is very positive for what they 
can accomplish, as they look 
to reclaim their tradition of 
excellence.

“The tradition continues,” 
he said. “That’s probably one 
of the biggest things, and, 
hopefully, here in the next 
couple years, these younger 
kids coming from the middle 
school, and a couple kids we’re 
supposed to have coming in, 
(will) really pull through for us, 
(and) bring this tradition back. 
Because, for the last couple 
years, we haven’t been doing 
that; we haven’t had a top three 
in a while. … Top three. That’s 
the tradition.”

BOYS
Continued from B1

defeated the Yellow Jackets, 
52-48.

With the loss, Woodford 
fi nished its regular season with 
a 19-11 overall record, an 8-5 
region record and a 5-1 district 
record. In addition, the team 
was ranked No. 2 in the 41st 
District on Feb. 20.

In the game, the two teams 
played closely in the fi rst quar-
ter, but the Titans ultimately 
held a 19-12 lead at the end 
of it.

The second quarter saw 
both teams tighten up on 
defense, as neither one could 
score against the other. By 
halftime, however, Collins had 
put down nine points, while 
Woodford could only score 
four points, and the Titans held 
a 28-16 lead.

The third quarter saw the 
Yellow Jackets come out 
reenergized, and they began 
hitting their shots. By the end 
of the quarter, they had out-
scored Collins 16-6, and found 
themselves down by only two 
points going into the fourth 
quarter, 34-32.

In the fourth quarter, the two 
teams played each other even 
throughout, but the Titans were 
able to hold onto the lead, and 
when the fi nal buzzer sounded, 
Collins had the win, 52-48.

Despite the loss, there 
were a couple of bright spots 
for Woodford in the game in 
senior guard Rodney Gross 
and sophomore guard Eli 
Boggess.

Gross led the team in scor-
ing with 16 points, while also 
getting two steals and one 
assist.

“Rodney had a great game,” 

Hundley said. “The great thing 
about Rodney is that he fi nishes 
most shots that he takes. I think 
he’s top fi ve in the state in fi eld 
goal percentage. He just really 
does a good job of fi nishing. 
He was really aggressive in the 
game against Collins. When 
we match up against a team 
that’s very athletic, Rodney 
seems to do well. That’s kind 
of what happened (in the) 
game.”

Boggess also had a strong 
game, as he added six points, 
had three assists and four 
steals.

“Eli really did a good job,” 
Hundley said. “He didn’t have 
all of his shots falling, but he 
defi nitely took good shots, and 
despite the fact they didn’t fall, 
he made other things happen, 
whether it was rebounds or 
assists, he did a good job for 
us.”

In addition, senior forward 
Jay Johnson had eight points, 
10 rebounds, two assists and 
two blocked shots, while senior 
guard  Dave Greenwell had 
eight points, four rebounds, 
one assist and one steal, and 
senior forward Landon Young 
added fi ve points, one assist 
and one steal.

As a team, Woodford shot 
51.4 percent to Collins’s 63.3 
percent. While both teams 
were virtually even in total 
fi eld goals, with Collins going 
19 for 30, while Woodford was 
18 for 35, the Jackets did lead 
in three-points shots, making 
four of 11, while Collins was 
one for fi ve.

In turnovers, the Yellow 
Jackets and Titans tied with 
18 each. They also tied in 
points off of turnovers with 
15 each. 

On the boards, Collins out-
rebounded Woodford 20 to 19, 
with the Titans getting one 
offensive rebound and 19 de-
fensive rebounds, to the Jackets 
four offensive rebounds and 16 
defensive rebounds.

Woodford opened the de-
fense of their 41st District 
Tournament title against West-
ern Hills on Wednesday. The 
Yellow Jackets defeated the 
Wolverines both times they 
played this season. In their fi rst 
meeting on Dec. 6 at Western 
Hills, Woodford won 69-53, 
while in their second meeting 
at home in The Hive on Jan. 17, 
Woodford won 65-52. 

Going into the tournament 
Western Hills has a 5-23 over-
all record, a 2-7 region record 
and a 1-5 district record.

The winner of the Wood-
ford-Western Hills game will 
face the winner of the Franklin 
County-Frankfort game in the 
fi nal, which is scheduled for 
8:15 p.m. on Friday. 

Full coverage of Wood-
ford’s games at the district 
tournament will appear in next 


