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 H O M E  T  O W N
 W I R E L E S S

 *Some Restrictions may apply.

 WE BUY & SELL USED PHONES

 270-358-0196
 72 Shawnee Drive (Across from IGA) • Hodgenville
 Other Convenient Locations in Campbellsville and Bardstown

 WE HONOR ALL
 BLUEGRASS 

 PROMOTIONS *

 See Hometown Wireless to Activate or 
 Renew your Bluegrass Cellular Plan.

 We now take monthly bill payments – Cash only.

ABOUT THE RESTAURANT TAX

State law permits cities to enact a restau-

rant tax up to 3 percent to be added to pre-

pared food and drinks in establishments with-

in city limits.

In the ordinance, the city would have to

define what constitutes a “restaurant.” 

The law states proceeds will be overseen

by a seven-member tourist and convention

commission. Commissioners serve staggered

three-year terms.

Since LaRue County does not have a

tourist commission, one would have to be set

up in the event the tax is passed, according to

Hodgenville Mayor Terry Cruse. The names of

potential members should, by law, be submit-

ted by a local hotel or motel association, local

restaurant association, Chamber of

Commerce and by the mayor.

However, since Hodgenville does not have

a motel or restaurant association, six of the

seven members would be selected directly by

the mayor. The remaining member would be

one of three people nominated by the

Chamber.

Any tourism- or recreation-related business-

es or organizations would be eligible for fund-

ing through the tax including the Park, LaRue

County Chamber of Commerce, The Lincoln

Museum and Lincoln Days Celebration. Any

of those entities could request funding for

improvements, advertisement or new equip-

ment.

The commission would be audited annually

and subject to open records and meetings

laws.

The City could be reimbursed 5 percent of the

tax collected for cost of collections including

cost of reporting forms, postage, court costs

or attorney fees.

$1,600) after park board
president Eric DeVary
requested the assis-
tance. 

Cruse offered also
$25,000 worth of repairs
to the park at the city’s
expense and one of the
city’s surplus trucks. He
suggested improvements
to the concession stand,
pool showers and doors.

DeVary said he appre-
ciated the offer but
insisted the park needs
sustainable funding –
not one time assistance.

The park board has
been outspoken about
the improvements need-
ed: handicap-accessible
restrooms, mowing
equipment more parking
spots, pavilion, tennis
courts, lighting and
playground equipment.
Improvements will be
costly.

It’s unclear how much
money a restaurant tax
will pull in.

Council member
James Phelps Jr., made
the motion to draw up
the ordinance with
Eudell Stearman offer-
ing a second.

Phelps said he was
glad the city could “help
out more this year” with
the park but wanted to
see funding that could
be counted on and bud-
geted for from year to
year.

“I was on the board
for 20 years … there was
no money to do anything
… other than put the
fires out,” Phelps said.

Council member
Bonni Clark said she
had visited the park
recently and “was
shocked at the condition
it was in.” She said she
would not feel comfort-
able with her grandchil-
dren playing there.

“It’s really shameful
for our community,” she
said.

City Attorney Mary
Gaines Locke said she
had researched the ordi-
nance and did not
believe it would stand
up to a legal challenge.
The proceeds from a
restaurant tax must be
used for tourism. She
doesn’t think a court will
see the park as being
tourism-related.

There was some dis-
cussion about the poten-
tial of more youth league
tournaments bringing in
teams from other areas.

Phelps said he “was
willing to take the
chance” on the tax if a
court challenge was
made.

Councilman Kenny
DeVore said he would
support the tax if it
applied to every eatery
in the county – not just
those in city limits. He
called it an “unfair bur-
den to restaurants in the
city ….”

Ray DeSpain, who
owns Hodgenville Grill,
said at the meeting he is
opposed to the tax. 

“… it’s not fair for
people who go out to eat
to have to pay a tax to
support something they
really don’t want to sup-
port.”

The City provided
about $22,000 in labor,
water and sewer servic-
es, and chemicals for the
swimming pool and pay-
ment on a $79,000 note
to the park last year.
The County provided
$35,000 last year and
$25,000 this year.

After the meeting,
Cruse said if the tax was
enacted that the city
would not provide the
offered repairs or the
surplus truck since the
park board would have
its own funding.
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unclear how the guilty
pleas will affect the out-
come of the case.

Marcum originally
was indicted with two
counts of sexual abuse,
first- and second degree;
second-degree promot-
ing contraband; and
three counts of official
misconduct. 

Four charges were
dismissed with preju-
dice which means they
may not be refiled.

Two female inmates
accused him of bringing
tobacco into the jail and
exchanging it for sexual
contact.

Marcum was fined
$155 which has been
paid in full, according to
court records.
Recommended sentence
is 12 months on each
charge, to be condition-

ally discharged for two
years. He was ordered
to have no contact with
the alleged victims.

Final sentencing was
pronounced by LaRue
Circuit Judge Charles
Simms III.

The charges – which
spanned a two-year
period – were leveled by
Kentucky State Police
after a seven-month
investigation.
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be expected to “clean up”
their site when the flea
market closes and the
fair board plans to keep
the area mowed and
“looking nice.”

“If it goes over really
good, we may start open-
ing on Friday,” she said.

Vendors may arrive as
early as 7 a.m. to set-up,
Smith said. The public
will be admitted at 8
a.m. and the area will
close at 2 p.m. 

Anyone wishing to
rent a booth, hold a yard
sale or bake sale or sell
concessions at the fair-
grounds flea market
may call Smith at 502-
349-5743.

The fair board was
issued a permit from the
city to set up the flea
market, Smith said.
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