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Council supports restaurant tax
HOW THEY VOTED

Bonni Clark – YES

James Phelps Jr. – YES

Woodie Handley – YES

Eudell Stearman – YES

Glenda Wathen – NO

Kenny DeVore – NO

Persistence has paid off for
members of the LaRue County
Park and Recreation Board. 

Since February, the group
has pressured Hodgenville
City Council to enact a restau-
rant tax to provide funding for

the park. Until Monday’s
meeting, support was minimal
at best.

In a 4-2 vote, the Council
voted to proceed with an ordi-
nance enacting a 2 percent tax
on prepared food within city
limits.

It’s not a done deal and com-
munity members can still

express their opinion on the
proposal. First reading of the
restaurant tax will be held at
the June 11 city council meet-
ing with second reading at the
July 9 meeting. Both meetings
begin at 7 p.m. at Hodgenville
City Hall.

The motion to draw up the
ordinance came minutes after

Hodgenville Mayor Terry
Cruse offered to provide extra
support to the park.

He had earlier in the meet-
ing agreed for the city to pay
one month’s electricity bill for
the swimming pool this sum-
mer (an estimated $1,100 to

By LINDA IRELAND
Editor

A former LaRue County deputy jailer
entered a plea May 7 to one amended
count of sexual misconduct and second-
degree promoting contraband.

Harold Marcum, 66, of Magnolia,
offered an Alford plea in LaRue Circuit
Court. He maintained his innocence but
admitted that the prosecution could
likely obtain a conviction in the case.

Marcum, along with former chief
deputy jailer Travis Strader, 40, of
Sonora, were indicted last year on
charges that they brought banned items
into the jail and provided them to
female inmates in exchange for sexual
favors.

Strader pleaded guilty to charges and
was sentenced to a year in jail.

A civil suit is still pending on the
matter in LaRue Circuit Court. It’s
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Several community leaders were honored Thursday at the annual meeting of the LaRue County Chamber of

Commerce. Above, Stefanie Rock, president of the Chamber of Commerce, hugged Ann Truitt, wife of the late

Roger Truitt, after presenting the President’s Award in honor of Roger Truitt. The former mayor died last

month while vacationing with his family. At right is the Truitts’ son, Larry Truitt. For story and more photos,

see page 4A or www.laruecountyherald.com.

Former jail
deputy
enters plea
to sexual
misconduct
Marcum maintains his
innocence through an

Alford plea
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Editor

CHAMBER AWARDS

President’s Award

See TAX, page 20A

See JAIL, page 20A

Shopping for flea
market bargains just
got easier – and closer.

The LaRue County
Fair Board has decided
to turn the fairgrounds
on Greensburg Street
into a bargain-lover’s
paradise. Every
Saturday through
October – or longer if
the demand exists –
the area beside the old
horse barn will be
available for booth set-
ups. 

The board has been
looking at ways to uti-
lize the fairgrounds
more often than the
annual week-long fair,
said board member
Tom Smith. They hope
residents will consider
using the area for yard
sales especially if

there is a parking or
safety issue at their
own home – or if they
have already had the
maximum number of
sales at their home.
Hodgenville residents
are limited to three
yard sales per year by
ordinance.

The cost for set-ups
is $8 per day. A few
tables are available for
set-ups, but Smith
said it is a good idea to
bring your own, just in
case.

A few stalls in the
barn also will be avail-
able for $10. 

“If they rent a stall,
they can put their own
lock on it,” Smith said.
He added that the cost
is comparable to flea
market set-ups in sur-
rounding counties.

Phyllis Smith, Tom’s
wife, said vendors will

Friday, May 18, is graduation
for 180 LaRue County High
School seniors.

The event is held in the high
school gymnasium; doors will
open at 6:30 p.m.

Commencement is at 8 p.m.
School officials say there will

be reserved seating for the handi-
capped and seats may not be
saved.

Zachary Jordan Lee, the son of
Marty and Teresa Lee, will pres-
ent the valedictory speech. Lee
graduates with a 4.0 grade point
average and plans to major in
electrical engineering in college.

John Ross Slack, the son of
Bruce and Rebecca Slack, will
give the salutatory speech. He
also graduates with a 4.0 grade
point average. He plans to attend
the University of Louisville and
major in history.

Three students will be honored for perfect atten-
dance: Ethan Ryan Hedgespeth, 12 years; and
Walter Slade Owens and Benjamin Matthew
Tucker, four years.

Flea market open
at fairgrounds

By LINDA IRELAND
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LCHS graduation
is Friday

Relay for Life 
surpasses goal

Zachary Lee

John Slack

The LaRue County
Relay for Life had a
successful weekend
with 12 teams and
other sponsors raising
$56,151.98 for the
American Cancer
Society.

The goal was
$49,500.

Last year’s Relay
brought in about
$40,000.

First Baptist
Church’s Living
Strong team was the
top fundraiser with
$17,100. The team
made history, becom-
ing the first “sapphire
team” in the county.

Buffalo Baptist’s
team raised $10,001,
becoming a “jade
team.”

Janet’s Angels
raised $6,167.85.

Other team totals
are:

Howardstown Relay
– $4,141.58

Veirs Crew –
$3,271.27

Hawks for Hope –
$3,224.68

Nationwide Circle of
Friends – $2,617.16

Team CUB Banking
– $2,299.94

Freedom Angels –
$1,725.50

Horse Lovers,
Boaters & Campers –
$1,420

Sunrise Lifesavers –
$630

The Relay organiz-
ers were pleased by
the results.

During the past few
weeks, Survivor Chair

By LINDA IRELAND
Editor
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