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By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

ASHLAND The board of
the Ashland Area YMCA
has hired a new executive
director. 

Jerry Dixon, who is cur-
rently leading the Flo-
rence YMCA in South Car-
olina, will begin his new
job in Ashland next
month. 

Dixon was selected fol-
lowing a national search,
which netted more than 60
applicants, said Norma
Meek, the interim YMCA
director who has been
serving in the post since
October. 

YMCA
chooses
executive
director

By JOHN CANNON
The Independent

ASHLAND The nation’s
most successful single-day
food drive will continue for
the 20th consecutive year
Saturday as members of
the National Association
of Letter Carriers pick up
non-perishable food items
that residents leave near
their mail boxes to be dis-

tributed to local non-profit
agencies that feed the
hungry.

Area residents already
have received post cards
asking them to place non-
perishable food items near
their mail boxes Saturday
morning. Donated items
can include canned fish
and meats, soup, juice,

Stamp Out
Hunger
drive set

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

RUSSELL Watching the
first-graders scamper
around the high-school
track, Alesha Hankins
thought about what doc-
tors had said about her
own son.

Jakob would be in a
wheelchair and eating
through a feeding tube by
now, they had warned her.

Instead, he was keeping
up with the other kids, a
grin on his face, waving his
arms in goofy glee.

Jakob has muscular dys-
trophy, a progressive dis-
ease which over time weak-
ens muscles and joints.

He and his first-grade
classmates were running
in the sunshine Thursday
to bring some attention to
his disease. The children,
all clad in matching yellow
t-shirts, took part in a walk
across Red Devil Lane from
Russell Primary School to
the high school, all in the
hopes of raising awareness

SIDE by SIDE,
stride for stride

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

FLATWOODS An employee of  a
Flatwoods nursing home was in-
jured in a bizarre shooting inci-
dent Thursday.

The Oakmont Manor worker,

whose name wasn’t released, was
struck by a round that was fired
from somewhere off  the grounds
of the nursing home, police said.

The incident, which occurred
about 3:30 p.m., created anxiety
among family members of  Oak-
mont Manor residents and also

prompted the Russell schools to go
into lockdown mode as a safety
precaution.

According to Flatwoods Police
Chief  Tom Haynes, the employee
was working in the parking lot

Bizarre shooting 
at nursing home

KEVIN GOLDY / THE INDEPENDENT

Russell Police Department Chief Tim Wilson works the scene at Oak-
mont Manor nursing home, clearing the area of employees and vehicles
after a shooting incident Thursday afternoon.

Bullet comes from somewhere off grounds;
employee’s wound non-life-threatening

Classmates show support for 
friend, bring attention to battle
against muscular dystrophy
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ABOVE: Russell Primary School first-graders run around the track during a fundraiser for muscular dystrophy research.
BOTTOM: Ethan Osborne, left, walks with Jakob Hankins. BELOW RIGHT: Jakob’s mother, Alesha Hankins, watches
the event at the Russell High School track.

“We’re supporting our friend Jakob because 
his muscles don’t work as great as ours.”

Ava O’Neal, Russell Primary School first-grader during Thursday’s walk for muscular dystrophy
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Longtime YMCA
professional a
‘unanimous’ choice

Jerry Dixon will take over
as the new executive direc-
tor of the Ashland Area 
YMCA next month.SeeDIXON / Page A12
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Rose Hill girls, Russell
boys own the courts
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