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When the inhaler is used, a sensor
records the time of the event and sends
the data to the person’s cellphone (must
be turned on) which then transmits the
data to the Asthmapolis company
computer servers in ”the cloud.”
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GPS satellite
location information
can be sent if the
cellphone is
equipped with
global positioning
software.

Data is stored in
the cloud servers
used by
Asthmapolis
headquarters in
Madison, Wisc.
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The data then can be viewed by
researchers in Louisville or at
Asthmapolis headquarters or by
the patient at a home computer
or via smart phone. Researchers
plan to compare time and location
of emergency inhaler use with
various other data, such as air
quality, traffic patterns, weather
and pollen.
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Louisville is going high-
tech to try to figure out
what’s behind the city’s
problem with asthma.

As many as 500 Louis-
ville residents will be
equipped with “smart”
emergency inhalers that
will track the time and loca-
tion of their asthma attacks.

It’s part of a study sched-
uled to begin in May that
could help city officials un-
derstand what’s causing
asthma attacks and help pa-
tients better manage the ill-
ness, which affects more
than 100,000 people in the
Louisville metro area.

The Louisville mayor’s
office will announce the
study this morning. It will
coincide with a scheduled
announcement by IBM that
the company has selected
Louisville to receive about
$400,000 in technical sup-
port for the research as part
of the company’s “Smarter
Cities Challenge.”

IBM’s experts will help
Louisville identify and ana-
lyze large volumes of data
— from air quality to pollen
outbreaks to traffic conges-
tion — that can be com-
pared with the information
from the participants’ in-
halers.

The result should shed
new light on the city’s grow-
ing asthma problem, said
Ted Smith, Louisville’s eco-
nomic growth and innova-
tion director.

“We are going from look-
ing at survey data that is
countywide, that is old and
very retrospective — sort
of diary-based reports that
are not very reliable — to
using a technology that has
time and location stamps on
every event with a rescue
inhaler,” Smith said.

“These are the kinds of
tools that will give us a bet-

See INHALERS, Page A4

By James Bruggers
jbruggers@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

‘Smart’ emergency inhalers will help those
in Louisville track what might be causing ...

ASTHMA ATTACKS

$1.00
retail

For home
delivery
pricing

see
Page 2.
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Southern Indiana:
Chance of showers
today. Partly sunny
tomorrow with slight
chance or rain.
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — An ad that UPS is
airing nationally during the NCAA men’s
basketball tournament has riled some in-
fluential University of Kentucky fans by
highlighting a genuinely painful moment
in Wildcat history.

“I think it would be wise for them to

pull the ad,” said state Sen. Ernie Harris,
a UPS pilot, UK graduate and chairman
of the Senate Transportation Committee.

The ad, which first ran Sunday during
CBS’ Selection Sunday show that intro-
duced the tournament field, features
video of the winning shot by Duke Uni-
versity’s Christian Laettner in the 1992
East Regional over UK. The 104-103 re-Duke’s Christian Laettner is exuberant after

hitting “The Shot” to defeat UK 104-103. C-J

PAINFUL REMINDER
Some fans want UPS to pull ad recounting UK’s 1992 regional loss

UPS’ AD
See it at http://thenewl-
ogistics.ups.com.

‘THE SHOT’
See it at
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=v_8z4uEGGls

By Joseph Gerth
jgerth@courier-journal
The Courier-Journal

See AD, Page A4

Armed with clipboard and pencil, John
Somers, an associate professor of teacher
education, watches over a group of sixth-
graders and two teachers-in-training at an
Indianapolis elementary school.

“A small concert hall has 98 seats and
seven rows,” one aspiring teacher from the
University of Indianapolis tells the chil-
dren. “How many seats are there per row?”

After a few moments, answers are
shared. “I divided seven by 98,” says one
student, reversing the order of the equation.
The teachers remain silent.

Somers jots down several notes and steps
into the hallway, mulling over the moment.

“I wish … that one of them would have
said, ‘That’s interesting, tell me more,’ ” he
says of the student-teachers.

Somers debriefs lessons with all of his
university trainees. He points out how they

Seeking
better
prepared
teachers
Education schools dealing
with increasing pressure
By Sarah Butrymowicz
The Hechinger Report

See TEACHERS, Page A2

WASHINGTON — Americans overwhelm-
ingly see the debate over President Barack
Obama’s policy on employer-provided con-
traceptive coverage as a matter of women’s
health, not religious freedom, rejecting Re-
publicans’ rationale for opposing it. More
than three-quarters say the topic shouldn’t
even be part of the political debate.

More than six in 10 respondents to a
Bloomberg National Poll — including almost
70 percent of women — say the issue in-
volves health care and access to birth con-
trol, according to the survey taken March 8-
11. That conflicts with GOP presidential can-
didates Rick Santorum and Mitt Romney,
who say Obama is violating religious free-

See GOP, Page A4

Poll: GOP lost
ground on
birth control
By Julie Hirschfeld Davis
Bloomberg News
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