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..EDITORIALS

Local restaurant owner
deserves an apology

i from government, press
It is entirely possible that a

combination of bureaucratic
negligence and unfair news re-

porting may have ruined a local
businessman the owner of the
Blue Hawaii restaurant in St.
Matthews.

to this country and newer
Still to the restaurant business,
Petrus "Peter" Li-ch- en Chou
was understandably unfamiliar
with the County Department of
Health's inspection procedures.
' Soon after the restaurant opened
last spring, two inspections re-

sulted in more than 40 demerits
each. But after those initial
troubles he has had an exemplary
record never more than 19
demerits and usually fewer than
10, which Is excellent by any
standard. His place compares
well with such established
eateries as Blue Boar, Pryor's,
Chauncey's and the Ramada Inn,
which themselves have had more
than 20 demerits recently.
In spite of this good cleanli-

ness record, the Blue Hawaii
has suffered serious financial
losses. This occurred because
the public read, believed and
reacted to news reports last
summer which gave an unfair
view of the situation. It also
occurred because the Health De-

partment and the Louisville
Times last month made a bad "

error which damaged the res-
taurant's reputation even further.
On July 16 last year, the

Courier-Journ- al reported a erit

inspection the restaurant
had on June 5. It did not report
on a July 11 inspection which
turned up a very acceptable 11

demerits. This was bad, unfair
journalism.

More illegal sign clutter
Some time last week this sign

and two others similar to it were
erected on the narrow strip of
grass that passes for landscaping
in front of the Shelbyville Road
Plaza shopping center.
Troubled as we are about the

uglification of our commercial
corridor, we checked to see
whether this newest blot on our
landscape had the approval of the
St. Matthews City Council. And
o, City Clerk Gretchen Kaiser

j reported that no permit for these
signs has been approved by the
Council.

: Last year, it will be remem-
bered, the Council adopted an
ordinance forbidding the erec-
tion of any sign in the city with-

out its express and advance ap-

proval. It's not a very good or-

dinance, but the Council has been
trying to make it work and those
efforts should be encouraged.

The problem, basically, is that
signs along Shelbyville Road have
become so numerous they are
less and less effective. The ty-

pical businessman's reaction has
been to build them higher or
larger or. In this instance, even
more numerous. One of these
days we will have a government
seriously devoted to cleaning up
this mess, but until then we can

LETTERS

Dear Editor:
I want to thank The Voice and its

staff and the many kind, loving
people who responded to my let-

ter concerning the lost Basset
Hound. It warms my heart to
know that others do care about
our "best friends."

To "Daisy" (the name we gave
her), it was a pleasure to have
had your company for the 16
days we had you. We miss you
and hope you are happy with your
original owner and find no cause
to run away again. But Samantha
(her original name), if you ever
pass our way again stop in and
say 'hello'. We always have plenty

:of dog cookies on hand.
Mrs. J. Henry Allen
8511 Bayou Way
Louisville, Ky. 40222

On Dec. 13 last year, the Louis-
ville Times falsely reported the
Blue Hawaii, in a Dec. 5 in-

spection, had received 37 de-

merits. The truth was it had
only 19, which, again, is in the
"acceptable" range. The fact
that the error was corrected
in print three days later and was
basically the Health Depart-
ment's blunder, did Mr. Chou's
cash register no good.
Between June 5 and Dec. 5

of last year, the Blue Hawaii
was inspected four other times.
On these inspections, it received
eleven, nine, six and six de-

merits respectively. These ex-

cellent records have not been
reported at all in the daily press.
Obviously Mr. Chou has been the

victim of unfair and inadequate
reporting, as well as a stupid
mistake.
What makes the situation sting

all the more is the knowledge
that Mr. Chou is a sincere,
highly-motivat- ed, good man. He
is well-educat- ed and devoted to
running a pleasant, family
restaurant. A more likeable, co-

operative person would be hard
to find. It is sickening to think
he might lose his business as a
result of these events.
In our view, Mr. Chou deserves

a formal, public apology from
those who have dealf'him'suCh
a bad hand. Perhaps the most;
effective way to deliver It would
be for the editors of the daily
papers and members of the Board
of Health to meet for lunch one
day next week at the Blue Hawaii.
Let's hope Mr. Chou is still

there to serve up some of his
luscious shrimp tempura and ac-

cept their apology.
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at least enforce the law we have.
Which means that the manage-

ment of the Shelbyville Road
Plaza ought to be required to
remove the signs at once. Then,
if they want to put them up
again they should be required to
come before the City Council
to explain why on earth they
need four signs on Shelbyville
Road telling people where they
are.

of thanks
Dear Editor:

The St. Matthews Jaycees would

like to take this opportunity to

thank you and your management
for the help you gave us on our
recent Mile of Dimes project.

We also wish to thank the man-

agement of Ayr-W- ay on West-po- rt

Road and the management
of G.E.S. on Breckinridge Lane
for their kind cooperation on the
project.

Also, we would like to thank
the many people whose donations
made this project a complete
success. Our sincere thanks.

Charles B. Cater
Mile of Dimes Chairman
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Behind the great inn doors
By Kirk Brandon

In these glorious days of Cru-

sader Consumer, the bleats of
the common man are getting a
lot of play; and with massive
justification.
Now it's my turn to pick up

the Sledge of Complaint and lob- -

Mr. Brandon lives in St. Matthews when
he is not on the road. He mailed this in
during an inspiring stay at the Chicago
Marriott Hotel.

by against a vile and tortuous
chamber of discontent which
rules over those of us who tra-
vel a great deal: the motel
hotel bathroom.
If there ever was a misnomer

in history, it's "comfort sta-
tion." They actually exist as
closets of physical abuse and
pain.
Consider if you will (or if you

care), the features common to
all of these units:

All have doors which open
Inward in such a fashion as to
effectively crease the forehead
(or spine) of anyone interrupted
(accidentally, of course) while in
use of "la facilitie."

All are hermetically sealed

Rep. M. Gene Snyder announces for sixth term
Editor's note: In place of Congress-

man's regular column this week, we
are publishing the full text of a state-
ment prepared by the Congressman
for release Monday, Jan. 31. Now that
Mr. Snyder has announced for re-

election, we will follow our policy of
prior years and discontinue his column
until after the election in November,
1974. During this campaign year, we
hope to be able to publish occasional
opinion essays by Congressional can-

didates, including Mr. Snyder.

Congressman Gene Snyder to-

day announced that he is filing
for reelection as U. S. Repre-
sentative from the Fourth Con-

gressional District of Kentucky,
Snyder, who will seek his sixth
term as a U. S. Congressman,

About letters . . .

We really want your letters. To
insure that they are published in a
timely fashion, we have two bits of
advice. First, arrange for it to
arrive no later than Monday morn-
ing of the week you want it pub-
lished. Do not trust the mails to
deliver your letter in one or two
days. They sometimes fail. We
have a mail slot in our office door
for delivery and urge you
to use it.

Second, we do not normally
publish anonymous letters, form
letters or carbon copies of letters
written to other media.

when the killer door is closed,
rendering occupant a victim of
limited oxygen supply or a steam
treatment sufficient in its effect
to make him the aquatic half of
a steak and lobster entree. (In'
the posher inns some have heat
lamps. None have fans. No
remedy here.)

' All are cleverly floor-plann- ed

to place your first step
out of the shower directly into
the commode.

-- - Most have marble, metal or
cold plastic counters placed at a
level strategic to a quick freeze
of your lower regions should you
not think before leaning forward
to get a close look at yourself
in the mirror.

All, without fail, locate the
toilet paper gizmo under a coun-

ter, behind you, and far enough
away to boggle the mind and body
of a Circus Maximus contortion-
ist. One should always check for
the container's location if he
or she has the control of time ,

needed before commencement. If
not, you risk discovery of the
real etiology of slipped discs and
dislocated elbows. (Needless to
say, the contents of the gizmos
is seldom "gqueezably soft."
You'd best be like that little

has represented the sprawling
Fourth District since 1966.

The Jefferson County Repub-
lican, who now is fifth-ranki- ng

member on the full House Public
Works Committee and seventh-ranki- ng

on the House Merchant
Marine and Fisheries Commit-
tee, is first-ranki- ng member on
the Energy Subcommittee and on
the Subcommittee on the Panama
Canal.
In his work on these commit-

tees vitally related as they
are to the Interests of his Dis-

trict and the as a whole --- he

has been largely responsible
for many federal projects; among
them the Southwest Jefferson
County Floodwall, 100 percent
federal funding for the bridge
over the Markland Dam, 100
percent federal funding for the
new C & O Bridge in Northern
Kentucky and many other bridges,
floodwall, watershed, recreation,
disaster relief and highway pro-
jects.
In announcing his candidacy,

Snyder pointed to his seniority
and. to his record of service and
results for his district as his
best qualifications for re-

election.
"Anyone who impartially exa-

mines the record," Snyder said,
"can only come to the conclu-
sion that I have worked hard,

persistently and successfully for
the Interests of the Fourth Dis-

trict and the people I represent."
"I have tried," he continued,

"to keep the people well-inform- ed

on the issues I face on
their behalf in Washington and
I have always solicited their opin-
ions as often as possible through
my newsletter and questionnaire.

I have assembled a professional
staff, well-acquain- ted with the
problems which our people face,
and I feel that we maintain a
consistently high degree of help
and assistance to those who have

grandmother and "BYO.")
I won't dwell on those itty-bit- ty

bars of soap. Three weeks
ago I lost one under my arm and
I've been afraid jo scratch my'.
head in public ever since.' - .

At least one half provide
bathtub curtains with a will of
their friendly own. A hot shower
finds them wrapping around ycu
like a plastic sandwich bag.
There's no way to stop them.
They love you, and they'll win,
Turn off the water, unwrap your-
self, step out (watch for the
commode!) and cry and scream
alternately. You won't be clean,
but it is therapeutic. The heavy
rubber "no-wra- p" curtains do
little better as the odor they
give off is reminiscent of being
hot-dipp- ed at the Big O Tire
Store.

Perverse showerheads are
another consistent feature, care-
fully engineered to pierce your
body more quickly than X-r- ay.

Between them and those won-

derful towels whose fibers come
from U.S. Steel, one Is guaran-
teed loss of primary skin and
much hair.
In summary, the Marquis de

Sade awaits, o weary traveller.
There oughta be a law.

a

nation

Comment from the grass roots
EKALAKA, MONT., EAGLE:
"Among the most enthusiastic
advocates of withholding the
'news' sometimes are those citi-
zens who get into trouble with
the law and feel they would be
avoiding some measure of dis-

grace if somehow the informa-
tion is kept out of the newspaper
columns. We have come more
and more to question the advis-
ability of this course pf thought,
even in so-cal- led Juvenile mat-

ters, but it has done us little
good through the years to point
out that where arrests are kept
secret there is the ever-clos- er

possibility of the gestapo and the
spiriting away of the citizen on

problems with the Federal
government. Our Washington of-

fice and the district offices in
Covington and St. Matthews are
there to serve the people and we
are constantly trying to improve
that service."
"In short," he concluded, "I

believe that the people of the
Fourth District know that I have
worked hard for them and
that I shall continue to work
hard for them as my seniority
and influence In the Congress
Increase even more in the years
ahead."

the q.t. to an unknown and unher-
alded, but nonetheless cata-
strophic fate.
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