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The Remarkable Vision Photo Contest...
Deadlines tomorrow at midnight!

Enter our online photo contest and let your photos lead to great prizes! Go to www.kentuckynewera.com for details! 
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BY MONICA K. SMITH
NEW ERA COMMUNITY EDITOR

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Liam Durbin takes his
place next to a local FOX affiliate newscaster
with ease. The camera faces them pulling the
towering spires of  the Churchill Downs into
view. With a countless number
of  people watching at home, the
newscaster presents Durbin
with the most-asked question
of  Kentucky Derby weekend.
“So, who do you pick to win?”
While many Derby fans asked

each other the same question,
Durbin may have heard the
question more than most. As a
public handicapper, Durbin
makes predictions of  how
horses will run. Picking a horse, or any athletic
team or individual, to win in a competition is
something any sportscaster or oddsmaker can
do, yet Durbin, a Hopkinsville native, has cre-
ated a niche within an already specific field.
“Some people won’t bet on a horse because of

its breeding or there is a jockey you can’t stand
or a horse or trainer you liked or don’t like,”
Durbin said. “My computer program takes out
the biases and uses raw data to figure out which 

one is more likely to win.”
By “raw data” Durbin means he uses num-

bers. His program takes into account past races, 
where a horse was in each point of  a race, the
number of  horses in a race, how often it finishes
first or second and other variables. The result is
a horse that is chosen to win based on facts. 
“It’s a starting point,” he said. 
Durbin’s full-time job is working as a chief  in-

formation officer for Block Communications,
which owns Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and The
Toledo Blade. Durbin said picking horses is less
work and more something he simply enjoys
doing.

SEE NUMBERS, PAGE A5

Hopkinsville native makes a
name in the horse-betting world

Christening horses we love

How does a chestnut thoroughbred colt,
racing for a guy who made a fortune in
the loan business after giving up an aca-

demic career as a philosophy professor, end up
with a name like I’ll Have Another? Is this a
tale of  consumption? Yes, sort of.
It was one of  the hundreds

of  stories that came out of
Churchill Downs last week.
And it might have been forgot-
ten or pushed off  to the minu-
tiae of  2012 derbylore if  I’ll
Have Another had not won the
Kentucky Derby. A $2 win
ticket paid $32.60 – not bad for
fans who liked the colt, or
liked his name.
Owner J. Paul Reddam said

the name came from his affec-
tion for cookies. He likes to eat sweets while
watching television with his wife, Zillah, and
often says, “I’ll have another” when there’s a
plate of  cookies in reach.
It might sound like an odd way to decide on

a horse’s name, but I have some experience
with this, and it makes sense to me in all its
silliness.
My parents raised and raced thoroughbreds

for about 20 years, beginning in the early
1970s, and some of  my family’s naming deci-
sions tended toward the Reddam style of
things.
My late mother, whose name was Shirley,

once honored her best high school friendships

JENNIFER P.
BROWN n

SEE NAMES, PAGE A5
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Fun, drinks and lack of
youth at the Derby
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BY CARLA JIMENEZ
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A Hopkinsville woman was
stabbed and killed Sunday
evening, according to police.
Officers responded to a call

at 5:01 p.m. of  a homicide at 208
E. 17th St. Upon arrival, the po-
lice found the body of  Autumn
Rollings, which bore the
marks of  multiple stab
wounds. The suspect is a 29-
year-old Tmarcus Hall. 
LaRhonda Hall, the mother

of  Tmarcus Hall, said that
Rollings and Tmarcus Hall
had been going through a
rough patch for a while. She

said they had been having do-
mestic disputes and the Tmar-
cus Hall even stayed at his
mother’s home several times
before.
“I didn’t think it would go

this far,” she said.
LaRhonda Hall said the cou-

ple was having issues with in-
fidelity. After the attack, Tmar-
cus Hall told his mother.
“He came to the house and

told me he just killed his girl-
friend,” she said.
Rollings and Tmarcus Hall

have a child together. Police
said the child was on the scene
at the time of  the dispute, but a
neighbor removed the child be-

fore the attack. Rollings’ par-
ents took the child after the at-
tack.
Sgt. Michael Felts said Tmar-

cus Hall is a 6-foot, 5-inch black
male. Police believe he is driv-
ing a gray, 2006 Dodge Charger
with a Kentucky license plate
number 060LLM. The vehicle
belongs to Rollings.
“We believe he has left the

city, but we do not know his
current location,” Sgt. Felts
said.
As of  9:47 p.m. police have

not located Tmarcus Hall, the
suspect in the death of
Rollings.

Woman stabbed, suspect at large

JOHN GODSEY | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Christian County Coroner Dorris Lamb talks with police after a woman was stabbed and killed
Sunday evening on East 17th Street.  

Durbin

SEE WOMAN, PAGE A6

Spring Fling
Cadiz merchants
launch arts and
crafts show.
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