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Paintball war proceeds to fight disease

On March 31, at Lee S. Jones Park in 
Eddyville, a simple idea turned into an 
amazing day when over 63 paintballers 
took the battlefield in the effort to raise 
awareness and money for Muscular 
Dystrophy all in the honor of  a 9-year- 
old boy. 

Caleb McDowell suffers from 
Muscular Dystrophy, diagnosed when 
he was only 3 years old. 

Each year, Caleb’s mom Lori, com-
prises a team of  volunteers to help raise 
money for “Caleb’s Crusaders” in order 
to fund research for an eventual cure of  
this illness not only for her son but for 
all those who suffer from this debilitat-
ing disease.  

One of  Caleb’s team members is KBK 
paintball player Jonathan Wallace.  
After discussing with his mom Kathy 
Wallace the possibility of  having a 
paintball tournament to raise money 
for Caleb’s team—the planning began.  
Soon after, sponsors starting popping up 
everywhere. 

Ten teams registered, everything fell 
into place; it was evident that the event 
was going to be a huge success, and a 
success it was. 

More than $2,000 was collected and 
after paying for the T-shirts, trophies, 
etc. over $1,400 cleared to contribute to 
the fight against Muscular Dystrophy.

The day started at 9 a.m. with teams 
registering.  At 9:30 a.m. the McDowell 
family was given a ride on a Polaris 
ATV courtesy of  sponsor Big Country 
Powersports of  Bowling Green,  Bobby 
Wallace told a little bit more about the 
family and discussed the events of  the 
day.  

Then Section_8 Paintball, who refer-
eed the event, went over all the rules.  

A specially prepared target was then 
set up for Caleb to shoot at with his dad 
Jeff  McDowell taking the hits for his 
son.  

The target read, “Aim For The Cure 
to End Muscular Dystrophy” and Caleb 
hit the bulls-eye the very first shot fired. 
Then his twin brother Joshua took aim 
at his dad and fired away. Then all 63 
paintball players lined up and aimed 
fire at the target (without Jeff  being 
behind it) and fired away. At 10 a.m. the 
paintball Battle for Caleb began. 

During the tournament, spectators 
were welcome to come by and purchase 
t-shirts, hamburgers and hot dogs 
cooked by Elbert Bennett and lots of  
other goodies donated by many.  There 
were also several drawings for prizes, 
rides on the ATV and a fly-in visit from 
the PHI helicopter.

 The double elimination tourna-
ment continued until approximately 
2:30 p.m. with Austin McGowan’s KBK 
team achieving first place and Bobby 
Wallace’s team “Fat 40” taking second.  
Trophies were awarded to the winners 
and gift certificates from Wal-Mart to 
the second place team.

At the conclusion of  the day although 
all were very tired and exhausted, it was 
a huge success thanks to all the spon-
sors and volunteers. 

The best thing was when Caleb told 
his mom “This was the best day of  my 
life.” 

We are going to keep fighting for 
Caleb with a second event to come later 
in the fall.  More information will be 
given once a date is set.  

There are still t-shirts left from the 
event to sell.  They are $10 and the 
proceeds go to Muscular Dystrophy 
Association. 

Anyone who would like to purchase 
a shirt or donate to this cause may con-
tact Kathy at 871-8597.

The entire paintball Army seemed to descend on a target emblazoned with “Aim 
for the Cure to end Muscular Dystrophy.”   - photo furnished 

Caleb McDowell sports his “Battle for Caleb” t-shirt at the paintball
tournament.        - photo furnished 
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Ethan, Joshua, and Caleb McDowell enjoyed a fly-in visit from the PHI helicop-
ter.        - photo furnished 

1415 St. Rt. 1943 • Eddyville, Kentucky
2.6 miles down 641 from stop light

Laura Williams, DVM 
Brad Stubblefi eld, DVM
Brian Williams, DVM

$5.00 OFF 
ALL HEARTWORM TESTS

10% off  12 Month Supply of 
Heartworm Medicine

270-545-700024-Hour 
Emergency Services

Heartworm
Awareness Month

For Dogs & Cats

Berger accepted
Anna Marie Berger, a student at Lyon 

County High School has been accepted 
to attend the prestegious Carol Martin 
Gatton Academy of  Mathematics and 
Science at Western Kentucky University. 
She is among only 50 students chosen 
for the academy’s class of  2014.

Berger is the daughter of  Richard 
and Marie Berger.

Last year, Newsweek magazine ranked 
the Gatton Academy as one of  the 
nation’s top five public high schools.

The students in this year’s class span 
37 counties from across the Kentucky. 
This gifted group of  high school sopho-
mores brings with them to the Gatton 
Academy an average ACT score more 
than 10 points higher than the statewide 
average for graduating seniors.

Last fall, 280 students began the admis-
sions process with 175 students qualify-
ing for review. Students were reviewed 
based on ACT/SAT scores, high school 
grades,awards, extracurricular activi-
ties, responses to essay questions, and 

letters of  recommendation. 
Last month, 95 candidates 

were invited for interviews 
with academy staff  mem-

bers and representatives from across 
Kentucky. After the interviews, 50 
dynamic applicants emerged from the 
review process.

“With our sixth recruited class, we 
continue to see the unmatched depth 
of  ability and passion of  students from 
across the Commonwealth,”  said Tim 

Gott, academyu director. “These stu-
dents demonstrate, once again, that the 
commonwealth can compete globally 
in producing young women and men 
who will have a major impact in STEM 
fields.”

The selected students scored an aver-
age composite of  30.02 on the ACT and 
29.8 on the math portion of  the exam. 
The highest possible score is 36. The 
2010 state average ACT score for gradu-
ating Kentucky high school seniors was 
a composite of  19.6.
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