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Autistic children need acceptance, 
love, understanding, extra attention

18-months old “everything he had 
progressed to he started to regress 
from,” Armstrong said. “He had 
words, he could talk; it went away. 
He didn’t make eye contact with 
us anymore; he didn’t notice if  
we walked in the room or left the 
room.”

M a x  d i d n ’ t  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e
stages that most young chil-
d r e n  d o ,  s u c h  a s  w a n t -
ing their mother’s constant atten-
tion. 

T h e  A r m s t r o n g s  h ave  a  1 5 -
month-old daughter who is go-
ing through that stage now.

“She wants me all the time; she 
wants to be on me and with me, he 
didn’t have that kind of  (phase),” 
she said. “And we knew something 
was going on, but we didn’t know 
what. Then I started reading — I 
read a particular book and within 
five minutes into that book, I was 
crying and saying, ‘This is like 
reading about Max.’”

Armstrong was reading Jenny 
McCarthy’s Mother Warriors 
book.

“It’s a book of  different parents’ 
testimony of  what happened with 
their kids,” Armstrong said.

Autism manifests itself  differ-
ently in each child. 

“There are degrees in levels from 

very low functioning all the way to 
Asperger’s (Syndrome), which is 
very high functioning,” she said. 
“Children with Asperger’s usually 
can communicate just fine. They 
have the verbal skills; they can go 
to school and do their school work, 
but they still usually struggle in 
the social aspect of  things.”

Each autistic child is different. 
Many on the autistic spectrum, 
have a high degree of  a particu-
lar talent such as music, math or  
a photographic memory. About 40 
percent have average to above aver-
age intellectual capabilities.

“Usually if  they can find their 
niche, they will excel,” Armstrong 
said.

Max has shown no particular 
interest so far, but his parents have 
signed him up to play soccer. 

“He’ll start after spring break,” 
which is this week, she said, not-
ing she doesn’t know whether he 
is looking forward to it. “It will be 
just one of  those things that we just 
kind of  throw him into and see how 
he does. 

“We try to prepare him for things, 
but we don’t know how much he 
grasps,” his mother said. “We can 
tell that he understands a lot of  it 
— the day-to-day things, he under-
stands. 

“We can say, “Do you want to 
take a bath? Do you want to go 

outside? ... He knows what that 
means,” Armstrong said. “It’s the 
new stuff  that we throw out there. 
I don’t know if  he understands the 
concept of  what soccer is until we 
get there, and we’re doing it.”

Armstrong said it’s difficult to 
start something new because she 
cannot control how Max will react 
to it.

“There’s no way or knowing — 
he may love it; he may hate it,” she 
said. “Usually whatever I expect, it 
will be the opposite.”

Also she doesn’t know how peo-
ple will react to Max’s behavior. 
“That’s really hard,” she said, not-
ing that most of  their friends know 
Max and understand his situation. 
“But then when we get in a situa-
tion where somebody doesn’t know, 
it’s just heartbreaking.

“I don’t think Max knows that 
he’s different. ... He wants to be 
treated, and accepted and loved 
just like 
e v e r y -
b o d y 
else.”

Max Armstrong gives someone out there a big happy smile.                                         —Photo submitted

Indictments
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A Lyon County Grand 
Jury returned 10 indict-
ments against 11 people 
when it met April 2. Those 
indicted and the charges 
against them were:

n Stacie Aycock — driv-
ing under the influence, 
fourth or subsequence 
offense; possession of  
open alcohol beverage 
container in a motor 
vehicle. 

n Kenneth Sterling — 
flagrant non-support.

n David Wayne Cart 
wright — flagrant non-
support.

n Stanley D. Ward — 
trafficking in marijuana 
eight ounces to less than 
five pounds, first offense, 
operating on suspend-
ed /revoked operator’s 
license, possession of  
marijuana.

n Jeff  Smith  — first-

degree assault.
n Chase Bush — driv-

ing DUI on suspended 
liscense, second offense, 
DUI, third offense; posses-
sion of  an open alcohol 
beverage container in a 
motor vehiche.

n Charles Kern — theft 
by unlawful taking, auto.

n Michael S. Baker — 
trafficking in a controlled 
substnce within 1,000 feet 
of  a school.

n Brian Shelton — theft 
by unlawful taking $500 
or more.

n Brian Shelton and 
John McGregor Jr. — 
same indictment —   theft 
by unlawful taking $500 or 
more by complicity; first-
degree burglary by com-
plicity; third-degree bur-
glary, by complicity, five 
counts of  second-degree 
burglary by complicity.
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Don’t forget to 
register to vote

The deadline to regis-
ter to vote in the upcom-
ing May 22 primary elec-
tion is  April 23. County 
clerks’ offices through-
out Kentucky will accept 
voter registration cards 
until the close of  business 
on that date. Mail-in voter 
registration applications 
must be postmarked by 
April 23.

 “Voter turnout tends 
to be higher during presi-
dential election years,” 
Secretary of  State Alison 
Lundergan Grimes 
said. And in anticipa-
tion of  heightened inter-
est, Grimes reminded 
Kentuckians of  several 
important voting laws:

n Changes in party 
affiliation for the 2012 pri-
mary election were due 
by Dec. 31, 2011. Voters 
who changed their party 
affiliation after that date 
are not eligible to vote in 
partisan races in the pri-
mary, although they may 
vote on nonpartisan races 
on the May Primary bal-
lot. 

Since Jan. 1 more than 
7,000 voters have switched 
party affiliation, forfeit-
ing their ability to vote in 
partisan primaries in May. 
Voters who changed their 
party affiliation after Dec. 

31, 2011, may still vote 
for their candidate(s) of  
choice in the November 
general election.

n Voters who have 
recently moved need to 
update their voter reg-
istration information 
by no later than April 
23. Pursuant to KRS 
116.025(6), individuals 
who move from one coun-
ty to another county while 
the voter registration 
books are open and fail to 
update their registration 
information before the 
voter registration books 
close are not permitted to 
vote in the primary.

n Minors who are 17 
years old but will be 18 
years old on or before 
the Nov. 6 general elec-
tion are eligible to reg-
ister and entitled to vote 
in the upcoming primary 
(although they are not 
eligible to vote in special 
elections until they are 
18).

“The success of  our 
democratic society is pre-
mised on all eligible citi-
zens exercising the right 
to vote,” said Grimes. 
“I hope that as many 
Kentuckians as are able 
will register and partici-
pate in the upcoming elec-
tions.”
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God Bless the USA!

Serving you for 118 Years!

“118 Year Tradition of Friendly Service”
Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sat 8:30-Noon
(270) 545-3301

“Full Service Banking”
Mon-Fri. 8:30a.m. to 4p.m. • Sat 8:30-Noon

Drive in windows open until 6:00 p.m. on Fri.
(270) 388-2265

Max Armstrong enjoys playing outside just like every 
child his age.                              —Photo submitted


