
By The Associated Press
ATLANTA — Josh Smith

came up big when the Atlanta
Hawks needed him.

Playing to the crowd and
energizing his teammates as
leading scorer Joe Johnson
watched the game with an
injured knee, Smith knew his
performance was the reason
Atlanta held off hard-charging
Oklahoma City.

“I’m an emotional guy,” he
said. “I’m the emotional leader of
this basketball team and whenev-
er we can make some defensive
stops and put them together, that
definitely has to get you fired
up.”

Smith scored 13 of his 30
points in the fourth quarter, Jeff
Teague added 16 points and the
Atlanta Hawks snapped the Thun-
der’s seven-game winning streak
with a 97-90 victory on Saturday
night.

Kevin Durant finished with 35
points, going 14 of 17 on free
throw attempts, and Russell West-
brook had 25 points for league-
best Oklahoma City.

Smith, who matched a season-
high in scoring and pulled down
seven of his 12 rebounds in the
fourth, had dunks on consecutive
possessions to give the Hawks
an 87-79 lead with 4:43 remain-
ing.

Then, after forcing Durant to
commit a turnover and pounding
his first against his own chest with
3:04 left, Smith matched Durant’s
3-pointer  to put Atlanta up 92-88
at the 2-minute mark.

One minute later, Smith drove
past Ibaka on the right side and
rolled in a left-handed hook to
make it 95-90. His efforts helped
the Hawks win their second
straight.

“I was just real focused,” Smith
said. “I wanted to be the guy to try
to will us to win this game. I was

able to find some cracks in their
defense and put the ball in the
hole.”

The Thunder, looking to reach
eight straight wins for the first
time since February 2010, briefly
rallied from their biggest deficit,
11 points on two free throws by
Williams at the 2:15 mark of the
second quarter, when Cole
Aldrich’s two free throws put
Oklahoma City up 71-70 near the
end of the third.

“When they grabbed that lead,
we knew we still were in the ball-
game,” Smith said. “We didn’t
want to hang our heads and have
bad body language. We were able
to come out and play a good bas-
ketball game tonight.”

Durant missed four of his first
five shots from the field before
faking out Marvin Williams at the
top of the key and hitting a 3-
pointer that cut the lead to 51-45
in the final seconds of the first
half.

The Thunder dropped to 8-2
against the Eastern Conference.
Not surprisingly, Oklahoma City,
which leads the NBA with an

average of 16.9 turnovers, could-
n’t overcome 21 miscues that led
to 22 Atlanta points.

“We’ve got to fix it,” Okla-
homa City coach Scott Brooks
said. “We keep talking about it.
We’re working on it. But we’ve
got to figure out that because it’s
going to be hard to win night in,
night out the way we turn it over.
We’re an attack team. We’re an
aggressive team. I understand
that, but we still have to be solid
with our decisions. It’s unaccept-
able having 20 turnovers in an
NBA game.”

Durant, the MVP of last Sun-
day’s NBA All-Star Game, was
just 3 of 10 from the field in the
final period, launching missed 3s
at the end to try and keep the
score close.

“We’ve won so many games
down the stretch, and to lose this
one, it’s tough, but it’s the luck of
the draw, man,” Durant said.
“We’ve got to move on.”

As Johnson missed his second
straight game and fifth of the last
six with left knee tendinitis, Kirk
Hinrich and Zaza Pachulia help

fill the offensive void by each
scoring 10 points. Pachulia also
had 14 rebounds for his fourth
double-double of the season.

“The Hawks played hungry
tonight even though they were
down some guys,” Brooks said.
“They fought us for four quar-
ters.”

Nobody competed harder than
Smith, who was coming off a 24-
point, 19-rebound effort the night
before against Milwaukee.

“We need him to be that impact
player, particularly with his ener-
gy,” Atlanta coach Larry Drew
said. “ We can feed off his energy.
When’s playing like that, you can
see the rest of the guys step their
level of play up.”

NOTES — Westbrook played
with a protective sleeve on his
left ankle, which he slightly
sprained in Thursday’s three-
point win over Orlando. ... Okla-
homa City C Kendrick Perkins
had two points and five rebounds
in 16 minutes before fouling out
with 4:09 remaining. ... A second
Thunder starter, G Daequan
Cook, did not take a shot and
pulled down three rebounds in 14
minutes. ... The Thunder
outscored Atlanta 20-4 in fast-
break points. ... The Hawks led
points in the paint 42-26. ...
Atlanta reserve G Tracy
McGrady did not return after
playing 1 minute of the first
quarter and straining his left
knee.

Wizards 101, Cavaliers 98
WASHINGTON — Jordan

Crawford scored 31 points and
John Wall added 24 to lead the
Washington Wizards to a 101-98
victory over the Cleveland Cava-
liers on Saturday night.

Antawn Jamison scored 29 in
his return to Washington but
missed a 3-point attempt to tie the
game with 35 seconds to play. It
was Jamison’s first appearance in
the Verizon Center since being
traded from the Wizards to Cleve-
land in February 2010.

JaVale McGee had nine points
and 12 rebounds for Washington,
which snapped a six-game losing
streak.

Kyrie Irving scored 20 points,

12 in the fourth quarter, and Ryan
Hollins had 15 for the Cavaliers,
who lost their fifth straight.

The Wizards held an 82-81
lead with about seven minutes to
play. Crawford then spurred them
on a 14-5 run that gave Washing-
ton a 96-86 lead with 3:45 left.
Crawford scored eight points dur-
ing the run, including two 3-
pointers.

Irving led a furious Cleveland
rally down the stretch, scoring
eight of the Cavaliers’ nine points
in the final 21⁄2
minutes.

Irving’s layup
with about a
minute left cut
Washington’s
lead to 100-97.
Jamison had a
chance to tie it
on Cleveland’s
next possession,
but his 3-pointer
was off target.

C l e v e l a n d
was still down
three when Irv-
ing went to the
line with 7 sec-
onds left. Irving
made the first
free throw, but
missed the sec-
ond and McGee
came down with
the rebound.

After Wall
made one of two
free throws, Anthony Parker
missed a 3-pointer at the buzzer.

Jamison scored 15 points in the
first quarter and Cleveland led 33-
24 after one. The 33 points were
the most Cleveland has scored in
any opening quarter this season.

The Cavaliers led by as many
as 10 in the second quarter, but
Washington came back with a 15-
4 run to erase the deficit midway
through the quarter.

Cleveland led 55-50 at half-
time, but the teams stayed close
most of the third. Wall ended the
quarter by going the length of the
court in 3.9 seconds for a buzzer-
beating layup to tie the game at
78.

Magic 114, Bucks 98
ORLANDO, Fla. — Dwight

Howard had 28 points and 14
rebounds to lead six Magic play-
ers in double figures, and Orlando
beat the Milwaukee Bucks 114-98
on Saturday night. 

The game was close until the
Magic pulled away in the fourth
quarter thanks to some hot 3-point
shooting and dominant play from
Howard. 

Jason Richardson had 18 points
for the Magic, while Hedo
Turkoglu and Ryan Anderson
chipped in 16 points apiece. The
Magic shot 51.7 percent (14 of
27) from 3-point distance.

It was the Magic’s fourth victo-
ry over the Bucks in 22 days. The
Magic overcame fourth-quarter
deficits in the first three wins, but
they didn’t need a comeback on
Saturday night. 

Brandon Jennings led Milwau-
kee with 27 points and Ersan
Ilyasova added 18. 

The Magic jumped out to an
early 17-point lead on the back of
Howard, who scored 12 points,
including five dunks, as the
Magic led 36-21 after the first
quarter. The 36 points tied for the
second-most they’ve scored in a
quarter this season. 

But the Bucks went on a 12-2
run to begin the second quarter –
with Howard on the bench – and
erased the deficit. The Bucks
scored 39 second-quarter points,
their season high for any period.

The Magic
led 61-60 at
halftime.  

Orlando went
11-for-18 from
the field in the
fourth quarter. 

J.J. Redick
(14 points) and
Chris Duhon
(12) also scored
in double figures
for Orlando.

NOTES —
Magic F
Q u e n t i n
Richardson sat
out his third
straight game
with a strained
right Achilles’
tendon. ... Mike
Dunleavy Jr.
rejoined the
Bucks after
missing Friday
night’s game

because of the birth of his second
child. . It was the first career start
for Bucks F Tobias Harris. .
Bucks G Stephen Jackson didn’t
make the trip because of soreness
in his right hamstring. It was his
sixth consecutive missed game. .
The Magic overcame 22
turnovers, although the Bucks had
20 of their own.

Pacers 102, Hornets 84
NEW ORLEANS — Danny

Granger scored 20 points and the
Indiana Pacers beat the New
Orleans Hornets 102-84 on Satur-
day night for their first six-game
winning streak in seven years. 

David West had 14 points and
13 rebounds in his first game back
in New Orleans after playing the
first eight years of his career with
the Hornets. Darren Collison
added 13 points, including a cir-
cus shot at the halftime buzzer. 

Indiana, playing only its sec-
ond game in the last 10 days, blew
it open with a 21-4 run to take a
54-37 lead at the half.  

Jarrett Jack scored 18 and
Marco Belinelli added 15 for New
Orleans, which played its third
game in four days and dressed
only nine players for the second
consecutive night.

Grizzlies 100, Pistons 83
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — O.J.

Mayo scored 17 points and
sparked a fourth-quarter rally
with his 3-point shooting, and the
Memphis Grizzlies won their
fourth straight with a 100-83 vic-
tory over the Detroit Pistons on
Saturday night.

Mayo was 4 of 5 outside the
arc, connecting on all three
attempts in the fourth quarter,
when Memphis broke open a
close game with 17 unanswered
points. 

Marc Gasol added 17 points
and nine rebounds. Marreese
Speights had 16 points, and Rudy
Gay added 12. Quincy Pondexter
had 10 of his 12 points in the
fourth quarter, while Mike Conley
finished with 10 points and 12
assists.

Rodney Stuckey led the Pistons
with 20 points, although he was 6
of 22 from the field.
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 Miles Crabtree Auctioneer
 Bowling Green, KY

 Brannen’s Tobacco Warehouse - Louisville Rd., Bowling Green, KY
 Tractors - Trucks - Const. Equip. - Tools - Tilling Equip. - Hay Equip. - Lawn Mowers

 Consignments will be accepted beginning Saturday, March 3rd through Friday, March 9th from 8-5
 For more info., please contact: Miles Crabtree: (270-842-3377) or (270-784-8337) 

 Roger Morgan: (270-563-4679 or (270-202-7761)

 AUCTION
 FARM MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT •   Saturday Mar. 10 • 9 A.M.

 JANUARY & FEBRUARY 
 SALESPERSONOF THE MONTH

 P.J. Jones
 Gary Force Toyota congratulates P.J. Jones for outstanding sales leadership and cus -
 tomer service in January and February. P.J. would like to thank his customers for making 
 this possible. He invites you to call him at 843-4321 or visit him at Gary Force Toyota, 
 1860 Campbell Lane for all your new and used automotive needs.

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 

Turning Assets into
CASH!

That’s what we have been 
doing for nearly 40 years.

Let us show you why an 
auction should be your 

first choice. 1053A Lovers Lane  Bowling Green KY 42103

270-782-2299
www.SellwithHunt.com

TOMMY HUNT

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

John Bazemore/AP
Atlanta Hawks forward Josh Smith celebrates with fans Saturday as he leaves the court after his team
defeated Oklahoma City Thunder 97-90 in Atlanta.

John Wall scores 24
in Washington’s win

Smith scores 30 in Hawks’ win over Thunder

Nick Wass/AP
Washington Wizards guard John
Wall (right) goes to the basket
Saturday against Cleveland
Cavaliers forward Antawn
Jamison in Washington.


