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38 die in storms; 19 in Ky.
By ROGER ALFORD
and JIM SUHR
The Associated Press

WEST LIBERTY — Across the South
and Midwest, survivors emerged Satur-
day to find blue sky and splinters where
homes once stood, cars flung into build-
ings and communications crippled after
dozens of tornadoes chainsawed through
a region of millions, leveling small towns
along the way.

At least 38 people were killed in five
states, but a 2-year-old girl was somehow
found alive and alone in a field near her
Indiana home. Her family did not sur-

vive. A couple who fled their home for
the safety of a restaurant basement made
it, even after the storms threw a school
bus into their makeshift shelter.

Saturday was a day filled with such
stories, told as emergency officials
trudged with search dogs past knocked-
down cellphone towers and ruined homes

looking for survivors in rural Kentucky
and Indiana, marking searched roads and
homes with orange paint. President
Barack Obama offered federal assistance,
and Ohio Gov. John Kasich declared an
emergency Saturday. 

The worst damage appeared centered
in the small towns of southern Indiana

and eastern Kentucky’s Appalachian
foothills. No building was untouched
and few were recognizable in West Lib-
erty, Ky., about 90 miles from Lexing-
ton, where two white police cruisers
were picked up and tossed into City
Hall.

“We stood in the parking lot and
watched it coming,” said David Ison,
who raced into a bank vault with nine

others to seek safety. “By the time it hit,
it was like a whiteout.”

In East Bernstadt, two hours to the
southwest, Carol Rhodes clutched four
VHS tapes she’d found in debris of her
former home as she sobbed under a
bright sun Saturday.

“It was like whoo, that was it,” said
Rhodes, 63, who took refuge with four
family members in a basement bedroom
that she had just refinished for a grand-
child.

“Honey, I felt the wind and I said, ‘Oh
my God,’ and then (the house) was

Derek Hull of Bowling Green (right) dives into the pool Saturday for the seventh annual Penguin Plunge as part of the Builders
Association of South Central Kentucky Home Expo at Sloan Convention Center

Event continues today
By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

With Friday’s storms, the theme of this
weekend’s Home Expo, “There’s No Place
Like Home,” seemed especially appropriate.

Hundreds of people came to the Sloan
Convention Center on Saturday for the
annual event, which features exhibits of
home products and services. The expo con-
tinues today from 12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Tickets are $8 or two for $15. Children are

Variables could lead to spike in coming months
By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

As spring approaches, consumers are wary of prices at the
pump. 

In Kentucky, experts warn that even though prices haven’t
skyrocketed yet, there’s a chance they’ll hit $4 a gallon or more
in the coming months. 

“We do have a lot of things creating a perfect storm as far as
the potential for high gas prices,” said Roger Boyd, spokesman
for AAAin Louisville. “I’m always a little bit more cautionary ...
there are so many things that can happen, both good and bad.” 

Bowling Green fuel prices were around $3.64 a gallon Satur-
day for regular unleaded gasoline, according to an online gaso-
line price tracker. 

Boyd predicts that price will remain steady for about a month,
but it likely will spike around spring break time, he said. 

But summer is a different story. It’s possible that the threat of
high gas prices could cause current demand to increase, creating
a drop in summer supplies and causing prices to spike, he said. 

“Yes, we could see dramatically high prices,” Boyd said. “But
as long as motorists conserve as much as they can, they’ll keep
prices down.”

High gas prices don’t help station owners, such as Fred Hig-
gins, owner of Minit Mart in Bowling Green, he said. 

“It costs more to operate,” Higgins said. “You have to pay for
that gas when you get it, so it costs your operation, (prices) going
up.”

Additionally, the higher the gasoline price, the more station
owners must pay in credit card fees. Each time a person uses a
credit or debit card – which is now a majority of the time – the
station owes a few cents, he said. 

Like others, Higgins anticipates a jump in gas prices this
spring and summer, and a tame winter is partly to blame, he said. 

“We haven’t had a winter. So, you’ve had movement around;
you’ve had some construction. It’s disrupted the supplies,” he
said.

But will prices be even higher in Bowling Green compared to
surrounding areas, a popular complaint among many residents?

Most metropolitan areas, like Bowling Green, do have higher
gas prices, Boyd said. More stations are competing for business
and are serving a wider variety of customers compared to rural
areas. 

Therefore, most stations agree on a competitive price, and that
price tends to be higher, he said. 

“Most urban areas do find a competitive balance and do deliv-
er higher prices, that is accurate,” Boyd said.

By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

A number of House lawmakers
are supporting legislation that the
business community thinks could
help spur investment in small
business.

The Angel Investor Bill, HB

131, has bipartisan sponsorship,
including locally from Reps. Jim
DeCesare, R-Bowling Green,
Johnny Bell, D-Glasgow, Martha
Jane King, D-Russellville, and
Wilson Stone, D-Scottsville.

“The intention of the legisla-
tion is to add incentives for indi-
viduals to support what might be

seen as high-risk innovative new
companies, who might not be able
to get traditional bank financing,”
Stone said. “The incentive would
be for them to have something
beyond ownership in a company.”

Those investors could receive a
state income tax credit, similar to
what already is available on the
federal level.

“It could be a corporate tax

credit, but most likely would be
personal tax credit for an individ-
ual,” Stone said.

DeCesare said the legislation
would be a way to spur invest-
ment in small businesses. Small
businesses are known to be gener-
ating most of the new jobs across
the country.

Those who are investing in
geographic areas specifically tar-

geted by the state for investment –
called enhanced areas – can qual-
ify for up to 50 percent of their
investments, he said. There is a 40
percent credit for investments in
non-enhanced areas.

Up to $4 million in credits
would be available for each of 10
years in the program. There also
will likely be a cap on what a sin-
gle investor can recoup in credits.

Stone said that before a credit
can be claimed, a business has to
be up and running with employ-
ees and generating revenue.

The legislation was approved
in committee and had two read-
ings on the House floor. It has
been assigned to Appropriations
and Revenue because it has a fis-
cal note.

Gas price
anxiety still
on minds

Bill with bipartisan support designed to spur small businesses
State tax credit among devices designed to help
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Martin and
Maggie Beltowski
(from left) of
Bowling Green
speak with Jason
Hammons, also
Bowling Green,
owner of
Showcase
Borders,
during the event.
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“Honey, I felt the wind and I said, ‘Oh my God,’ and
then (the house) was gone. I looked up and could
see the sky.”

Carol Rhodes
East Bernstadt resident
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