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Heavy foliage may
signal hard winter

By MABEL KISER
The rains are still with us.

Must be the monsoon season.
But we call it dog days. The
rains were needed so badly,
though. The water level in sev-
eral wells has risen from a crit-
ically low stage.

Have you noticed the extra
heavy foliage this summer. Old
timers say this is a sign of a hard
winter. If it is we sure will have
a rough time this winte.

Did you know that once upon a
time people actually ate break-
fast? And before they ate they
had to cook. And they cooked
and cooked. There were bis-
cuits, gravy, fried apples, meat,
honey, molasses and butter. This
might sound like something of a
task, and it was. The mother
got up long before daylight to
cook by an oil burning light. Be-

fore breakfast could be cooked
the father had gone to the woods
and cut down a hugh beech tree
(not the same day, of course).
The tree was sawed into stove
lengths in the woods, pulled into
the woodyard b y old Beck where
it was split, with glut and wood
maul, into large hunks. These
hunks were split into smaller
pieces that would go into the
stove. These were stacked into
a crib like thing to dry in the
sun. After a few days drying
the wood was carried into the
house and stacked, in small neat
sucks behind the stove. This
wood did not last very long and
the process had to be repeated
again and again for the life of the
homeowner. There were two o-t-

meals to be prepared each
day other than breakfast.

The molasses were not easy to
come by, either. Cane had to
be planted early in the spring.
Hoed and hoed again and again,
let to grow all summer. In the
fall all the tops or clusters of seed
had to be cut off. This was done
by the farrrer with a large knife
on the order of a butcher knife.
All the blades were stripped from
the stalk, then the stalk was cut
and piled into neat stacks where
the molasses mill was to be set
up. Tnien the real work began.

It took the whole family to
make molasses. The stalks
must be fed into the feeder
roller to mash out the juice in
the stalk. These rollers are made
to go around by being rigged up
to a wagon tongue affair pulled by
Old Buck. The juice then was

into a large vat over a wood
timing oven and boiled and boiled

until thickened. A green like
scum gathers on top of the boil-
ing mixture, and must be skimmed
off with a wooden paddle, else
the molasses will be bitter. The
finished produce will be stored
into every available jar &rA
can. Ah, yes, it takes the
whole family to make molasses
not to mention blackberry jelly
or jam and apple butter and ap-
ple juice.

The honey the bees made. But
if you have ever watched a swarm
of bees being hived or a gum of
bees being robbed you will know
the thing Is no easy task. The
bees do not take lightly to giv-
ing up the honey they nave work-e- d

all summer to make.
The butter, too - ah, yes, the

butter. That was about the
hardest task of all. First, the cow
must be fetched from the pa-
sturethe task of a barefoot child
Almost always if a storm was
brewing the cow hid in back of
the pasture at the top of the
hill above the biggest briar
patch on the entire farm. After ,
she was Wrought in and milked,
by hand, the milk had to be

strained into a jar and be taken
to the milk house to stand in
water to cool. All the, seeming-
ly 40, milk pans had to be wash-
ed, rinsed and scalded from wat-
er drawn by hand from the well
outside the house. Later the
milk was brought into the house,
let to stand in a chum (usually
three gallon) until it soured,
then it was churned, by hand,
until the butter formed on top.
The butter was taken off into a
large bowl, all the milk worked
out? coverea ana returned to the
spring, or milk house. Milk of
ail the products on the farm had
to be handled the most careful-
ly. First it must be kept'sweet,
and the butter milk must not .
not be allowed to get warn and
sharp sour. Then, too, we had
no screen doors and flies love
milk, too, and we hated flies,
so we were extra careful.

The meat was started in the
early spring. The mother hog
was marked in the ear by cutting
some part of the ear off. Each
farmer honored his neighbor's
mark of the hog's ear. ffhe hog
was turned loose in the woods to
live in the mast. In the fall the
mother hogg was rounded up with
her young. The choice shoat,
usually two and three of the
choice shoats, were placed in a
pen and fed com until fat, and
then they were butchered when
the weather was cold enough to
keep the meat. All this besides
the com we raired to feed the
cow, the hogs, the chickens,
and 'Old Buck. To say nothing
of the tops cut from the com,
the blades stripped from the
stalk for silage, before the ears
were pulled off after two or three
heavy frosts, Beans, turnips,
cabbage, radishes, lettuce,
tomatoes and cucumbers were
sidelines raised in our spare time.
Yes, we ate breakfast and there
were many a long and weary
step and many a drop of sweat
before breakfast was ready. We
oldsters are acquainted with
elbow grease, and none of us
that ate that breakfast ever tasted
the bread of idleness.

Cpl. Caudill's

Marine with Navy
How would it feel to be the

only Marine attached to a Naval
activity with 1700 sailors? If
you would like an answer to this
question look up Corporal Larry
C. Caudill, USMC, at the Naval
Auxiliary Air Station, Meridian,
Miss.

Actually, CpL Caudill.is not
the only'Marine at the Navy's
newest jet training base, but he
is the only enlisted member of
the Corps stationed there. The
Naval Auxiliary Air Station,
Meridian, is the basic jet train-
ing station for Navy and Marine
Corps jet pilots and Cpl. Caudill,
who is assigned to the station
staff, handles all administrative
servies for the Marine students
under the supervision of Major
Harold B. Roth, USMC, Marine
Liaison Officer.

CpL Caudill has been in the
Marines for three years. He
served in Okinawa with the Head

one of a kind.

quarters Battery, Second Battal-"io- n,

Twelfth Marines, and at the
Naval Air Station, Pensacola,
Fla. , for ilve months prior to re-

porting to Meridian.
In his administrative job he

handles everything from checking
in to checking out the paperwork
phases of more than 150 student
pilots.

The Blackey, Ky. ,

native plans to go back to higher
education when nis hitch with
the Corps expires next July. Un-

til then he will serve with the
Navy keeping the true esprit-de-cor- ps

of the enlisted Marine
ranks alive at Naval Auxiliary

Ir Station, Meridian.
When asked if he got much rib-

bing about being the only en-

listed Marine at this Navy base
he replied, "At first I took a
lot but after 13 months I know
just about everybody here. It
is really a special distinction to
be one of a kind, though. "
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UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY horticulturist Robert Shepherd and greenhouse operatorOtis
Blackburn look over a cluster of green tomatoes in one of four plastic greenhouses operated
by Blackburn near Prestonsburg. Shepherd believes that Eastern Kentucky potentially is a
major greenhouse center and thinks many residents of the area could find prosperity for
themselves and their families by following Blackburn's example. A story is on page 2.

School bus
rates hiked

The Letcher County Board of
Education learned this week that
it will have difficulty obtaining
fleet insurance on its school bus-
es for the coming school year.

Local insurance agencies noti-
fied the board that, as a result
of the school bus accident a few
weeks ago in which a 17 -- year-old

boy was driving the vehicle which
wrecked and killed a young girl,
I .surance firms generally' were
refusing to bid for the Letcher
County school bus insurance con-

tract.
The only bid submitted came

from Whitesburg Insurance Agent
Estill Blair, who submitted a bid
in behalf of one company for
$19, 153. 35 for fleet insurance on
the 68 vehicles owned by the
schools.

"It's an outrageous bid and
I am ashamed to bring it before
you, " Blair said.

The schools have been paying
but $5, 000 a year for bus insur-
ance.

Superintendent of Schools Ken-
dall Boggs said he had talked "

with representatives of all the
local insurance agencies, and
all reported they were unable to
find firms willing to bid. Blair
agreed .

The board postponed action
for a few days to give Boggs and
the insurance agents time to
seek other bids more in line vd th
what the board has been paying
in the past.

Blair commented that even if
the board can find a firm will-
ing to take the contract on, it is
likely some firm conditions will
be attached regarding minimum
and maximum ages for bus driv-
ers, and other matters pertaining
to school bus safety.

Anti-pove- rty groups
schedule meetings
The Letcher County Economic

Opportunity will hold
a special meeting at 7:30 p. m.
Monday in the courthouse. Pro-
posed bylaws and personnel pol-
icies and the Blackey commun-
ity center program will be dis-

cussed.'
The Leslie, Knott, Letcher.

Perry Community Action Council
will meet at 6:30 p. m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 25, at the grade school
building in Hindman.

Meetings of both groups are open
to the public.

LETCHER LIBRARY

SETS NEW RECORD
The itcher County library re-

ports it had a record circulation
of 2, 463 books during the month
of June.

The previous high circulation
figure was 2, 293 books in Feb-
ruary bf this year.

Besides the books, June cir-
culation figures also included
36 magazines, 146 records, 3
pictures, and 9 items of sports
equipment, for a grand total of
2, 657 Items placed in circulation.

The library reported that Its
circulation during the fiscal year
of July 1, 1965, through June
30, 1966. totaled 25, 173, and
that 1, 349 borrowers were re-

gistered. Forty-nin- e new borrow-
ers were registered in June.

The library, located in new
quarters on the first floor of the
rear of the courtho use, has a
constantly-growin- g collection
of books, records, paintings,
magazines, newspapers and sports
equipment. Members of the
pubic have an open invitation
to stop, by and use the new


