
By Meaghan Downs
News staff 

After almost a year apart from her hus-
band, Jackie Black only needed to wait a few 
more hours before they were finally reunited 
for the holidays. 

The wife of 1st Sgt. John Black of Anderson 
County, Jackie arrived at Capital City airport 
at about 11:45 a.m. on Dec. 21 to welcome her 
husband home as he arrived in Frankfort 
after nearly a year’s deployment to Afghani-
stan with the National Guard. 

But winter weather and high winds 
delayed John’s arrival, she said, as well as 
about the arrival of 40 other soldiers flying in 
with the Agribusiness Development Team #4. 

One flight finally came in around 2:30 p.m., 
she said, but John’s flight arrived at about 5 
p.m., five hours late.  

“It was kind of a long, anxious day for all 
the families with the soldiers coming in,” Jack-
ie said in a phone interview a few weeks later, 
recalling her emotional wait in the aviation 
building at the Frankfort airport. 

The Guard unit departed for Afghanistan 
from Frankfort in late January 2012 to teach 
agribusiness skills in an effort to rebuild the 
Afghan economy. 

Some soldiers, like Anderson County’s 
Colby Elliott, arrived home early this fall. 
Jackie said John came home for a brief visit in 
June before heading back to Afghanistan. 

Jackie said she got to the hanger early; she 

wanted to see John’s plane touch down on the 
runway.  

“This time when he landed, he was going to 
be home for good,” she said.  

John (who Jackie described as not being 
able to sit still for long) is already working on 
plans to build a garage and plans to return 
back to work full-time with the National 
Guard at the end the month, she said. 

“I guess his mom said it was the perfect 
Christmas present, knowing he was going to 
be home,” she said. 

Comment at theandersonnews.com.
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Friday: Rain showers likely. High: Lower 60s. 
Low: Lower 50s.

Saturday: Some rain showers. High: Lower 
70s. Low: Lower 50s.

Sunday: Rain showers likely. High: Lower 50s. 
Low: Upper 30s.

Weekend ForecastIndex

Calendar ........................ A12

Classifieds ....................B6-8

Court ............................. A14

Faith .............................. A13

Obituaries ....................... A6

Opinion ........................A4-5

Real Estate ...................... B8

Society .......................... A12

Sports ..........................B1-5

Way We Were ................ A11

Vol. 136 No. 40 • Two sections

www.theandersonnews.com

The Anderson NewsThe Anderson News
Setting standards of excellence since 1877

rson rson 

Girls’, Boys’ basketball teams
post homecoming victories, B1

POLICE TEAM UP TO EXAMINE
SAFETY IN SCHOOLS, A10

Offices in Lawrenceburg,
Frankfort & Versailles

(502) 875-9885

Like  us

on Facebook!

You could

win an online

subscription!

Lawsuit says coach
called injured

wrestler ‘crybaby,’
twisted broken leg
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The front end of a 2008 Kia is engulfed in flames Sunday morning in front of a residence at 3126 Whirlaway Lane. A 
faulty anti-lock brake motor is likely to blame for the fire.

Car bursts into flames on Whirlaway

By Ben Carlson
News staff

The front tires blew up on 
a vehicle that caught fire Sun-
day morning in Thoroughbred 
Estates, but fortunately for its 
owner the car did not.

Lawrenceburg firefighters 
were called to 3126 Whirlaway 
Lane after a 2008 Kia owned by 
Danny Walker caught fire in 
the driveway.

Lawrenceburg Fire Chief 
Robert Hume said the car was 
destroyed in the blaze, which 
was likely caused by a motor 
that ran the car’s anti-locking 
braking system (ABS).

“The ABS system was run-

ning constantly and ran his 
battery down,” Hume said. 
“He called someone to have it 
jump started and when they 
got ready to get in, they noticed 
fire coming from that area, so 
I assume that the ABS system 
shorted out.”

Hume said the vehicle was 
parked close to Walker’s home 
when it burst into flames.

“He actually got into the car 
when it was on fire,” Hume 
said. “He backed it away from 
the house, and it’s a good thing 
that he did.”

Questioned about the safety 
of trying to move a vehicle 
whose front end was engulfed 
in flames, Hume said unlike 
in the movies and on TV, cars 
rarely explode.

“During a lifetime of fire-

fighting, I’ve never seen one 
explode,” said Hume. “Tires will 
blow, but as far as gas tanks I’ve 
seen cars burn up completely 
and not explode.

“It looks good on TV, and it 
certainly makes people con-
cerned, but I’ve never seen it 
happen.”

Hume said part of the reason 
cars don’t often explode is the 
way they are built.

“They used to have solid 
metal tanks, which were more 
like a bomb,” Hume said. “Now 
there are new designs with rub-
ber gas lines and plastic tank 
caps, which usually just melt.”

Hume said no one was 
injured in the fire.

Comment at theanderson-
news.com.  

Owner moves burning
vehicle away from home

District says even if true, suit should be dismissed
By Ben Carlson

News staff

The father of an Ander-
son County school student 
claims that a middle school 
assistant wrestling coach 
called his son a “crybaby” 
and twisted his broken leg 
after the child was injured 
during a practice.

William Agee, the boy’s 
father, is suing the school 
district, middle school and 
then-coach Travis York for 
compensatory and punitive 
damages from an incident 
that occurred in November 
2011 during a middle school 
wrestling practice.

The lawsuit was filed in 
November of 2012, and a 
hearing was scheduled for 
Tuesday afternoon in Ander-
son Circuit Court. That hear-
ing was postponed.

The lawsuit contends that 
the wrestler who injured 
Agee’s son used an illegal 
move while the two wrestled 
during a practice, causing 
a spiral fracture to his left 
tibia.

The lawsuit contends that 

while Agee’s son screamed 
in pain, instead of coming 
onto the mat to render aid 
an unnamed assistant coach  
“called him a crybaby” and 
“twisted his injured leg.”

The suit further contends 
that Agee’s son’s injury was 
made worse when unnamed 
people at the practice tried 
to pull him off the mat.

Agee’s son might have a 

School district settles 
civil rights lawsuit

A federal lawsuit filed by an instruc-
tional assistant 
who lost her job 
following the 2010-
11 school year has 
been settled.

The woman who filed 
the suit claimed her 
rights were violated 
under the 5th and 
14th amendments 
of the constitution when Superinten-
dent Sheila Mitchell let her go and 
kept employees with less seniority.

For more on this story, see A10.
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New Eagle Scout Bob Jacoby, center, is hugged by older brothers Bill, left, 
and Ben, also Eagle Scouts after Bob was recognized for his achievement 
Saturday during an Eagle Scout Court of Honor at First Christian Church.

Brothers now all Eagle Scouts

By Ben Carlson
News staff

The odds of a Boy Scout 
reaching the rank of Eagle 
Scout are roughly 2-in-100.

The odds of three boys from 
the same family doing so? 
Incalculable.

But that’s just what the 
three sons of Dr. Keith and Del-
win Jacoby have achieved.

“I don’t know the odds, but 
this is the first time I know of 
in this community and I’ve 
been serving as scoutmaster 
for more than 20 years,” said 
Scoutmaster Kevin Cox. “I don’t 
know of any time there has 
been three Eagle Scouts from 
the same family.”

Bob Jacoby, a senior at Lex-

Youngest recognized Saturday at First Christian Church

See EAGLES, Page A2

Home again, this time for good
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1st Sgt. John Black, left, and his daughter Taylor
Black, right, stand in front of a homecoming sign in
the Black family residence.

Anderson County soldier braves rough winter weather to reunite with his family

See LAWSUIT, Page A2


