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A hearing officer has rec-
ommended overturning the 
hiring of a  state merit worker 
 at Little Sandy Correctional 
Complex  af-
t e r  H o u s e 
Democrat i c 
Floor Leader 
Rocky Adkins  
endorsed the 
man, the son 
of a local poli-
tician, over 
the applicant 
deemed best 
qualified.

I n  l a t e 
2010, Adkins 
wrote the Corrections De-
partment on his legislative 
letterhead and called Correc-
tions Commissioner LaDonna 
Thompson to recommend 
Charles Pennington for a 
$40,709-a-year job as opera-
tions manager  at the prison in 
Elliott County. Pennington’s 
father is the county’s former 
Democratic judge-executive 
and sheriff.

INFLUENCE CITED IN 
AWARDING OF STATE JOB 

Adkins’ 
role in 
hiring 

criticized

By John Cheves
jcheves@herald-leader.com

Rocky Adkins,
No. 2 Democrat 

in the House, 
wrote a recom-

mendation.

 WASHINGTON — Demo-
crats began trying to push 
a bill through the Senate on 
Tuesday slicing taxes for 
b u s i n e s s e s 
that hire new 
workers and 
buy  ma jor 
new equip -
ment. They 
ran straight 
into opposi-
t i o n  f ro m 
Republicans 
who complained that the mea-
sure was too timid and sought 
to refocus the debate on their 
own economic priorities.

As soon as debate began, 
Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, said 
he would offer an  amendment 

Congress 
runs in place 
with tax talk

By Alan Fram
Associated Press

 After all we’ve heard about the 
ridiculous pressures of school on 
our homework-burdened, backpack-
lugging kids, it turns out that school 
is ... easy! 

According to a  study  released 
Tuesday by the Center for American 

Progress, 37 percent of fourth-grad-
ers say their math work is “often” 
or “always” too easy, 57 percent of 
eighth-graders say the same about 
their history work, and 39 percent of 
seniors say they rarely have to write 
papers on what they read about in 
class.  

You might think that the nation’s 

teenagers are drowning in school-
work. Images of sullen students 
buried in textbooks often grace the 
covers of popular parenting maga-
zines, while well-heeled suburban 
teenagers often complain they have 
to work the hours of a corporate 
lawyer  to finish their school proj-
ects and homework assignments. 

However, the opposite seems to be 
true — many students are not being 
challenged in school.

 Almost a third of eighth-graders 
say they read less than five pages a 
day and are required to write long 
answers on reading tests only twice 
a year or less . More than half of the 

Mountain of student homework really a molehill, study says
By Allison Benedikt

Slate

 Hayley  Myers has lived 
for the past six months at 5 
Twenty Four Angliana , a large 
housing complex on Angliana 
Avenue targeted at University 
of Kentucky students.

On Tuesday, as tempera-
tures approached 90 degrees, 
Myers and a couple of friends 
were in their bikinis lounging 
beside the swimming pool,  
one of many amenities Myers  
enjoys by living off campus.

The 740-bed  complex, 
 which backs up to The Red 
Mile  racetrack, has a fitness 
facility, stand-up tanning beds, 
movie theater , pool table and 
ping-pong tables.

It  is one of at least eight 
large residential developments 
that have opened on the west 
side of the UK campus since 
2005, reshaping an area tra-
ditionally known for tobacco 
warehouses and older homes.

Three more projects are 

HOUSING BOOM CONTINUES 
WEST OF UK’S CAMPUS

NEW UNITS WILL 
HAVE ROOM FOR 
1,600 STUDENTS

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune@herald-leader.com

See a photo gallery online.

Several warehouses are being torn down to make room for The Collegiate on Angliana, a student housing development on either 
side of the 500 block of Angliana Avenue. It is expected to open next year and will have room for 700 students.

Construction is under way on 5 Twenty Five Angliana, a 320-bed development with  three-story 
town houses that will have one-, two- and three-bedroom floor plans. It is a sister project to 
5 Twenty Four Angliana, a 740-bed student housing complex across the street that was built in 
2009. Amenities include a fitness facility, stand-up tanning beds and a movie theater.
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1. 5 Twenty Four on Angliana, ope
2. x-5 Twenty Five on Angliana
3. y-The Collegiate on Angliana
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5. y-American Campus Community
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Join Kentucky’s Leading Health Care Provider
We are fortunate to attract people who believe in our mission and
who are dedicated to the service of our patients and their families.
We are currently recruiting for experienced RNs and positions in
Case Management and Utilization Review.

To learn more or to apply online, visit sjhlex.org.
Saint Joseph offers competitive pay, excellent benefits, free continuing education,
and free parking. EOE

Continuing Care Hospital, Flaget Memorial Hospital,
Saint Joseph Berea, Saint Joseph East,
Saint Joseph Hospital, Saint Joseph Jessamine,
Saint Joseph London, Saint Joseph Martin,
Saint Joseph Mount Sterling,
The Women’s Hospital at Saint Joseph East

KentuckyOneHealth.org


