
Panel wrangles over youth problem
By Gaye Holman

Staff Writer

Participants In a local discussion
Thursday, Jan. 17, disagreed on methods
of dealing with youth and problems In

the community.
Jeffersontown High School assistant

principal James Sexton commented that
local parents and students want punish-
ment such as paddling and suspension
dealt out. But the "ones that are re-

ceiving It are the ones yelling murder.
Counselling has Its limits," he added.

Responding to the words, Jefferson
County Police Capt. Sam Tucker related
a dramatic personal story that left
the audience In hushed silence, with
more emotions soon to erupt among
participants.

The setting was a public forum on

crime and delinquency, jointly spon-

sored by the Jeffersontown High School
PTSA and the Louisville and Jefferson

An editorial on Page 4.

County Crime Commission. The meet-

ing, held at Jeffersontown High School,
was designed to give local officials
feedback from the community, aswellas
allowing citizens to present questions to
a panel.

The exchange first became heated when
Sexton expressed his frustration at dis-

integrating discipline In the schools.
"Students are demanding more and more
freedom," he said.

When Crime Commission staff mem-

ber Tina Showalter suggested he meet
with student leaders tor an Interchange
of Ideas and problems. Sexton replied,
"You've missed the point completely."
He spoke In favor of paddllngs, sus-

pensions, detention, and expulsion.
Wllber Hackett of the crime commis-

sion responded, "All the kids want to
know is that you make mistakes too."
He suggested more "equal level com-

munication" between students and fac-

ulty.
Tucker, who previously had emphasized

that both adults and youth should be di
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rected by "proper positive means, not
negative punishment," entered the con-

versation.
He said he had a close sympathy with

youth and students, and pointed out there
Is a separate set of laws for juveniles
as they do not yet have mature minds.
'I was not born a mature man like

some of you were," he said. He went
on to explain that he, himself, was
expelled from school when he was 15

years old for cutting class. He had
wanted be a medical doctor, and
the expulsion "nearly ruined my life."

He knocked around for 17 years picking
up what menial jobs he could, he said.
Finally, he went to Dean William Huff-

man at U of L, who gave him a test
which allowed him to enter University
College a hi?ti school diploma.

Took forever
Tucker said he had to work, go to

school and try to support a wife and
two children. le finally graduated from
college and went on to get a law de-

gree. "It took nearly forever," he re-

called.
1 have an L.D. now, but 1 shall

always wish It were an M.D. and 1

shall never be able to forgive that
man who wouldn't take the time to
try to understand an Immature

boy," he added.
Tucker left the audience hushed as he

ended. "Until adults have compassion,
youths will continue to have problems.
We must try to engage In a positive
reaction with them.'
Tucker apologized, saying he didn't

mean to step on anyone's toes, but
he was quickly interrupted by the Rev,
Thurmond Coleman.
Mr, Coleman, pastor of the First Bap-

tist Church of Jeffersontown, and a
member of the crime commission, said
he, Coleman, did mean to tread on some
toes,

He was recently approached, he said,
by teenagers in his church who voiced
frustration because the church basketball
league to which they belonged could not
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find a place to play. Last year there
was a fight at one of the games, Mr.
Coleman said, and as a result, this
year the league has been barred from
many possible places. The league Is
composed of teams from a number of

Jeffersontown churches.
The boys were expressing hostility

towards the high school because they
could not use the gym there, Mr, Cole-

man said. He said he fought to have
the high school built and lost a job at

the Board of Education because of It.
"Now the school stands as an empty
monument ... I would rather have
marred walls than marred children,"
he said.

Mr. Coleman spoke of the need for
more recreational space in the com-

munity and said, "Jeffersontown has
outgrown Itself,"
Jeffersontown High School principal

Howard K. Hardin explained that the
school had wanted to participate In the
Sunday county recreation program, and

he had lined up faculty members who

were willing to help with the program.
The school was then Informed that funds
had run out and Jeffersontown could not

be Included among open schools, he said.

Crime Commission

The Executive Director of the Crime
Commission, Ernest Allen, offered di-

rect help to Hardin and Jeffersontown If

the County Board of Education would

be willing to commit the minimal funds
necessary to keep the gym open. It can
be done through a volunteer program,
Allen said, which has proven successful
In other areas.

"It is a way for the citizens of Jef-

fersontown to help their own children,"
Allen added.
There was a discussion concerning

drugs and alcohol. Sgt. Maynard Mat-tlngl- y,

of the Jeffersontown police de-

partment, said, "The problem of teen-
agers with alcohol In Jeffersontown Is
far more publicized than what It Is,
but it's still a problem."

Other panelists were Doug Nunn Jr.,
legislative analyst representing County
Judge Todd Hollenbach; Terry Lanca-
ster, chairman of the Youth Crime Com-

mission; and Thomas A, Barrett, Jef-
fersontown councilman representing
Mayor Herbert S. Meyer Jr.

Power Failure
An undetermined number of homes In

the Hikes Point and Jeffersontown area
were without electrical service for a
short time Tuesday, Jan. 22, between
7:35 and 8:10 pm, according to Howard
Scherfflus of Louisville Gas and Electric
Company (LCiE).

He said an electrical sub-stati- lo-

cated on Plantslde Drive behind the
Ramada Inn, experienced a mechanical
failure In switching equipment. McMahan
and Jeffersontown Volunteer Fire De-

partments were called to the scene In
case of fire.
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Chamber ponders proposal
for three-da- y Gaslight Festival

If Jeffersontown Chamber of Commerce
leaders can bring It off, this y9ar'.s
Gaslight Festival will become a three-da- y

event.
Chamber president Hay Stoess has

asked the Jeffersontown Jayrees to con-

sider sponsoring some sort of event
to kick-o- ff the festival Friday, Sept. 6.
Jaycee president Anthony J. Guerra told
a festival committee meeting last week
his group Is exploring the Idea of a
rock concert that evening,
Guerra said the Jaycees feel the fes-

tival should Include more activities for
the youth of the community.

Until this year Hie Gaslight Festival
always has been a one-da- y affair. Cham-
ber officials think a longer event, now
set for Sept. 6--8, will make it much
more attractive to exhibitors, and more
convenient to the public.
This month's meeting of the chamber

board of directors was held at the
Ramada Inn on Jan. 10. The board
adopted a formal budget for the coming

, year which allots $800 for the festival,
and anticipates $1,500 In revenue from
festival activities.

The chamber budget, Its first formal
operating budget within memory, anti-

cipates spending of approximately
$3,460, not including a reserve fund of
about $800.

Stoess also reported plans are well
in hand for the chamber's Past Presi-
dent's Night, to be held at the Ramada
Inn Jan. 24. State Auditor ThelmaStovall
will be the main speaker at the dinner
program. The evening Is being held
In conjunction with the Kentucky Chamber
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of Commerce Legislative Conference
Jan.
Chamber secretary Mrs. Janet Biller

said she will begin next month to In-

clude in the monthly chamber news-
letter a brief review of seven or eight
local business firms. said this
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