
2003 NCHS grad
Corey Sims works in
the Office of the First
Lady
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For Bardstown native
Corey Sims, politics and
public service have always
been about giving back to
the community. Now, he is
representing his community
in a national forum: as a cor-
respondence intern in the
Office of the First Lady.

A 2003 graduate of
Nelson County High School,
Sims began his White House
internship in January. Such
internships are rumored to
be highly competitive, and
Sims submitted essays and
letters of recommendation,
besides undergoing multiple
interviews, before he was
selected. When he found out,
his family back in Nelson
County was elated.

“I immediately began
receiving phone calls and
text messages from my fam-
ily and friends who also
wanted to share the excite-
ment,” Sims wrote in an e-
mail to The Kentucky
Standard. Correspondence
with Sims about the intern-
ship had to be cleared
through the White House.
“Overall, I think we are all
humbled by the opportunity

and excited by the idea that
our community is directly
represented within the White
House.”

S i m s ’
m o t h e r ,
Brenda Sims,
said she
hopes the
i n t e r n s h i p
will open up
opportunities
for Corey to
work in poli-
tics.

“We were very thankful
that he got it. It’s just such an
area of interest for him. He is
so in his element now it’s
unbelievable. We just can’t
hardly wrap words around
this opportunity for him,”
Brenda Sims said.

Corey Sims’ internship is
the culmination of years of
political interest and
involvement. He started to
tune in to politics during the
2000 election cycle, in
which George W. Bush ran
against Al Gore in the presi-
dential election. 

“The 2004 elections, how-
ever, began my exploration
into government as a poten-
tial field of study. I wanted
to serve my country in my
own way, and I felt the most
ideal method that I was com-
fortable with was through
public service and giving
back to my country,” Sims
wrote.

As a child, Sims was inter-
ested in music, and per-
formed with the Nelson
County High School choir

and band. The Nelson
County community as a
whole played a large role in
Sims’ development, he said,
but he pointed to the influ-
ence of his parents, David
and Brenda Sims, and a few
key teachers.

“My mother taught me
compassion through her
example, and my father
instilled a work ethic that
will live on forever,” Sims
said. “I am grateful for all
the teachers and administra-
tors who contributed toward
the path I’m on, but I would
especially like to thank Mr.
David Coffing and Mrs. Pat
Berry. Their instruction both
inside and outside of the
classroom has contributed
immensely toward the man I
have become today.”

When he was 19, Sims
moved to Orlando to take
part in a Walt Disney World
College Internship Program.
He fell in love with central
Florida, and enrolled in the
University of Central
Florida, where he earned his
Bachelor’s in political sci-
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Residents on Bartley
Avenue had a temporary
power outage 10:30 a.m.
Sunday. The City of
Bardstown Department of
Public Works discovered the
culprit was a squirrel. 

Electric Superintendent
Jeff Miller said it wasn’t hard
to find the squirrel at the
base of the pole after sustain-
ing a 7,000 -volt shock.

“It had gotten into the
transformer and blew the

fuses,” Miller said. “It affect-
ed about 20 households on
Bartley and probably parts of
Kurtz.”

Electric lineman Eric
Shelburne responded to the
call. Two new fuses were re-
energized and replaced. The
outage lasted about an hour.

Devices are in place for
wildlife protection but it
doesn’t always stop them,
Miller said. 

“I keep putting signs up,
but they (wildlife) just don’t
read them.” 

Corey Sims

Bardstonian earns White House internship

Squirrel bites off more
than it can chew

www.kystandard.com

Nominate your pet for

See SIMS, page A5

Party celebrates
good Samaritan 
AT LEFT — Walter Frazier, 72, blows out
the candles on his cheese-shaped cake
made by Debbie Doutaz. Frazier leaves his
house about 4 a.m. every day to get news-
papers for his neighbors, attendees said.

ERIN L. MCCOY/The Kentucky Standard

Walter Frazier, who is often seen in downtown Bardstown helping businesses with
their odd jobs, was surprised with a party, complete with a cheese-shaped cake, at
Xavier’s Monday for his 72nd birthday party. ABOVE — Looking at Frazier’s birthday
cards are, from left, Terry Johnson, Frazier and Kandi Walton.


