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FBI searches Crume

Drugstore search part of health care fraud investigation
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

FBI officials served a search war-
rant at Crume Drug Store at 111 W.
Flaget Ave. in Bardstown 8 a.m.
Tuesday.

“We will confirm that it’s part of an
ongoing health care fraud investiga-
tion,” Tim Beam, acting chief division
council for the Federal Bureau of
Investigation in Louisville, said at
10:30 a.m.

Beam said he could not comment
further on what officials were search-
ing for as the investigation is ongoing,
a joint investigation between the FBI,
Health and Human Services and the
Kentucky Board of Pharmacy.

After entering the store FBI agents

appeared to be interviewing employ-
ees and others, and brought boxes
down into the drugstore from a sec-
ond-floor storage room.

Crume Drug Store is owned by
Tim and Robbin Sizemore. Joseph
Phillip Bowling owns the building,
according to the Nelson County
Property Valuation Administrator’s
office. 

Bardstown Police Officer Tim
Simpson and two Kentucky State
Police troopers were on scene to assist
and to ensure no one entered the drug-
store.

Crume reopened for business at 2
p.m. Employees declined to com-
ment. Robbin Sizemore did not return
calls from The Kentucky Standard by
press time.

ERIN L. MCCOY/The Kentucky Standard

ABOVE — Kentucky State Police Trooper Kevin Davis stands by as an FBI official carries down a box from an
upstairs storage room. Several boxes were carried into the drugstore. BELOW RIGHT — An FBI agent photographed
the exterior and interior of Crume Drug Store Tuesday morning.

Man sought after 4-
county police chase
Female passenger
arrested; driver’s
identity unknown
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

A man is still at large
after allegedly leading
police on a car chase across
four counties early Saturday
morning. 

Police are still unsure of
the male driver’s identity,
but passenger Nicki J.
Niemann, 22, Huntington,
Ind., was arrested in
Campbellsville after the
driver stopped the SUV and
allegedly fled on foot.  

The red
1 9 9 9
Chevrole t
Blazer was
i n i t i a l l y
s p o t t e d
about 1:48
a.m. turning
left onto KY
49 from
McDonald’s
in Bardstown, according to
an arrest report from the
Bardstown Police
Department. 

“Officer Mike Medley
observed a Chevy Blazer
pulling out of McDonald’s
kind of at a high rate of
speed, squealing tires,”
Bardstown Police Chief

BRAD BOWMAN
bbowman@lcni.com

Confirming a ruling by
the Franklin Circuit Court’s
order Friday, the Kentucky
Supreme Court ruled state
legislative 2012 elections
will run based on the
boundaries lines prior to
House Bill 1. 

The court ruled the
boundaries didn’t meet pop-
ulation requirements and
new boundaries will not be
drawn until possibly this
time next year, according to
State Rep. David Floyd. 

“The confusion and cyni-
cism the public has toward
politics comes from this
process,” Floyd said. “I
introduced House Bill 359,
which proposed new district
lines would not take effect

until January of the follow-
ing year. It would work for
everyone. You wouldn’t
want to vote for a represen-
tative you’ve never met or
talked to.” 

In 1992, the Kentucky
Supreme Court decided to
keep the redrawn districts,
with the stipulation district
boundaries would have to
be drawn again before the
next election. According to
Sen. Jimmy Higdon there
was a chance the same
would have been done with
House Bill 1. 

“It could have gone
either way and they (the
court) could’ve set a new
precedence,” Higdon said.
“They just didn’t meet the
one person one vote rule.
We will have to draw new
lines before 2014.”

Kentucky Supreme Court
ends redistricting debate

Nicki J.
Niemann

See CHASE, page A12

JILL PICKETT/Landmark News Service

Murder suspect Joshua N. Hines was led
into Hardin Circuit Court for a hearing last
week. Hines pleaded guilty to killing Toni
Ballard Tuesday.

SARAH BENNETT
Landmark News Service

Accused murderer Joshua N.
Hines accepted a plea deal
Tuesday morning and admitted
to killing his 36-year-old neigh-
bor April 7, 2011.

Toni M. Ballard, 36, was shot
to death in her own living room
at 6932 Bardstown Road east of
Elizabethtown. A Bardstown
native, Ballard had returned
home only minutes earlier after
an afternoon visit with her land-
lord.

Thirteen of Ballard’s family
members looked on as 25-year-
old Hines, arms folded, nodded
and said “yes” when asked if he

fired multiple gunshots at their
loved one with intent to kill.

He denied having any kind of
relationship with Ballard and
said the shooting was unpro-
voked.

According to Kentucky State
Police, the Elizabethtown man
first confessed the night of the
shooting death when he called
911. During the conversation
with dispatchers, he reportedly
informed police that he had shot
his neighbor and may have
killed her.

The commonwealth recom-
mended 35 years in prison for
the murder charge.

If Hardin Circuit Judge Kelly
Mark Easton accepts the agree-

ment, Hines will be eligible for
parole after serving 20 years.

“Parole eligibility means just
that,” Easton said during
Tuesday’s motion hour. “You
may be required to serve every
day of 35 years.”

A formal sentencing hearing
is scheduled for 10 a.m. April
30.

During a court hearing last
year, Kentucky State Police
Detective Jason Propes said
Hines gave investigators  “no
reasonable reason whatsoever”
for the shooting.

Propes said officers arrested
Hines after discovering Ballard
dead in her living room of three
gunshot wounds. Propes said he

found no evidence of self-
defense. 

Two bullets were recovered,
but officers weren’t able to find
one bullet they think went out
through a storm door, he said. A
revolver was recovered from
Hines’ home with three spent
shell casings in the cylinder,
police reported.

Hines was deemed eligible to
assist in his own defense and
was ordered to stand trial.

Although a competency hear-
ing was held in the case and two
experts advised Hines suffered
from a mental disorder, the
guilty plea does not cite mental

Man pleads guilty in death of Bardstown native

See MURDER, page A12


