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LEXINGTON — Freshman
point guard Marquis Teague
has had to deal with compar-
isons to John Wall and Bran-
don Knight, John Calipari’s
first two point guards at Ken-
tuck who were both first round
NBA draft picks after their
freshmen seasons, but he’s
helped Kentucky to a 32-2
record going into ursday’s
NCAA Tournament opener
against Western Kentucky in
Louisville. He’s averaging 9.4
points, 4.7 assists and 2.5 re-
bounds per game.

Several media members
who cover Kentucky offered
their opinions on his play this
season:

Mike Pratt, UK Radio Net-
work.

”I hate it when people want
to compare him to Wall and
Knight. He is not the same
type of player. I think it is unfair
to the kid and I think that
might have been his biggest
problem early when he was
trying to do too much because
he wanted to be like them. He
is a totally different player. He
is not built like them. He’s not
as tall, is not the same shooter
as Knight.

“But what he has done is
get better this year. I think
since the first of January this
kid has decided he was going
to take what the defense gave
him and run the offense that
way and make his teammates
better. He started to deliver
passes as they got open and
when you do that as a point
guard, the game slows down
for you. You are not in such a
big hurry to find your own
shot. 

“Defensively, his lateral
quickness and upper body
strength are different. Maybe
Wall had that, but he was more
of a gambler on defense.
Teague is tenacious and does
it with quick feet and great
strength. He pushes guys
around and gets in their jersey
and they can’t outquick him
laterally. He gets right in their
chest. He may be the best de-
fensive guard around. He’s
strong and quick, and that’s a
tough combination. Players
think they can get around him
when he is in their chest, but
they can’t do it.”

Kent Spencer, WHAS-TV.
“What’s impressed me the

most with Marquis Teague is
the way he’s dealt with the dis-
tractions this season and con-
tinued to improve.  When
you’re a point guard under
John Calipari you’re already
under a microscope because
of what other point guards
under Calipari achieved. I
thought Teague handled it in
stride while getting better. Per-
haps the progress wasn’t as
fast as what others liked, but
he’s reached the point where
he’s one of the best point
guards in the country. e dif-
ference between Teague com-
pared to Wall and Knight.
Marquis isn’t asked to do the
same things offensively. He’s a
guy who gets his teammates
the ball in a position where
they can score. e other two
had to be huge for the Cats in
the scoring department. I also
think Teague is by far a much
better defender than Wall and
Knight.”

Alan Cutler, WLEX-TV.
“Marquis Teague has

changed his mindset. at’s
not an easy thing to do and it
wasn’t easy for him, but after

being one of the most frustrat-
ing Cats, he’s one of the lead-
ers of the Cats. I can’t say he’s
better than either Knight or
Wall, but let’s see how the sea-
son finishes.  Who knows how
much better he’s going to get.”

Ryan Lemond, Kentucky
Sports Radio.

“I’ve always been a big Mar-
quis Teague fan, partly be-
cause I love guards from
Indiana (like me) – Kyle Macy,
Sean Woods, Roger Harden,
Jim Master, James Blackmon.
He’s not the same player as
John Wall or Brandon Knight,
but the thing I like best about
Teague is the fact that he was
willing to completely change
his game for the betterment of
the team. He was a ‘score first’
point guard, who transformed
into a ‘pass first’ point guard
because that’s what this team
needed. He struggled at times,
but he worked through it. He
has had a great attitude, and
has really worked on being a
better point guard, which in
turn has made him a better
man. I kind of smile when I
hear some people say, ‘Teague
is not ready for the NBA.’  You
just watch him. I think he’ll
surprise you when he gets his
shot at the NBA next year after
being a first round draft pick.
Bet on it!”

Keith Taylor, Winchester
Sun. 

“Knight had the big task of
following Wall and Knight had
to follow Wall. Teague has
changed his mental approach
to basketball since he's arrived
at Kentucky, which has made
him a better player and team-
mate. Knight had a better feel
for when to shoot and when to
drive. Teague is getting there
and he must continue to im-
prove in order for the Wildcats
to make a successful run in the
NCAA Tournament.”

Larry Glover, Larry Glover
Live.

“I think Marquis has had it
tougher than Wall and Knight
because he's been compared
to two great players … with
very different styles. e ex-
pectations have been enor-
mous and Wall and Knight to
a lesser degree didn't have that
to contend with. I don't think
Teague has the NBA market
value that Wall or even Knight
had and I definitely think he
needs another year of college
ball. at said, he is really
coming on and giving the Cats
exactly why they need. I think
he understands his role better
and is more comfortable in
that role than his two prede-
cessor's.   Wall was the most
talented, and this may seem
like heresy, but I think that
Knight was the better college
player … in the end Teague
may ultimately be the bigger
winner.”

Mary Jo Perino, WLEX-TV.
“What has impressed me

most about Marquis Teague is
just the way he’s been able to
handle the adversity. is is a
great team, and he has been
labeled as the weak link at
times. All he did was keep
working and keep listening to
Cal. He is not Brandon Knight
or John Wall, but Wall was not
Knight and vice versa. All
three are different players and
all three are on different
teams. Teague is not asked to
score like Knight, or pass like
Wall.  Teague is simply sup-
posed to run this team and
that’s what he’s finally doing.
You can see how much of a
difference that makes in all
his teammates.”

Media on Teague

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Kentucky freshman point guard Marquis Teague has shown the ability get inside opposing defenses to score often this season, but his defense
and ability to control the pace of No. 1 Kentucky’s offense are both even more important to UK’s success going into NCAA Tournament play.
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Marquis Teague has had
to deal with the ghosts of for-
mer great point guards
coached by John Calipari all
season, and now he’s battling
aching knees as No. 1 Ken-
tucky gets set to start NCAA
Tournament play ursday
night in Louisville.

Teague, a freshman, goes
into NCAA play averaging 9.4
points, 4.7 assists and 2.5 re-
bounds per game. However,
he’s coming off an inconsis-
tent effort in the Southeast-
ern Conference Tournament
where he had one of his
worst games against LSU,
played extremely well against
Florida and then did not
make a shot in Sunday’s loss
to Vanderbilt.

“He will be fine. He is not
going to play great every
game, but neither are any of
the other kids,” said Calipari.
“He’s not a machine. For
him, a bad game is six assists,
no turnovers, a steal or two,
good defense. He just did not
make shots, but he did not
have a bad game (against
Vanderbilt).

“What I am saying to him
is that when you are not
making shots, what are you
doing to help us win? He is
defending and had assists.
Doron (Lamb) did not shoot
well (against Vanderbilt) ei-
ther, but you know he will be
fine. I like my team. I like my
point guard. I like who we
have. We have a young team
with not a lot of experience.
It was good to get that win
streak off our back, but my
point guard will be fine.”

Florida point guard Earvin
Walker says not to worry
about Teague, either.

“I think he is very good. I
definitely don’t think he is
the weak link of that team.
He runs the offense well and

kind of makes it go. I would
say he is like an unsung hero
for that team. To me, he does
a great job.,” Walker said.
“Defensively, he is a great de-
fender. He is laterally quick,
strong. He is not a small
point guard and is a really
good defender.”

If Teague is feeling any
pressure, he’s not showing it
or talking about it. He dealt
with the comparisons to
Brandon Knight and John
Wall, Calipari’s first two point
guards at UK, as well as those
to Tyreke Evans and Derrick
Rose, Calipari’s two best
point guards at Memphis. He
dealt with the disappoint-
ment of missing a late free
throw at Indiana that helped
the Hoosiers beat Kentucky.
He’s dealt with frustrated UK
fans upset over his lack of
consistent 3-point shooting.

“I just don’t pay attention
to all of that stuff,” Teague

said. “I came here to win a
national championship. at
was my one goal, and that is
still the goal.”

Teague admits losing to
Vanderbilt might help Ken-
tucky re-focus, but he also
says UK’s 24-game win streak
did not put any additional
pressure on the players.

“When we were going to
come here, we all talked
about going undefeated.
at’s what we really wanted
to do,” Teague said. “We did-
n’t want to lose any games.
Winning was not any pres-
sure because winning is what
we planned to do. But now
that we have lost, we can’t let
that bother us. We just have
to start another winning
streak. We are taking every
team serious; we’re not look-
ing past anybody.

“We’re not really worried
about that loss anymore. We
know we have something

bigger on our minds now.
We’re worried about this
tournament and going in
and playing our hardest and
winning this.”

Teague said the Cats do
have to learn from what hap-
pened Sunday against Van-
derbilt.

“I think we played good,
we just missed some shots
down the stretch. It wasn’t
like we just played bad. We
just missed a few shots that
we normally make,” Teague
said.  “We were in the same
kind of situation that we have
been in. Earlier in the year
we hit those shots. We’re
confident when games are
on the line, we can win.”

For Kentucky to win the
national title, Teague will
have to play well on both
ends of the court. at’s
something Georgia coach
Mark Fox says he can do.

“I think that they have a
team that’s so talented that
probably nobody gets as
much credit as they deserve
for the level of ability that
they have,” Fox said. “I think
he’s a really good point
guard. I think probably be-
cause he’s so good at getting
other guys involved and just
kind of does what he needs
to do to help them win that
you forget how effective he
really is. He also uses having
Anthony Davis behind him
to his advantage and really
gets out and pressures the
ball.

“e one thing I think that
with Kentucky’s team, as
dominant as they are, is they
don’t have great depth, so it’s
important that every guy
plays well and be consistent.
I think Teague has done that.
He’s shot that ball a little bet-
ter and I think continued to
improve that part of his game
and he’s obviously an impor-
tant piece to what they’re
doing.”

Teague eyes bounce back

South Carolina point guard
Bruce Ellington played against
Brandon Knight of Kentucky
last year and has faced other
elite players the last two years.
He thinks Kentucky freshman
Marquis Teague deserves
much more credit for the
Wildcats success than he’s
been given this year.

“Point guard play is real
important, especially on a
great team, because the point
guard has the ball almost all
the time and you have to gen-
erate offense and tell every-
body what to do and be
tough on the court. It’s hard
to have a great team without
a great point guard,” Ellington
said. “The first time I played
against him this year, he really
ran his team well. That’s what

coach Cal (John Calipari) re-
ally wants because I heard
him talking about it. The sec-
ond game, he did the same
thing.”

Ellington says Teague’s de-
fense is way above average.

“I played against Teague
and he is a great defender. He
don’t try to reach or do none
of that. He just tries to stay in
front of you and move his feet
and he’s great at that,” Elling-
ton said. “Everybody looks at
Anthony Davis because he’s
long and athletic and blocks
shots, so I am pretty sure he’s
going to get the credit for the
defense. But Teague is a big,
big part of what makes their
defense so good.”

— By LARRY VAUGHT

Ellington believes Teague’s 
play “important” to Cats


