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Boyle County Recycling
Center appears to be hold-
ing its own during its first
year without materials di-
verted by the city of
Danville's curbside recy-
cling program.

e 2011 report delivered
to Boyle Fiscal Court on
Tuesday by Recycling Cen-
ter and Solid Waste Director
Donna Fechter showed the
county collected about 693
tons and made a net
amount of about $80,000
from the sale of recyclables. 

e amount of materials
is 110 tons less than what
the center collected the pre-
vious year, before curbside
recycling was available in
Danville. Revenue was
$4,000 less than in 2010.
Fechter said she would have
been more than happy with
both numbers if she had
known about them before

the city began its program
and the materials started
going to the recycling center
in Lexington.

e county increased its
revenue from scrap metal
from about $24,000 in 2010
to about $30,000 in 2011.

After reaching a low point
of about $45 per ton in 2009,
prices for recyclables have
been trending upward over
the last two years. e
county made about $128
per ton in actual revenue on

materials in 2011.
Although the prices have

remained strong over the
last two years, Fechter said
prices for recyclable materi-
als are usually cyclical.

"at's just the way it is,"
Fechter said. "ings are rel-
atively good right now, but
you need the ability to store
commodities you know will
make money in the low years
so you are able to market
them when things recover."

Fechter has spearheaded

the education campaign for
the city's curbside program,
producing commercials and
other informational items in
addition to getting the word
out to people in the county
about continued collection
at the convenience centers.

"We're still out there get-
ting people to recycle any
way we can," Fechter said.
"We hope next year can be
even better. All we can to is
try as hard as possible to ed-
ucate the public."

In addition to kicking off
curbside recycling pro-
grams in Junction City and
the Old Bridge and
Riverview Estate subdivi-
sions, Fechter set up two
new initiatives to dispose of
waste that often ended up in
landfills.

A program was started in
2011 to provide free grind-
ing of wood waste for indus-
tries at the Alum Springs
convenience center. Cox In-
teriors of Taylor County pro-
vides the service and
removes the ground wood
products to be used in pow-
ering their own plant.

When asked Tuesday
about the impact of
Fechter's efforts on eco-
nomic development, presi-
dent and CEO of the
Danville-Boyle County Eco-
nomic Development Part-
nership Jody Lassiter said
the wood waste program
was particularly attractive to
many European prospects

that aim to make their
plants as green as possible. 

Fechter said she has been
pleased with the participa-
tion so far and hopes to con-
tinue adding industrial
clients. Several local indus-
tries, including Caterpillar
and Denyo have already
gotten on board with the
program.

Fechter also coordinated
with Griffin Industries of
Meade County to accept
clean, spent cooking oil
from small producers, such
as individual residents and
convenience stores. e oil
is then converted into bio-
diesel fuel.

In other business,
County Clerk Trille Bottom
turned over a check to the
court for about $196,000 in
excess fees from her office
for the past year. Judge-Ex-
ecutive Harold McKinney
praised Bottom and her
staff for running an efficient
office.

By TODD KLEFFMAN

tkleffman@amnews.com

HARRODSBURG — Mer-
cer County Fiscal Court
came down with a case of
new judicial center blues
Tuesday.

With the new facility set
to open April 2, magistrates
scrambled to get security
and maintenance deals in
place before its public
debut.

Sheriff Ernie Kelty, who
is responsible for court-
house security, asked fiscal
court for $24,000 to help his
office pay the salaries and
benefits of a supervising
bailiff and one full-time
bailiff to go along with nine
part-time bailiffs. Kelty is
using $33,000 from the
sheriff ’s budget to
assist in paying the
salaries.

e high number
of bailiffs is needed
to man the new judi-
cial center as re-
quired by the
Adminstrative Of-
fice of the Courts,
Kelty said.

e court balked at
Kelty’s request. Judge-Exec-
utive Milward Dedman said
Garrard County is manning
its new judicial center with
eight part-time bailiffs and
the full-time presence of
Sheriff Ronnie Wardrip.
Magistrates Wayne Jackson

and Ronnie Sims were ap-
pointed to meet with Kelty
on Friday to look closer at
the options for security
staffing.

AOC will reinmburse
part-time court security offi-
cers at $8 an hour, up to 24
hours a week. Anything be-
yond that has to be paid for
by the county.

After his initial proposal
was met with resistance,
Kelty told magistrates that
“the supervisor position is
vital.” He wants long-time
bailiff Hadley McMullin to
oversee security at the judi-
cial center on full-time basis
to schedule staffing and pro-
vide Kelty with information
on any security issues as
they develop.

“My office is going to be
three blocks away,”
the sheriff said.

McMullin said
AOC security require-
ments will require
some flexible staffing
situations. Two
bailiffs are required
to man the front en-
trance and another is

needed to monitor the nine
video cameras, he said. Two
bailiffs are needed for secu-
rity in each courtroom and
there will be days when fam-
ily, district and circuit courts
will all be in session. ere
also has to be a bailiff on
duty any time a judge is in
the judicial center, he said.

Sims said he supports the
idea of one full-time bailiff
to oversee security. A rec-
ommendation on security
staffing will be made at Fis-
cal Court’s March 27 meet-
ing.

Magistrates also had to
come up with a temporary
solution for maintenance on
the judicial center, agreeing
to give the job to Eco-Clean
as a stop-gap measure so
that a maintanance supervi-
sor can be in place as the
contractors who built the fa-
cility finish their work and
prepare to leave.

London-based Eco-
Clean was awarded the jan-
itorial contract to keep the
judicial center clean last
month at a cost of $50,000

per year. e company also
has employees who per-
form maintenance on
plumbing, heating, air con-
ditioning and other systems

in the judicial center. AOC
reccommended Eco-Clean
be hired in the short term
after candidates under con-
sideration by Fiscal Court
failed to pass background
checks.

Dedman said the mainte-
nance contract will pay be-
tween $25,000 and $30,000
annually, plus benefits,
which is reimbursed to the
county by AOC. Nine people
applied for the job and mag-
istrates had their eyes on
hiring a Mercer County resi-
dent from among that
group, but none of the local
candidates survived back-
ground checks, Dedman
said.

“ings in their back-
grounds precluded them
from being accepted by
AOC,” he said.

Eco-Clean will handle
maintenance duties initially,
but Dedman said he hopes a
suitable Mercer County res-
ident will eventually be
found for the job.
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Boyle recycling laregly unaffected by Danville curbside program

Mercer faces staffing, maintenance gaps at new judicial center

Magistrates increase monthly
expense accounts to $200

By TODD KLEFFMAN

tkleffman@amnews.com

HARRODSBURG — Mercer County
Magistrate Larry Peyton screwed up his
political courage Tuesday and requested
a raise.

Saying the economy is down and gas
prices are up, Peyton asked that magis-
trates’ monthly expense accounts be dou-
bled from $100 to $200 to help cover the
rising cost of doing the county’s business.

“It hasn’t been raised in over 25 years,”
Peyton said. “We’re some of the lowest
paid magistrates in the state.”

Magistrates Dennis Holiday and J.B.

Claunch joined Peyton in voting for the
raise, but magistrates Wayne Jackson,
Ronnie Sims and Donnie Webb voted no.
at left Judge-Executive Milward Ded-
man in position to cast the deciding vote.
He didn’t hesitate.

“I vote yes,” Dedman said. “I think it’s
been a long, long time. ey deserve it.”

Mercer magistrates are paid $6,381 per
year, plus benefits. Peyton said magis-
trates in some other counties are paid as
much as $30,000 a year. 

In Boyle County, magistrates earn
$7,160 per year and receive a monthly al-
lowance of $300, which is the maximum
allowed by state statute.

Boyle County recycling: 2010 vs. 2011
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2011
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McMullin

A Bradford pear tree blossoms
on a tree on Maple Avenue in
Danville.
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Springtime
at last


