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became a member of the Grand 
Ole Opry in 1981; Ron Lowry, 
WCHS, 1976, principal cellist 
with the Boston Pops Orches-
tra; performed on national TV 
shows and televised concerts.

Athletics (Extraordinary 
achievements as a high school 
athlete or as a coach in a 
Woodford County school): 
Priscilla Blackford, WCHS, 
1980, basketball player with 
more than 1,000 points, fi rst 
Woodford female to receive 
a full athletic scholarship, 
member of the Morehead State 
Athletic Hall of Fame; Don 
Lane, VHS, 1961, basketball 
player and coach, all-time VHS 
leading scorer, 509 wins coach-
ing Transylvania University, 
member of Kentucky Athletic 
Hall of Fame and NAIA Hall 
of Fame.

Career Achievement 
(Extraordinary achievement 
through exceptional leader-
ship or service): Joe Gormley, 
VHS, 1953, 30 years as public 
school teacher, coach, coun-
selor and principal, including 
18 years as superintendent of 
Woodford County Schools, 
served as Woodford County 
judge-executive; Vic Hellard, 
VHS, executive director of 
the Kentucky Legislative 
Research Commission for 19 
years, annual award given in 
his name, served as Kentucky 
state representative.

Patron (Advanced a Wood-
ford County public school as 
a non-graduate, through lead-
ership or donation of time or 
money): Luther Bland, served 
on the Versailles City Council 
for 33 years, devoted many 
hours of support to WCHS 
and Simmons and Versailles 
elementary schools. Charles 
O. Dawson, WCHS principal 
from 1964 to 1973 and Wood-
ford County Schools assistant 
superintendent for the next 20 
years.

Public Service (Extraor-
dinary achievement in pub-
lic service): Ben Chandler, 
WCHS, 1977, has represented 
Kentucky in the United States 
Congress since 2004, served 
two terms as attorney general 
of Kentucky and one term as 
state auditor; Ernest West, 
VHS, awarded the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor in 1954, 
also received the Purple Heart 
during service in the Korean 
War.

Special recognition for a 
notable team: 1937 Midway 
High School boys’ basketball 
team, Kentucky state cham-

pions.
Legacy Award: Eight stu-

dents who, in 1957, were the 
fi rst African-American gradu-
ates of previously all-white 
high schools in Woodford 
County. During a period of 
turmoil throughout much of 
the United States, these stu-
dents helped guide the county 
through a peaceful transition 
to school integration: Richard 
Beasley, Stella Howard, Helen 
Jackson, Lewis Johnson, Wen-
dell Stepp and William Weaver, 
Versailles High School; Ayé 
A. Aton (formerly Robert 
Underwood) and Alfred Guy, 
Midway High School.

The committee is currently 
seeking contributions to sup-
port the new organization. 
Supporters can mail contribu-
tions to Bob Gibson, Woodford 
County High School, 180 
Frankfort Street, Versailles, 
Ky. 40383. Checks should be 
made out to Woodford County 
Schools, with “Hall of Fame 
donation” in the notation. For 
more information, contact 
Gibson at 879-4630, ext. 3012.
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(an) awareness of the opportu-
nities that they have to provide 
service to their community for 
free,” said Logsdon.

Freeman described her 
involvement with Love on a 
Leash as an opportunity to give 
back. She became a volunteer 
because of a golden retriever 
named Kasey.

“I got drawn to doing it,” 
explained Freeman, “because 
I had this most wonderful dog 
in the world. I was like, I’ve 
got to share her with people.”

She stayed involved by 
getting her now 10-year-old 
golden retriever, Princess, 
certifi ed as a therapy dog.

Her dad started volunteer-
ing with Central Kentucky 
Love on a Leash after he and 
his wife, Carol, adopted But-
tercup, who was abandoned 
along a roadside in Indiana.

Buttercup had been taken to 
a shelter before being placed 
with Golden Retriever Rescue 
and Adoption of Needy Dogs 
(GRRAND).

Lacking the necessary 
social skills to live in a foster 
home, Buttercup spent two 
months in the Rehabilitation 
Excellence Achieved with Ca-
nines and Humans (REACH) 
program at LaGrange Re-
formatory. Prisoners worked 
with Buttercup for two months 
teaching her basic commands 
and helping her develop so-
cially.

“Now,” Freeman told 
WCMS students, “she’s go-
ing out and helping people.

“And because she’s so calm, 
when she goes out on hospital 
visits my dad just sits her on 
the bed and she just lies there.”

Buttercup’s low-key tem-
perament made her a perfect 
match for Clark and his wife, 
Carol, who adopted Buttercup 
a year ago.

“We’re seventy years old, 
and we need one that was 
laid back, and she fi t the bill 
perfectly,” Clark told students.

GRRAND (grrand.org) was 
organized by members of the 
Greater Louisville Retriever 
Club to help fi nd homes for 
displaced golden retrievers. 
Clark and other GRRAND 
volunteers help transport 
displaced golden retrievers to 
their new homes.
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inscribed with Thacker’s 
name and years of service, 
will be dedicated during the 
ceremony.

“It just spoke to us,” said 
Romine, of the bench. “We 
thought, that reminds us of 
Paula and she would like that.

“We think this will be 
pleasing to her family and 
be a comfort to all of us to 
know that we’ve marked her 
memory here and she won’t 
be forgotten,” she added.

The bench honoring 

Thacker’s legacy to students 
was constructed with dona-
tions from local Community 
Trust Bank branches. It will 
face the high school building 
near a fl agpole.

Also during next week’s 
dedication ceremony, the 
fi rst-ever Paula Thacker Edu-
cational Scholarship winner 
will be announced. Each 
year’s recipient will embody 
what Thacker always valued 
in students – someone able to 
overcame obstacles in their 
life to fi nd success.

Thacker, who died last 
Aug. 4, worked as an auditor 
before she began her teaching 
career at Woodford County 
Middle School in 1993. She 
came to WCHS in 1997 and 
was named the high school’s 
“Teacher of the Year” in 
2000.

During an interview with 
The Sun about receiving the 
honor, Thacker talked about 
why she decided to pursue 
a career in the classroom 
when sons Nathan and Aaron 
started school.

“Where would any of us 
be without teachers?” she 
asked.

Raising two sons taught 
her patience and compassion. 
Becoming a teacher gave 
her opportunities to make 
a difference in the lives of 
students.

“If I only help one student 
become a better person and 
achieve success then it’s been 
worth it,” said Thacker.

It’s safe to assume she 
helped many students be-
come better, more successful 
people during her years in the 
classroom.

“Her whole heart was 
in it,” explained Romine. 
“There was not a student 
who didn’t know that. If you 
needed help – you would 
get it.

“There was no lack of time 
or lack of resource or lack of 
anything. She made sure ev-
erything was available that a 
student would need to learn.”

Thacker was an advocate 
for her students. Someone 
who wanted students to 
succeed. Someone who was 
always willing to give her 
time to support a student 
needing extra help.

“Every child was her 
child,” said Romine, tears 

welling up in her eyes.
Thacker was someone 

who genuinely cared about
other teachers and their 
families too.

“People who had met 
Paula and worked with her 
never, never forgot her,” said 
Romine.

WCHS secretary Vicki 
Fish described Thacker as
being “all heart” because she
loved everyone.

“…She was kindness 
personifi ed,” continued Fish, 
“and gave and gave more. 
She is greatly missed by all.”

Thacker was much more 
than a co-worker to Romine 
and others at WCHS.

She was there to welcome 
both of Romine’s children 
into the family. That’s why 
it was so hard when Romine 
and her family were told 
about Thacker’s death.

“When we got the call that 
morning,” recalled Romine, 
“my husband was devastated. 
My kids were devastated.

“She was our family.”
Contributions to the Paula 

Thacker Educational Schol-
arship fund may be made 
by contacting Romine at 
WCHS.

LEGACY
Continued from p. 1

New Lawrenceburg Satellite Office
Now Open

For both well visits and same-day sick appointments

1100 Glensboro Road
Lawrenceburg, Kentucky
(behind Lawrenceburg Physical Th erapy)

With more than 100 
years of combined 

pediatric private practice 
experience, Danville 

Pediatrics and Primary 
Care providers have been 

seeing patients in
central Kentucky

since 1976.
Call 859-236-1080 now for appointments

Most insurances accepted, including all Medicaid
(Coventry Care, Kentucky Spirit, WellCare and Passport)

Larry Scott, M.D.   Jonathan E. Ricker, M.D.   Robert Rettie, M.D.
Kelli G. Whitt, M.D.   Jeremy T. Dickinson, M.D.

Matthew A. Graves, M.D.   Joshua Wiglesworth, M.D.
Shelley Gover, APRN   Angela Buck, APRN

Danville Pediatrics and Primary Care, PLLC, will treat all patients
without regard to disability, race, color, religion, national origin, sex or age.


