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Upcoming Games
3/15-3/24

Baseball
3/15 Collins (A) 6 p.m.
3/19 Scott Co. (H) 5:30 p.m.
3/20 Bryan Station (A) 
        5:30 p.m.
3/23 Bishop Brossart (H) 
        6 p.m.
3/24 Lexington Christian (H)
        11 a.m.

Softball
3/16 at West Jessamine 
       Tourney
3/17 at West Jessamine 
        Tourney
3/20 Madison Central (H)
        6 p.m.
3/22 Lafayette (A) 6 p.m.
3/24 Dunbar (A) 4 p.m.

Track
3/17 Luck O’ the Irish 
        Meet (H) 11:15 a.m. 
3/23 Western Hills Wolverine
         Open 5:15 p.m. 

Tennis
Girls
3/12 Dunbar (H) 4 p.m.
3/15 Henry Clay (H) 4 p.m.
3/19 Franklin Co. (H) 4 p.m.
3/20 Tates Creek (H) 4 p.m.
3/21 Scott County (A) 4 p.m.

Boys
3/12 Dunbar (H) 4 p.m.
3/19 Scott County (A) 4 p.m.
3/22 Tates Creek (A) 4 p.m.

THE WCHS SOFTBALL team is getting set for the 2012 
season with a solid core of returning players, a great 
group of young up-and-coming players, and a brand 
new ball fi eld. Two players the team will count on this 
year will be short stop Catie Fletcher, right, and pitcher 
Rachel McCoy, above. (File photos by Rick Capone)

WCHS softball gets a new start in 2012
BY RICK CAPONE

WOODFORD SUN SPORTS EDITOR

It’s a brand new season for 
the Woodford County High 
School softball team in 2012. 
The  Yellow Jackets have a new 
coach, new goals, a new atti-
tude, a new ball fi eld, and are 
looking for even better results 
than they had last year.

“I’m excited. I’m really 
looking forward to the season,” 
said Melissa Sharpe, a former 
WCHS assistant coach and 
now the new head coach of 
the team. “I think all winter 
long, we had some open hit-
ting sessions and the girls 
were phenomenal there. We 
did a lot of conditioning this 
year and totally changed that 
around. The girls were really 
receptive to that and I think it 
really helped and improved 
their strength and their speed 
and agility. I think it’s helped 
going into tryouts. The fi rst 
two weeks so far have been 
tremendous. I couldn’t have 
asked for better attitudes. They 
are so positive and energetic 
and having fun out there. It 
just seems that we’ve come 
together as a team.”

Last year, under former 
head coach Stephon Brown, 
Woodford finished with a 
14-10-1 overall record, a 6-6 
region record and a 3-3 district 
record. The team ended the 
year with a tough, fi rst-round 
loss to Western Hills in the 41st 

District Tournament.
This year, Sharpe, who was 

an assistant under Brown for 
two years, wants her team to 
be even more successful. 

To start, for her staff, she 
brought back assistant coach 
Valdez Floyd, and also hired 
a new assistant in Taylor 
Wade.

Another new thing Sharpe 
and her team will get to enjoy 
this year is a brand new softball 
fi eld, courtesy of the Parks 
Department, Les Anderson, 
and the many parents and 
other volunteers that have 
helped put it all together over 
the last year.

“The new fi eld is tremen-
dous,” she said. “I think it’s 
helped our girls because they 
fi nally feel like we have a fi eld 
of our own, somewhere to 
play. It’s not like we’re getting 
rushed off of it for the younger 
kids to get on it afterwards. 
They really feel like they have 
ownership and pride in it. … I 
think it’s also good for the play-
ers to see (everyone) coming 
together and working so hard 
for this goal (of the building the 
fi eld) for them. It’s a great way 
to model teamwork for them. 
… I think (it has) motivated 
them too.”

As for her team, Sharpe has 
a solid mix of returning play-
ers and newcomers to build 
around, and it all begins with 
her seniors.

“Our seniors have really 

stepped up doing some great 
leadership activities, and it’s 
nothing I’m asking them to 
do,” she said. “They’re doing 
it on their own, so I couldn’t 
be more proud of them.

“We have a really big ju-
nior class and they’ve come 
on full force. They’re a good 
group and they’re competitive 
and they’re strong and they 
look good. We only have one 
(sophomore) right now, but 
she has come on and looks 
great. And, our freshmen… 
It’s another big class with the 
freshman and they’re talented 

and I think they are challeng-
ing upperclassmen and making 
them work hard. I think it’s just 
been a great dynamic. They all 
get along great. It’s been fun 
coaching them, and seeing, just 
in the last two or three weeks, 
the growth and improvement 
and the willingness and open-
ness as a team, and they’re just 
coming together.”

As for which players will 
step up to be team leaders, 
Sharpe believes the job falls 
on her seniors. 

“Our senior class is truly 
remarkable. They’ve really 

stepped up,” she said. “Catie 
Fletcher, (who just recently 
came to practice after basket-
ball season), looked like she’d 
been playing every day for the 
last two months. You couldn’t 
get a ball past her. She’s been 
great. 

“Darrian (Jamison) has 
been remarkable. As a senior, 
she looks great behind the 
plate. She’s already signed 
(with Newberry College). ... 
She’s very oriented to stepping 
up this season and doing what 
she needs to do as a senior, but 

also keeping that focus on what 
she needs to maintain and work 
on to get her to the next level 
and be successful there. And, 
I think having her signing, the 
underclassman have seen that 
and seen what it takes, and 
they see her hard work and her 
leadership, and that’s inspiring 
a lot of younger ones.” 

Andrea Graham is a senior 
too, and she has stepped up and 

See SOFTBALL, pg. 15

THE WCHS BASEBALL team returns almost its entire 
lineup of starters for the 2012 season, a year in which 
new head coach, Jeff Parrett takes over the helm from 
Jay Lucas, who stepped down after last season.  (File 
photo by Rick Capone)

BY RICK CAPONE

WOODFORD SUN SPORTS EDITOR

WCHS baseball team has new 
coach and high expectations

The Woodford County High 
School baseball team has high 
expectations coming into the 
2012 season.

Returning their entire line-
up from a year ago, minus 
three graduated seniors in 
Jacob Smither, Thomas Bass 
and Jake Horton, the Yellow 
Jackets are looking to improve 
their game and go even farther 
in the post-season than they did 
a year ago.

Of course, last year’s team 
was an outstanding one. They 
fi nished with a 24-10 overall 
record, a 12-6 region record 
and a 6-2 record. In addition, 
they fi nished as the 41st Dis-
trict Tournament runner-up, 
falling to Western Hills in the 
championship game, and they 
made it into the 11th Region 
Tournament, where they lost a 
nail-biter to Madison Central 
in the fi rst round at Whitaker 
Bank Ballpark in Lexington.

This year they begin with 
a new head coach, as 20-year 
head coach Jay Lucas stepped 
down after last season. How-
ever, the team’s new head 
coach is a familiar face to the 
program, as Jeff Parrett, who 
has been an assistant for the last 
eight years, takes over the helm 
of the Yellow Jacket program 
and is looking forward to see-
ing what unfolds.

“There are a lot of chal-
lenges, a lot of responsibili-
ties,” he said. “We have a really 
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2012 Lady Jacket Team Award Winners

THE 2012 LADY JACKET TEAM AWARD WINNERS are, from left, Chelsey 
Ford, Jessica Morgan, Shelby McDonald, Catie Fletcher, Caitlin Ferguson and 
Hannah Worrell. (Photo by Rick Capone)
BY RICK CAPONE

WOODFORD SUN SPORTS EDITOR

On Monday, March 12, in the Woodford County High School cafeteria, the WCHS 
girls’ basketball team held its season-ending banquet in front of family and friends. After 
a meal, head coach Jay Lucas handed out the team’s season-ending awards.

However, even with all the awards that were given out, Lucas believes there is one 
award that will outlive the memories of all in attendance.

“The most important award is up here in front,” he said, pointing to the team’s 41st 
District Tournament trophy.

2012 Award Winners

• Highest Academic Achievement (4.0 GPA or higher): Catie Fletcher and Jessica
   Morgan.
• Rookie of the Year: Caitlin Ferguson.
• Captains’ Award: Catie Fletcher and Hannah Worrell.
• 110% Award: Shelby McDonald.
• Best Defense: Chelsey Ford.
• Team MVP: Catie Fletcher.

good coaching staff. We’ve got 
some good senior leadership. 
And, we’ve got a lot of upper 
classmen – juniors and seniors. 
So, hopefully, all that will make 
it more fun.”

Helping him out are two 
returning assistant coaches 
in Kevin O’Reel and Justin 
Royal, and two new assis-
tants in Mike Wright and Jeff 
Howard. 

“We have two new guys 
this year, Mike Wright and Jeff 
Howard,” he said. “They’re 
both Lexington police of-
fi cers and very dedicated to 
these young men, and very 
knowledgeable about baseball. 
(Also), Kevin O’Reel and 
Justin Royal are coming back. 
(That) takes a lot of pressure 
off me as a coach. I can con-
centrate more on organization 
and positioning and doing that, 
and allow (all of) them to teach 
a lot of the fundamentals and 
mechanics of the game. And, 
we can break up and go to dif-
ferent spots and you don’t have 
to worry about it. You know 
everybody is getting good 
quality instruction.”

As to what Parrett’s outlook 
is for this season, he believes 
he has the talent, maturity and 
experience to have a very suc-
cessful year, and for the team 
to achieve all of its goals. 

“We’re going to be more 
mature. We’re going to be 
stronger and more experi-
enced. So, those things are 
certainly going to add to the 
team,” he said. 

“I believe those (winning 
district and region) are goals 
for every season,” he contin-
ued. “I believe that if we work 
together as a team, and if we 
keep improving throughout the 
season, it’ll be successful no 
matter what happens.”

As for team leadership this 
year, Parrett believes the team 
has some strong seniors who 
will fi ll that role very well.

“I think Chris Ares, John 
Clay Curtis and Zach Hacker 
have done a wonderful job 
being team leaders, and be-
ing verbal about it,” he said. 
“You know, all of those senior 
guys have that ability and that 
capability. Corey Couch has 
done a heck of a job, as has 
Steele Rouse. They’ve (all) 
been stepping up and it will 
be good.”

As for the team positions, 
it all begins with pitching, 
and the Yellow Jackets are 
loaded.

To start, they return two of 
their top aces in juniors Clinton 
Hollon, who can consistently 
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Price per axle. SVT/Shelby/Performance and Super Duty vehicles higher. 

Tax and supplies extra. Expires: 3/31/12

ABS Light Diagnosis

Special $49.95
Have our Certifi ed Technicians properly

test your vehicle for a great price!!!

Includes testing ABS for codes and performing on pinpoint test.
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Off er valid with coupon. Expires: 3/31/12
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Retail purchases only. Up to fi ve quarts of Motorcraft® oil 
and Motorocraft oil fi lter. Taxes, diesel vehicles, and disposal 

fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. Rebate must be 
submitted by 4/30/12. Off er valid between 2/1/12 and 

3/31/12. See Quick Lane Manager for vehicle exclusions and 
rebate details. Off er valid with coupon. Expires: 3/31/12
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CLINTON HOLLON  is just one of the talented pitchers 
back for the Yellow Jackets this season. Hollon pitched 
a no-hitter last year against Nelson County at Whitaker 
Bank Ballpark. (File photo by Rick Capone)


