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War inevitable?
Editor, The Sun:

War with Iran appears to be on an inevi-
table trajectory. All the Republican candidates 
seem to be trying to outdo their opponents in 
bellicosity towards Iran. War would appear 
to be a certainty with a Republican victory 
in November. Even President Obama has 
toughened his rhetoric and sanctions, all the 
while cautioning against “loose talk” of war 
by his political opponents. Yet his bottom line 
drawn in the sand is, like the Republicans’, Iran 
will give up “the Bomb” or it will mean war.

The rumor after Israel’s prime minister’s 
recent visit is that Israel was promised the two 
things they need to complete a successful air 
strike – tanker planes for re-fueling jets and 
bunker busting bombs – if they agreed to hold 
off an attack until after the election this fall. 
Iran would be foolish to underestimate the 
power of Israeli and/or United States’ militar-
ies’ unleashed; yet there is much uncertainty 
that an attack could prevent the outcome for 
which it was launched.

Mark Twain once said he would right away 
change the name of the Department of Defense 
back to its original name, The War Department. 
Of course in these days of initialed govern-
mental agencies, W.D. just doesn’t roll off the 
tongue like the D.O.D. I would suggest adding 
a M., thus having the W.M.D., appropriate in 
the sense we are the only nation to have used 

W.M.D.s on a large scale; or it could stand for 
War Most Days since World War II.

Lincoln warned of the growing power of the 
military procurement companies, Eisenhower 
of the dangers of the “Military Industrial Com-
plex”; yet like the weather, all people do is talk 
about it and never get around to doing anything 
about it. The militarism of our country may 
well be as intractable to intentional change 
as the weather. Despite Congressman Paul’s 
assertion that change in a big way is coming 
to the military because we are broke, and bor-
rowing 40 cents from China for every dollar 
spent is not sustainable, fails to consider that 
grandma will lose her Medicare far quicker 
than the Pentagon will lose the next genera-
tion fi ghter jet.

Wars are inevitable only if the people allow 
themselves to be pushed into war by the jingoist 
beating of drums like the Bush administration 
did in the run up to the Iraq War with talk of 
the “mushroom cloud” threat posed by Sad-
dam Hussein. Despite the Bush Doctrine of 
“pre-emptive war” we are not and should not 
remain a fi rst strike country. While freedom 
may have to be defended at times with war, we 
should not be party to the contradictory idea 
of pre-emptive wars to keep peace. 

Pre-emptive war just doesn’t pass the smell 
test and is not the American Way; we should 
not allow it.

L. Wayne Scott
Frankfort

From Our Files
10 Years Ago
March 14, 2002

The WCHS Lady Jackets 
advanced to the state bas-
ketball tourney with a 55-52 
victory in overtime against 
Madison Central last week-
end. It was the third regional 
championship in the school’s 
history.

The WCMS academic 
team took fourth place in  
quick recall in the state Gov-
ernor’s Cup competition in 
Louisville Monday.

The Simmons Elementary 
School academic team won 
the 57th District Gover-
nor’s Cup trophy earlier this 
month.

Dr. William B. Drake 
Jr. will begin his tenure as 
Midway College’s eighth 
president tomorrow.

Woodford Fiscal Court 
has denied a request to re-
zone the Backer property 
on Lexington Road from 
agricultural to planned unit 
development to create 500 
lots. Following a 4-4 tie vote, 
County Judge-Executive Joe 
Gormley voted against the 
change.

The WCHS boys’ varsity 
cheerleaders captured the 
championship trophy in state 
competition Saturday, for 
the fi rst time in the school’s 
history.

April 20 has been set for 
the grand opening ceremony 
at the Falling Springs Arts 
and Recreation Center. The 
center’s theater will open on 
April 18 with a production of 
The Sound of Music.

25 Years Ago 
March 19, 1987 

Ground was broken Mon-
day for the county’s new 
football and soccer stadium 
at the county park. 

The Woodford County 
High School Lady Jackets 
were ousted from the 11th 
Region Tournament by Lex-
ington Henry Clay, 52-33, 
ending a 17-9 season. The 
Yellow Jacket boys’ team was 
eliminated in the regionals 
by Madison Central, 53-50, 
closing a 9-18 season. 

State Rep. Joe Barrows of 
Versailles has been named to 
the Justice, Public Safety and 
Consumer Affairs Committee 
of the Southern Legislative 
Conference. 

Woodford County native 
William S. Buckner has been 
promoted to assistant cus-
tomer service superintendent 
by the Kentucky-American 
Water Co., Lexington. 

Woodford Countians who 
received degrees from East-
ern Kentucky University at 
the end of the fall semester 
were Michael A. Bolcas, 
Vernell S. Devine (master’s), 
Janet R. Franklin, David S. 
Goode, Leonard Greathouse, 
Rita K. Hartley, Darlene V. 
Hollis, and Mark H. Smith. 

Nancy Clark and Mar-
garet Lamonica, University 
of Kentucky students from 
Versailles, have been initi-
ated into Delta Delta Delta 
sorority. 

Yolanda Jackson of Ver-

sailles was honored at Ken-
tucky State University’s an-
nual engineering conference 
banquet. 

40 Years Ago 
March 23, 1972 

Winners of first place 
medals in the Buckley Hills 
Audubon Society conserva-
tion contest were Randy 
Purvis, Jeanne Reeves, Marla 
Collins, Jo Anna Hall, Laura 
Lee Cundiff, Cathi Cundiff, 
and Kerry Markwell. Second 
prizes went to Hazel Turn-
er, Debra Dawson, Wendy 
Combs, Allen Risk, Marcus 
Barnett, Barry Brock, Russell 
Blair, and Stanley Surratt. 

Maurice Denton, formerly 
of Versailles, has joined the 
staff of the Federal Land 
Bank of Louisville as an 
administrative assistant. 

Jim Roach is at home in 
Midway on his spring break 
from Duke University. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Allan 
Clark will reopen their Park-
way Golf Course on April 1 
for the season. 

Pfc. James N. Holland has 
been at home on a 14-day 
leave and has returned to Binh 
Thuy, Vietnam. 

Area 4-H achievement 
award winners last week were 
Kimberly Terry, knitting and 
clothing; Alice Ethington, 
horse and pony; Gary Tilgh-
man, garden; Scott Dawson, 
electricity; Darryl Terry, 
home furnishing; Jennelle 
Smart, beef, and Vickie Flora, 
girls’ citizenship. 

his living with a God-given 
talent. He also discussed his 
evolution as a silhouette artist.

“Silhouettes have been 
around for three-hundred years 
and it’s one art form that has 
never, ever changed,” he says. 
“The process has not changed.”

Arnold – like silhouette art-
ists before him – uses ordinary 
scissors and black paper to cre-
ate his timeless art. It takes him 
about fi ve minutes to capture 
“the essence of the person” by 
copying what he sees.

“The thing that’s tricky 
about it,” explains Arnold, “is 
the fact that it’s done freehand. 
There’s no drawing. You just 
cut.”

Arnold remembers being 
more interested in painting and 
drawing while growing up in 
Hamilton, Ohio. He wanted to 
become a world-class painter.

When his mother, Garnett 
Marie Arnold, a well-known 
silhouette artist in the Cin-
cinnati area, asked him if he 
wanted to learn her craft to earn 
some extra money, he resisted. 
She didn’t give up.

“So I tried it – thinking it 
was going to be really easy – 
and I was sorely mistaken,” 
remembers Arnold, “because it 
was not easy. It was very hard.”

He likened his transition 
from being a painter to be-
coming a silhouette artist to a 
pianist learning to play violin. 
The musical notes were the 
same, but the instruments are 
completely different.

“It’s a process of reverse. 
You take away from a surface 
instead of adding to it,” ex-
plains Arnold.

“Silhouettes (are) just like 
sculpting,” he adds. “It’s a 
two-dimensional form of 
sculpture.”

Once he embraced this 
form of artistic expression, 
Arnold worked to become an 
accomplished silhouette artist.

He learned how to do an 
embellished silhouette style 
from his mother. So his artwork 
has interior detail.

His silhouettes’ inside 
cuts show hairlines and tiny 
features in a person’s clothing.

“That’s one of the reasons 
that people like my work,” 
explains Arnold, “is because 
there’s a lot more detail, and 
I really am careful to do a 
likeness.”

Arnold says he became a 
full-time silhouette artist in 
1986 after spending 16 years 
earning his living in retail 
advertising. He now travels 
across the country with his 
wife, Tina, doing events at 
specialty shops, department 
stores, toy stores, furniture 
stores and other locales in 26 
states.

They drive about 35,000 
miles a year – most recently, 
traveling more than 1,200 
miles from their rural home in 
Lebanon, Tenn., to Colorado.

Arnold says doing a de-
partment store event in India-
napolis led to a private tour of 
the White House and an op-
portunity to do silhouettes of 
President George H.W. Bush’s 
grandchildren, a birthday pres-
ent for Barbara Bush.

“They loved them,” says 
Arnold, 63.

He also did a paper-cutting 
of a rose for Mrs. Bush, which 
he was told was hung in their 
home in Kennebunkport, 
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Maine.
About 65 to 70 percent of 

Arnold’s silhouettes depict 
children. He also does like-
nesses of family pets, most 
notably dogs.

Arnold will typically do 
silhouettes depicting 100 
dogs of all shapes, sizes and 
breeds over a few days during 
an event at “The Dog Dish” in 
Tulsa, Okla.

Arnold, who once did an 
event at Raintree Gallery & 
Framing in Woodford County, 
has also created silhouettes 
during events at historic places 
like the Statehouse Museum in 
Columbus, Ohio, and Bondet 
Bullock House on the campus 
of Transylvania University.

His silhouettes can now be 
seen all over the world.

“The image itself, I think, is 
the reason they’re so popular,” 
says Arnold. “…it’s just the 
essence of the person.”

When done properly, he 
continues, a silhouette looks 
like the person.

“It’s a form of portraiture 
that’s just very sentimental. 
They really become a treasured 
keepsake in a person’s home,” 
says Arnold, who has five 
children and 11 grandchildren.

For an appointment with 
Arnold to do a silhouette at the 
Jack Jouett House historic site, 
call 873-7902. Two silhouettes 
(a facing pair) of one person are 
$40. He will also do silhouettes 
of dogs during the event.

Meador says he’s hopeful 
the upcoming event brings at-
tention and fi rst-time visitors to 
the historic site at 255 Craigs 
Creek Road. Tours will be also 
offered of the Jouett House 
so visitors can see Arnold’s 
silhouette of Capt. Jack.

commission refused to hear 
an objection from an attorney 
representing the applicant 
(LRS Properties, LLC: Ken 
Law, Rick Roberts and Harold 
Steele).

Bruce Simpson did submit 
his objection related to placing 
conditions on a zone change in 
writing. He was not, however, 
allowed to make his argument 
before the commission made 
its decision.

His written comments will 
not be forwarded to Versailles 
City Council as a part of 
the public hearing’s offi cial 
record.

The commission delayed 
taking action last month after a 
motion by Traugott to recom-
mend approval failed by a two 
to six vote.

Zone-change requests
The commission waived 

its bylaws in order to take 
immediate action on requests 
to rezone 133.838 acres at 
510 Sellers Mill Road from 
A-1 and A-2 (agricultural) to 
A-4 (small community), and 
4.971 acres at 520 Sellers Mill 
Road from rural residential 
and residual farmland to A-4.

The rezoning will allow 
Donald and Clara Fougere to 
convey residential lots to their 
children through in-family 
conveyances in the small com-
munity of Mortonsville.

Attorney Bill Moore, rep-
resenting the applicants, 
described the request as “a 
do-over.”

In 2001, the Fougeres ap-
plied to rezone 4.971 acres at 
520 Sellers Mill Road in order 
to create a fi ve-acre lot. The lot 
was sold to Frank and Tracy 
Sanders after the Woodford 
Fiscal Court approved the 
zone change.

Both property owners ap-
plied to have their properties 
at 510 and 520 Sellers Mill 
Road rezoned to A-4.

P&Z’s recommendation 
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to approve the zone-change 
request goes to Woodford 
Fiscal Court for fi nal action.

Nisshin Automotive
The commission unani-

mously approved an amended 
fi nal development plan for 
Nisshin Automotive Tubing at 
107 Fieldview Drive. The ap-
proval allows the manufactur-
er to move forward with a 700 
square-foot pre-engineered 
addition for storage.

Budget 
recommendation

The commission approved 
a proposed budget for next 
fi scal year.

The budget, as recom-
mended by the P&Z budget 
committee, includes a 3 per-
cent cost-of-living raise for 
employees.

“If there was no raise this 
year,” explained committee 
Chair Chad Wells, “then this 
would’ve been the fourth 
year that staff would not have 
received a raise.” He said a 
fl at pay increase of $2,500 
is recommended for GIS 
coordinator Kenneth Johns 
in order to a pay him at a rate 
similar to what he received 
at his previous job with the 
Lexington-Fayette Urban 
County Government.

While the planning offi ce 
has seen its income from 
permits and zone-change ap-
plications decrease in recent
years, Wells said he’s hopeful 
an economic turnaround will
increase revenue.

In his comments on the pro-
posed pay raises for staff, Wolf 
lauded the efforts of Planning 
Director Pattie Wilson and her 
administrative assistant, Pam 
Conley, in helping put together 
an updated Comprehensive 
Plan during this fi scal year. 
He said the city and county
governments were saved 
thousands of dollars because
of their work.

The proposed budget goes 
to Woodford Fiscal Court and 
the cities of Midway and Ver-
sailles for action. They may 
or may not fund the budget 
as requested.

The budget proposes fund-
ing contributions of $114,068
from the City of Versailles 
and Woodford County, and 
$28,518 from the City of 
Midway.

This fi scal year, Woodford 
County contributed $117,895, 
while Versailles allocated 
$95,000 and Midway pro-
vided $24,194 to the Planning
Commission, which had a 
total operating budget of over 
$400,000.

BY BOB VLACH
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Students at Woodford Coun-
ty High School were challenged 
to look out for each other and 
become stronger people during 
this year’s Women and Men 
of Woodford conferences on 
March 6.

WCHS assistant Principal 
Jennifer Forgy says she started 
a Women of Woodford Confer-
ence in 2010 to inform female 
students about what they need 
to know to become successful 
in life.

What they learn on a morn-
ing in March each year has noth-
ing to do with a schoolbook, 
according to Forgy.

The annual conference was 
expanded to include the Men 
of Woodford in 2011 with the 
support of WCHS Principal 
Rob Akers.

This year’s keynote speakers 
from Refuge for Women talked 
to students at WCHS about how 
the media exploit women. This 
information coming from real 
people makes students more 
aware of how people prey on 

Challenging students at WCHS 
to become stronger people

their minds with images that 
are not okay, Forgy says.

“We want people to respect 
you for … who you are,” she 
tells students.

Ked Frank, the executive 
director of Refuge for Women, 
says he speaks at schools to 
inform male teens about the 
dangers of supporting indus-
tries like pornography, which 
exploit women and ruin lives.

“Our slogan is ‘We believe 
in Women,’” says Frank.

“Women have value … It 
really is a message of women 
need to be respected. Women 
need to be honored, and they’re 
not sexual objects.”

WCHS students at this 
year’s conference sat in class-
rooms listening to adults from 
their community talk about 
careers as well as the impor-
tance of healthy lifestyles and 
relationships.

M. E. Kobes, assistant direc-
tor of the Bluegrass Prevention 
Center, talked about overcom-
ing ups and downs in her life.

She refl ected on being told 
she was not going to graduate 
from college because of poor 

grades.
After being diagnosed with 

a learning disability, Kobes 
became determined to prove her 
college counselor wrong. She 
eventually made the dean’s list.

“I had to study two times 
harder than somebody like 
you might have to, but I did it,” 
says Kobes, who also earned a 
master’s degree in counseling.

She later talked to female 
students about losing her 
daughter after giving birth.

“Burying your child is prob-
ably one of the worst things 
you have to go through,” says 
Kobes. “It’s a terrible struggle. 
But I’m two years out from it, 
and I have had a baby since 
then – a little boy.”

Her two college degrees 
hang in her child’s room, which 
she describes as her accom-
plishment room.

Students later shared their 
“biggest stressors in life” with 
Kobes.

One student talked about 
the expectations to do well in 
school. Others acknowledged 
the pressures of trying to fi t in.

Tips for home 
energy savings

(ARA) - Homeowners ex-
pect to get a bill from their 
utility company each month, but 
opening one for a particularly 
expensive month can be a real 
shocker. Consider these home 
improvement solutions to take a 
huge bite out of your energy bill:

Tip 1: Assess the roof
A radiant barrier, such as 

Enerfl ex, reduces heat transfer 
between your roof and the 
attic fl oor where insulation is 
typically installed. Enerfl ex can 
refl ect up to 96 percent of the 
radiant heat energy from the sun 
back through your roof, making 
your attic space, and therefore 
home, cooler.

Tip 2: Look for leaks
There are various ways to 

check for window and door 
leaks, from holding a candle 
fl ame near the crack and gaug-

ing how much the fl ame moves 
to sliding a piece of paper 
through the opening to see if it 
catches or tears. If you fi nd a 
leak, the easiest solution is to 
add weather-stripping around 
doors and to caulk windows.

Tip 3: Swap the bulbs
Consider this: homes that 

use Energy Star-qualifi ed light 
bulbs use about 75 percent less 
energy than traditional incan-
descent bulbs and they last at 
least six times longer.


