
TheThe CountyCounty NewsNews
GallatinGallatin

Established 1880
An Independent Weekly Newspaper

Member Kentucky Press Association
Winner, KPA General Excellence Award

Charles G. Warnick, Publisher 1975-1984

Denny Kelley-Warnick, Publisher

Kelley Warnick, Editor

Clay Warnick, Advertising Director

Terry Combs-Caldwell, Office Manager
Bobbie Hendrix, Assistant Manager

Mark Gray, Sports Reporter

Edie Bain. News Reporter
Subscription rates: In Gallatin and surrounding counties, $26 per year;
Elsewhere in Kentucky, $28 per year; Out-of-State, $30 per year; Senior
Citizens receive 10% off; Student rate, $19 per year (nine months).
 Telephone (859) 567-5051 • Fax: (859) 567-6397 • Email: galnews@eos.net

Page 2 - Wednesday, April 25, 2012 - The Gallatin County News, Warsaw, Ky.

Scenic Gallatin County

Kentucky Commentary

Subscription rates: In Gallatin and surrounding counties, $26 per year; Elsewhere in 
Kentucky, $28 per year; Out-of-State, $30 per year; Senior Citizens receive 10% off; 
Student rate, $19 per year (nine months). Website: www.thegallatincountynews.com
Telephone: (859) 567-5051 • Fax: (859) 567-6397 • Email: galnews@zoomtown.com

 No government has taxed its way to prosperity
 April 9 was Tax Freedom Day 

in the Bluegrass State – the day 
Kentuckians fi nally earned enough 
to pay off this year’s tax burden 
and quit greasing the palms of the 
Nanny State. 

That means we worked 99 days 
– from January 1 through April 9 
– to satisfy the demands of Wash-
ington, Frankfort and City Hall 
before we had fully paid the tax 
man.  

Many economic amateurs who 
determine tax policy in govern-
ment’s hallowed halls think we 
should do even more before es-
caping the burden of government 
redistribution.

I don’t doubt the good inten-
tions. Billionaire Warren Buffet 
genuinely believes that higher tax 
rates on Americans will eliminate 
debt and control defi cits. And if he 
wishes to donate more, he’s free to 
“send a check” to Uncle Sam, as 
Kentucky Senator Mitch McCon-
nell recently said.

While I don’t question the mo-
tives of those who support higher 
taxes, I do doubt their grasp of his-
tory and current events. 

Socialist leaders in Europe 
have, for years, tightened tax-
payers’ chains rather than make 
serious attempts to shrink their 
bloated bureaucracies or confront 
ever-expanding defi cits.

Greece plunged into economic 
insolvency even as public man-
agers submitted $38,000 bills for 
offi ce curtains and while one in 
fi ve workers was employed by the 
government bureaucracy. 

A local press investigation found 
the bureaucracy had careened out 
of control and some government 
workers don’t even show up for 
work because there aren’t enough 
places for all of them to sit. 

The Cato Institute’s Daniel 

Mitchell, a tax-reform expert, writes 
that European nations “have been 
raising taxes for decades while al-
most always arguing that higher tax-
es were necessary to balance budgets 
and control red ink. Yet that obvious-
ly hasn’t worked.”

Look no further than the massive 
strikes and riots in Europe’s streets to 
confi rm Mitchell’s conclusion. 

Closer to home, Illinois provides 
a striking example of what happens 
when politicians try to tax a state out 
of its fi scal problems. 

Just last year, Illinois politicians 
hiked the state’s corporate income 
tax by a whopping 46 percent and 
the individual income tax by an 
even-larger 67 percent. The stated 
goal was accompanied by pie-in-the-
sky rhetoric: restore Illinois’’s fi scal 
footing and pump up the state’s credit 
rating by seizing even more of tax-
payers’ productive income. 

Instead, they got even more spend-
ing, lofty defi cits and a downgrade in 
Illinois state debt to the lowest among 
the 50 states.

The aftershocks of this economic 
earthquake have resulted in an exo-
dus of businesses and jobs. The tax 
policy spooked some well-known 
companies like Mitsubishi and US 
Cellular so badly that they are con-
sidering leaving the state altogether.  

That’s a preview of what could 
happen in Kentucky if some – under 
the guise of “tax reform” – get their 
way. 

Members of the Beshear admin-
istration’s current tax-reform task 
force would do well to remember 
Winston Churchill’s contention that 
“for a nation to try to tax itself into 
prosperity is like a man standing in 
a bucket and trying to lift himself up 
by the handle.”

Considering no government has 
ever taxed its way to prosperity, 
here’s  a better recommendation: al-
low citizens to begin working for 
themselves sooner rather than work-
ing for government longer.

Jim Waters is a director at the 
Bluegrass Institute, Kentucky’s 

free-market think tank
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 Dancing on water
A fl ock on Great Egrets spent last Tuesday morning eating and resting up in a shallow part 

of the Ohio River near the Sunset Grill. Th e big Egrets are not oft en seen here but occasionally 
drop in on their migration fl ights. Photo by Kelley Warnick

The Gallatin County News

USPS 213-160.  Published each week except New Year's week at
211 Third Street, Warsaw, Kentucky  41095 by the  Gallatin County
News, Inc.  Telephone {859} 567-5051.  Periodicals Postage paid at
Warsaw, Kentucky 41095. Standard mail enclosed. Postmaster:
Send address  changes to: The Gallatin County News. P.O. Box 435,
Warsaw, Kentucky 41095

© 2008
[USPS 213-160]

211 Third Street, P.O. Box 435
Warsaw, Kentucky  41095

©2012

We welcome
your letters!

Mail them to:
Gallatin County News

P.O. Box 435, Warsaw, KY 41095
Or email them to: 

galnews@zoomtown.com

Jim Margulies, The Record, Hackensack, N.J.

“The days are long but the years are short,” 
is the common wisdom in our culture. As time 
speeds by, it’s interesting to take note of the 
many things, once crucial in our lives, that 
have drifted away. Here are a few about to dis-
appear.

•U.S. Post Offi ce
They are pricing themselves out of exis-

tence. With email, and online services they are 
a relic of the past.

•Yellow Pages
Replaced by Internet search engines.
•Movie Rental Stores
While Netfl ix is looking up at the moment; 

Blockbuster keeps closing store locations by 
the hundreds. Countless small video chains 
and mom-and-pop stores have given up the 
ghost already.

•Dial-up Internet Access
Too darn slow!
•Phone Landlines
At the end of 2007, nearly one in six homes 

were cell-only and, of those homes that had 
landlines, one in eight only received calls on 
their cells.

•VCRs
For the better part of three decades, the VCR 

was a best-seller and staple in every American 
household until being completely decimated 
by the DVD, and now the Digital Video Re-
corder (DVR).

•Ham Radio
The number of people holding active ham 

radio licenses has dropped by 50,000.
•The Swimming Hole
Thanks to our litigious society, swimming 

holes are becoming a thing of the past. As in-
juries occur and lawsuits follow, expect more 
swimming holes to post ‘Keep out!’ signs.

•Answering Machines
The increasing disappearance of answering 

machines is directly tied to the decline of lan-
dlines.

•Cameras That Use Film
It doesn’t require a statistician to prove 

the rapid disappearance of the fi lm camera in 
America.

•Incandescent Bulbs
The new energy bill plans to phase out in-

candescent bulbs in the next eight years. Buy 
them while you still can.

•Stand-Alone Bowling Alleys
Today most new bowling alleys are part of 

facilities for all types or recreation including 
laser tag, go-karts, bumper cars, video game 
arcades, climbing walls and glow miniature 
golf.

•Hand-Written Letters
With over 183 billion e-mails sent each day 

in 2006,and half a trillion test messages sent in 
2004, where is there room for the hand written 
letter?

•Personal Checks
On a bill-by-bill basis, checks account for 

only 49 percent of consumers’ recurring bill 
payments (down from 72% in 2001 and 60% 
in 2003).

•Mumps & Measles
These once terrible diseases are disappear-

ing from the United States. In 2005, only 66 
cases were recorded.

Things headed for
extinction in America


