
to
m

U.'-- - True to his charge he comes, the Herald of a noisy world; News from all nations, lumVring at his bach:'

, Editoa LEXINGTON, SATURDAY, JAN. 1, 1836. m No. 52. 'Vol; 50.
Deo. 29, 1835.

KENTUCKY LEGISLATURE.
The Legis,laturemel yesterday.
In theiSenate, Wsi. B. Blackburn, Esq.,

Tf Woodford, was elected Speaker. J. Stone- -

street, Clerk, and.,B?Il. Pollard, Assistant
Clerk, were both

For Sergeant-at-Arms- , John BuforU', 17;
1VI. Davidson,1 13. L. Batchelor was sleeted
Doorkeeper.

In the House of Representatives, John L.
Helm, Esq., of Hardin County, Was elected
"Speaker, en the first ballot. For Helm, 51;
Chas. A. VVicklifle, 40. For Clerk, Thomas
D. Helm, 71, Samuel Tevis, 22. Joseph
Gray as Sergeant-at-Arm- s, and W. B. Hole-ma- n

as- Doorkeeper, were both
At 15 minutes past 12 o'clock, the Lieu-

tenant arid' Acting Governor communicated
to both Houses, the following

MESSAGE:
Fellow Citizens of the Senate.

and House of Representatives:
In calling you together a sew days sooner

than the period fixed by law for your annual
meeting, 1 was impelled by a desire to pre-
vent the loss which would result to the com-
monwealth and to the stockholders by the
termination of the corporate powers and pri-
vileges of the first Bank of Kentucky. Those
powers and privileges, except for your in-

terposition, will cease by lapse of timeiTftfif
the thirty-firs- t of the present month;"' and'
should such an event happen,ju'st doubts are

. entertained "whether they could be revived
by an act of legislation, so ajtt.0 enable the
Bank to collect the large amount of debt still
due to it. The interestof the statein that insti-
tution, amounts to about thirty-fiv-e thousand
dollars that of individuals to a much greater
sum; and considering the amouflt and impor-
tance of those interests, it was supposed that
no difference of opinion wopld exist as to the
.propriety of continuing its functions, uch a
reasonable length of time, as would afford an
opportunity for the closing of its concerns
without sacrifice to the stockholders.

Is theNtim'eTcy legislative action should be
too limited for.the maturity of a plan neces-
sary for that purpose, I would recommend a
resort to a temporary law, to expire during
the session, at a period sufficiently protracted;"
to enable you to adjust the details of some
final measure, with such caution and delib-
eration aswllKadapt it satisfactorily to the
legislative will and judgment.

Before 1 proceed to solicit your attention
lo the topics which will be presented to vou
in .this communication, 1 avail myself of the
occasion to congratulate you on the unexam
pled prosperity of the commonwealth, and to
express in the most solemn manner, in the
name of the people of Kentucky, our thank-
ful acknowledgments to the Soverign Ruler
of the Universe, forfbe bountiful dispensa-
tions of His providence and care. With the
exception ofthose occngMtial vUitationsofthnt
relentless epidemic, which sweeps, like a pes-iilenc- e,

whole communities before it, the
general health of the country has been good.
Favored with a soil and climate, adapted to
almost every variety of production, our fel-

low citizens hsve sound during the past year,
ample rewards for all the proceeds of their
labor; and so strong arc the encouragements
offered to successful industry, in tliLdaily in- -

creasing facilities of commercial intercourse,
andthe high4prices realized for our exports
in the neigliboring rrjarkeis, that a generous
ambition every wnere prevails to enter the
lists of competition with our sister states, in

those great enterprises which are calculated

kets, to strengthen the ties of the Union, and
to advance the wealth, the happiness, the
glory of common country. You are not
unaware, that at this peculiar crisis, the eyes
of our constituents are directed, anxi- -

is
and

confidenceis
legislature,

of a general of Improve
ment, the result no less of an
public spirit, of just and enlargfed
of the wants and interests the fEuip'

cordial with which it
received by the furnishes the gratify-
ing of'their cheerful concurrence
in every measure which proposes the
dizement of the commonwealth and the wel
fare of citizens. The po -

sition and the resources
of Kentucky, seemetlto to her politi
cians and statesmen no for timidity j

or indifference in the great businesSfof im
her Is the ex-

portation of surplus products was neces--i

sary to our prosperity as every,
of the-- state was with

natural of communication it could
remain problem whether the peo- -

ple would require of their lawgivers to cre-
ate facilities which nature had to
them. within own borders, were
to be sound in profuse abundance, the ele- -

'ments of individual and politicial
jam. uiuy were 10 oe ueveiopeu!Ild expanded. An interior state, surrounded

by active and communities, them
selves engaged in the construction, of great
commercial highways, we also required arti-
ficial outlets to market and facilities of inter-
communication, is we would compete success-
fully our neighbors.

The work of improvement has been commenced
under the most favorable auspices, and I offer you
my on the prospects that are now
opened upon us. In surveying the consequences
io rusuu irom me prosecution oi me system, tne
first consideration that presents is, that an
identity of interest and of feeling will not sail to

from the connexion of the various parts of
the state with each other, Vhen a general diffusion
of the means of social and commercial intercourse
shall have taken place. To promote that identity
of interest and feeling, is one of the first of our
political duties. It cannot be doubted that those

of local interest which have been witness-
ed for years in our state legislation, have had the

Lgffect to foster sectional jealousies and prejudices
untriemllv to the gener.il welfare. The energies
of a " state are never more successfully exerted,
than vhentlie are propelled by the concentrated
force of public opinion to the attainment of some
great design. It is therefore of the utmost conse-
quence, that a spirit of union, of harmony .and con-
ciliation should be cherished among our fellow-citizen- s

and characteiize our legislative councils; and
to accomplish that object is more effica
cious than a liberal policv which, bv harmonizing
the interests ot the several parts, will to
the welfare of ihe whole. Another peculiar merit
of a general plan of improvement is, that it in
cludes within the range of its benefits every sec-
tion of our territory. The near the

the remote all are alike embraced; and still an
other is, that it tends to equalize the condition of
the people by creating common avenues to enter-priz- e

and adventure and by a fiee dissemination
of commercial advantages, whereby the of
the country are rendered available to all.

Considerations like these would seem to be suf
ficient of themselves to recommend it, is any re
commendation were necessary, to the continued
confidence and support of an enlightened communi-
ty. But are not all. Abundant as are the re-

sources of Kentucky, we her agri-
cultural or mineral wealth, her commerce or her
manufactures, and however high may be hor claims
to present prosperity, the action of the systom of
Internal Improvement upon her interest
will contribute to their speedy maturity and.almost
indefinite expansion, while in those portions of
the is whore popula
lion is sparse, where commercial facilities are
rare, nnd whore accordingly sew inducements exit
'more thin ordinary industry and enterprize, the
f mmenceiuent iif a new era will be recognized,
the imp nee of which will be felt in the develop-
ment of 'heir slumbering and resources; in
the vigorous impulse that will be given in industri-
ous pursuits, and in the necessar tendency ofthose
puisuits to the multiplication of the conveniences
of lfe, and the acquisition of wealth. The salu-

tary operations of the system have already been
exemplified, where er the benefits of good roads
have been exten led, iv the enlargement of trade,
the vast increase and celerity of transportation and
travel, enhanced value of real estate, and a cor-

responding accession to the public revenue. These
facts, when we consider how very partially those
benefits have beon thus far diffused, owing to the
limited extent to which improvements hive been
carried, will serve to animate ourzeil, and stre igili-e- n

our confidence in the entire success and univer-
sal acceotnnce of the while the slio-hlcs-

'reference to what remains to be done, vrill

,us all, that a wide and field of public use- -

fulness lies open before us
The charters of the turnpike companies

contain no provisions requiring the progress
of the works "to be reported to this depart- -

mg the most ot them, oeveral important!
roads, however, have during the year been
put under contract, and the of im-

provement has been steadily progressive,
I he road from the city of Louisville to Bards

Internal in the respective
counties, have been aciiveh engaged: six
miles and a half of the road been fin-

ished in Anderson; miles have
been put under contract in Mercer, and a
great portion in Lincoln. regret that no
successful movement has yet been made to
take the stock for that portion of the road
which lies in Franklin. From the

jteristic public spirit of the citizens of that
county, much is expected, and i natter my
self that another year not be permitted
to elapse, before the subscription is taken.
The road is in progress from Lexington
through Danville and Lancas
ter in the direction of the Crab Orchard, and1

the first twelve miles is completed and put in
use. That portion tfhich has
has constructed in the best and
is an specimen. roads from

to awaken and expand our domestic resour- - menl. 1 am unable, tiiereiore, to communi-ce- s,

to facilitate our access to distant mar- - cate any ex.icf information concern- -

and
our

with

will

ous solitude, ,to us who have charge of the town is nearly completed; and great credit
public welfare; and I hope I may.be permit- - is'due to tliQ enterprizing President and Man-te- d

to add, hat from you, as their organs and agers of that Company, for the and
representatives, much expected, and that zeal with which the work has carried
in your wisdom, watchfulness, fidelity, on. On the line of road from Frankfort,
great reposed. '-- through Lawrenceburgh. Harrodsburgh and
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Lexington to Georgetown, and from the same!
city to Winchester, are entirely under con- -'

tract, and it is expected will be ready for use
during the coming year. The company who
have charge of the road from Lexington to1

Richmond, have, I believe, not deemed it ne-

cessary to do more for the present season, than1
to have the proper surveys executed. But1
the stock has been taken, and there can be no
doubt, that biddings for the contracts will be
opened during the present winter, or early in
the spring; irom ranktort to Georgetown,
and from Frankfort to Versailles, both roads
are in progress, tfie former with commendable
diligence; but the prosecution of life latter,
which would probably have been finished in
the month of October last, was materially in-

terrupted by the ravages of the cholera in
Versailles during the summer. The stock has
been subscribed for a road from Augusta,'
through Cynthiana to Georgetown, and the
compftny will commence its operations at the1
commencement of the next season. 'From
Louisville to Elizabeth by the mouth of Salt'
River, a portion of each extremity of the road1
has been Contracted for, and of that part adja-
cent to Louisville, several miles have either!
been constructed or will shortly be. In con-
nexion with the latter road, a subscription has
been taken, under the amended charter of the
last session, for twenty miles of turnpike ten
in each direction from Bowlinggreen. The
company has been regularly organized, but noj
application has yet been made for the State's
subscription. Early measures, will, without
doubt, be adopted for the commencement of
the work; and inasmuch as it is parcel of the
great leading route from. Maysville to Louis
ville, and trom the latter city to Nashville, the
example, it is confidently believed, will not be
without its influence in superinducing other
movements of a like kind, as connecting links
ot the same important highway. A road has
also been undertaken from Nicholasville to
Perry ville through Harrodsburg, and the great-
er portion of the stock has been subscribed.
From Perryville it is believed, it will be con
tinued through Washington county and Leba-
non, to intersect the main road from Louisville
to the Tennessee line, or it may be the inter
est ot the citizens ot Green and Barren, to
give it a lateral direction, while the more direct
route to some convenient point of intersection
with that from Louisville, will still be lest open
to the enterprize and munificence of those
whose interests would be effected by its diver-
sion. Turning our attention to the northeast
wardly part of the State, a company has been
formed to make a road from Owingsville in
Bath county, to. the great Sandy River, to
connect with the Virginia Turnpike. Owing
to the absence of the proper material and the
consequent impracticability of constructing a
McAdam turnpike, it is proposed to grade the
road to a level of from two to three degrees,
and elevate the centre of the grade, with such
an inclination on either side, as will prevent
the water from standing on it. The intermix
ture of sand and gravel with the soil, over
which a great part of the road will pass, will
furnish an excellent substitute lor the stone
material. Such a plan, although certainly lia-

ble to some objections, is nevertheless, the
only one that can be resorted to in many
counties in the state, and is, theretore, adop
ted from necessity. That necessity will no
doubt commend it to your favorable conside
ration. In some of the counties alluded to,
and especially in the county of Daviess, where
there is the same dearth ot stone, the expen
ment has been made with entire success. The
requisite amount of stock has been taken by
individuals for a road from Bardstown to
Springfield, in Washington county, and the
contracts for commencing it will be let as soon
as the necessary surveys can be made, and
the route selected.

In submitting the preceding rapid, and in
many respects, imperfect view of the progress
ot our improvements, 1 flatter myselt you will
participate with me in the enjoyment which
so gratifying an exhibition of the public spirit
of our fellow citizens affords. But however
gratifying, it is only a partial exhibition. From
the contemplation of examples so full of en
couragement and expectation, so replete with
the most beneficial results to the whole length
and breadth of the commonwealth, so conso-
nant with the character of the people whose
confidence it is our highest honor to share,
your attention will be powerfully attracted by
other movements ot so high an order, as to en-

title them to be classed with the most extraor-
dinary conceptions of this extraordinary age.

In my last annual communication I took oc
casion to allude to the project ot a Kail Koad,
then only in its inception, which was designed
to connect Nashville, in lennessee, with the
city of New Orleans; and to remark on the
entire inutility of speculating upon the proba
ble accomplishment ot such astonishing enter--

prizes. since that time, speculation and sur-
mise have been put to rest. The intended
road has been surveyed either in whole or in
part; a portion of it has been placed under
contract, and little doubt exists, that it will be
prosecuted with the energy, as it will be sus
tained by the capital, necessary to command
success.

Another scheme no less imposing, and pre
senting considerations of even greater magni

tude to Kentucky, is now proposed, to unite5!;

the Uhio river with the Atlantic ocean by a Kail
Road of seven hundred miles in extent, termin-- l
ating at the city ot Charleston in
and from the manifestations of public savor
with which it was received, flattering assu-
rances are deduced of lhe earnest and deci-
ded concurrence of the states through which
it will pass in its immediate construction. In
every aspect in which these subjects can be
regarded, it has been deemed proper that your
early attention should be called to them. A
moment's reflection cannot sail to satisfy the
most inattentive observer, of the vast and

stake which the citizens of Kentucky,
of the whole West and South, and of the na-

tion at largo, have in the completion of those
interesting projects. Viewed as the channels
of commerce and of intercommunication be-

tween the states, the most sanguine calcula-
tions must fall short of the reailty, in estima
ting the amount of pecuniary interest involv
ed by them: viewed in connexion with the su-

ture grandeur of our state, they challenge our
hearty and when we regard
their influence on the permanence of our insti-
tutions, on the safety, the repose, and the per-
petuity of the union, we feel ourselves by one
spontaneous impulse, discarding names and
distinctions derived from local or geographical
positions surmounting every consideration
of pecuniary benefit, and preparing to take
Dart in their aceomDlishment with the ardor
and the patriotism of American citizens. The
policy of uniting the various parts of our wide
ly extended confederacy, by ties of social and
commercial intercourse indissoluble as the

ofwhich they consist, is manifestly impor- -

tont to all the purposes of international wealth
and prosperity: but its importance becomes at
once conspicuous and inestimable, from its
connexion with the higher object of preserv
ing the integrity ot its parts. Ot all calamities
which threaten or can befal our country, it is a
conceded point, that national dismemberment
is the most dreadful in anticipation, as it would
be unquestionably, the most fatal in its effects
While the means of averting it are under our
control, not to avail ourselves of them, would
be to prove that we are faithless to the highest
and most sacred of political obligations, to the
memory of our ancestors, to the interests df
posterity, and to the great cause of human
liberty throughout the earth.

The part which it would be most proper
for the people of Kentucky to take in the
prosecution of these great works, it would,
perhaps,, be premature at this crisis to antici-
pate. I do not, therefore, deem it necessary
to recommend any specific action. But in re-

ference to the road from the Ohio river to
Charleston, a convention of delegates has been
proposed, and will meet, at some eligible point
convenient to all the states interested, some
time in the spring; and in that convention it
is manifestly important - that $ie interests of
Kentucky should be represented.

While such works are in contemplation, in-

tended to unite us with other statos, it is grat
ifying to observe that our citizens are alive
to the importance of similar enterprizes within
our own borders. 1 derive much pleasure
from having it in my power to inform you, that
a company of public spirited citizens south of
Green river, has been formed to construct a
Rail Road from Russelville, through Llkton
and Hopkmsville, to some eligible point on the
Ohio and Mississippi river, and that surveys of
several routes have either been completed or
undertaken. A road of the same kind is also
proposed from Russelville to the Tennessee
line, in the direction to (Jlarksville, and some
incipient movements have been made to qb
tain subscriptions of stock. The commence-
ment of works, so comprehensive in their de
sign, in a section of the state so remote from
the seat of its early settlement, cannot be re-

garded with indifference by any portion of the
community, and indicating, as they do, the
growing importance of that section in wealth,
enterprize and population, they will receive, i.

am confident, at your hands, such encourage-
ment as you deem it consistent with your
views ofgoodpTilicy to bestow.

I have received 'no report from the President
of the Lexington and Ohio Rail Road Compa-

ny of the progress of that road during the pre
sent year, it has been orougnt into me town
of Frankfort, since my last address to the leg
islature, and the survey has been executed pf
the intended route to the city ofX-ouisvill- 1

understand that the company design proceeding
with the remainder of the road "without delay.

The report from the Board of Internal Im-

provement, which will, in due time be laid be-

fore you, will apprise you of its operations du-

ring the past year. The surveys and exami-

nations of the several rivers which have been
made under its direction, have not only con-
firmed all preconceived opinions favourable to
the plan of slack water improvement, but thev
have resulted, also, m disclosing the abundance
of the regions watered by them, in iron, salt,
coal and lumber. The wealth ot our moun-

tains, and the counties adjacent to them, in
those invaluable articles, is an object of the
deepest interest to a legislative body, anxious
to contribute to the prosperity of the Sfate, by
unloldingall its resources oi production and
trade. Deprived by the operation of natural
causes, of the benefits of commercial inter

course with other parts of the state, except
wnen occasional treshets in the rivers furnish
them with outlets, the citizens of the counties
bordering on the mountains have labored un
der great difficulties, not only because sew in-

ducements could .be presented to immigration
and settlement b"ut because, also, their labor
and industryJHo not receive that sure and suf-
ficient reward which elsewhere awaits both, in
the ready transmission and sale of their surplus
products.

In pressing, therefore, .upon your notice, in the
most earnest manner, the wants and the interests of
the remote and exterior counties, I am led to do soj
not alone from considerations relative to their pecu-
liar condition, but from a deep conviction, that
while you relieve and assist them, youwill confer
benefits upon other parts of the community, by
throwing into the markets the abundant resources
of thoir soil and industry satisfying the demands of
those markets now supplied by other states, ivith
domestic productions, of daily consumption and im-

mense value, cheapened by competition- -
In view of such useful results, the appropriations to

the Kentucky, the Sandy, th,e Licking, the Rock-
castle and Cumberland rivers will be sound to have
been dictated by motives of sound policy, and will
receive, I do not dolibt.your decided approbation.

The importance of the navigation of the Kentucky
river to the whole region of country tributary to it
require no delineation from me. As the only chan-
nel of water communication with the Ohio, for a dis-

tance of more than sour hundred miles, the benefits
to result from such an improvement of its navigation,
as will render it navigable, in all suture time, every
season of the year, may be pronounced, in one word,
to be incalculable. Placed by the legislature in a
position, of great responsibility, as a member of the
Board of Internallmprovement, 1 have deemed it
incumbent on me to acquaint-myself- , by resorting to
every available source of information, with the most
efficient and successful mode of subserving the

the appropriation to the Kentucky
river, proposed by the law forluternal Improvement.
The result has been, and I submit the opinion with
great confidence to the test of your better judgments,
that tbat river is susceptible of being made perpetu-
ally navigable by locks and dams, for steamboats of
at least one hundred tons burthen, from its junction
with the Ohio, to the mouth of the South fork, a dis-

tance of two hundred and fifty miles. Is I should be
supported by you in this opinion, aster you have ex-

amined all the facts and estimates which will be
presented by the principal engineer in his report, you
will not sail to come to the conclusion, that a work of
such magnitude and extent, tributary to so many lea-
ding and valuable interests, and involving so many
considerations of great public utility, has never been

nn.t In tlcaccomphsjiejljUo.srnall-a-comgarilv- n t

wrrenaTTcoThat such will be yourconclusion.I would
advise that the necessary preparations be made for
placing the work under contract, frdTn the mouth of
the Kentucky river' to Frankfort, as early in the en-

suing season as may be practicable. '
Differing from the Kentucky in many of its promi-

nent characteristics, tho Sandy river is not supposed
either to require or to be susceptible of the same
species of improvement. From the report of the
assistant engineer, sounded on a close and accurate
examination, it will bo discovered that the obstacles
to its navigation can be romoved, at a cost less than
has been generally estimated, so as to afford a safe
navigation seven months in the year from the mouth
of the main river, to Pikeville on the West fork, a
distance of one hundred and ten miles. A just solici-
tude i3 felt by the citizens of the counties in the vi-

cinity of that noble river, to avail themselves of the
advantages to be derived from its improvement. The
ample resources of the country dependent upon it,
and the enterprizinjy spirit ot the people, the im-

practicability of profiting from the former, in the
present unimproved condition of the river, and the
consequent discouragements to the efficient display
of the tatter, eive them hitrh and imposing claims up- -

Ion the munificence of the legislature, which, I trust,
win not oe aisappoimea.

The report of the United States' engineer, who
made the survey of the Cumberland rive?, will be
submitted to you, from which you will discover that
the condition on which the appropriation was made
to depend for the improvement of that river, has been
complied with. Great advantage, I understand, has
attended the judicious application of the appropria-
tions heretofore made to it, and the interests of the
people in that quarter will be greatly promoted by
the additional expenditure proposed by the law of the
last session of the legislature.

The report of the principal engineer of his exami-
nation of the Rockcastle river, will put you in posses-
sion of his views of the most salutary and efficient
method of removing the impediments to its navigation.
To that I refer you Considering the deprivation of
commercial facilities to which the citizens pf the
counties bordering on that river are subjected, they
present highly meritorious claims to. your protection
and patronage, which, I am persuaded, will be sully
respected.

In compliance with a resolution or the last gener-
al assembly, 1 appointed a joint committee of

of the present House of Representative
and threo of the Senate, to visit and examine the
public works now on Green river. The unepmtnon
floods of the season, affording so sew intervals of em-

ployment to the contractors, materially retarded the
progress of the Works, and at the request of th'o Pres-

ident of the board of commissioners, who was anxious
that they should be examined at the time of their
greatest forwardness, I delayed, the selection of a
committee, to as late a period as practicable before
the meeting of the Legislature. Two of the com-

mittee met, at the Falls of Vienna, on Monday the
7th of the present month, and were subsequently
joined by such of the remainder who sound it conve
nient to. attend. Their report will dououes De laio.
before you 'at an early day in the session. Id the
meantime I beg leave to say, as the result of my own
personal enquiry and observation, that all practica-
ble diligence has been used by the contractors to ex-

pedite the works. The necessary materials of timber
and stone wore on the spot early'in the spring, aDd
the failure to complete the lock and dam at Yienna,
the present year, is attributable to unavoidable caus-
es. A year more remarka'ole for the frequency of its
freshets,' and the continuance of high water, is not
within the recollection of the oldest settlers on the
river. The vigilance and intelligence of the commis
sioners, the qxp.orrence and, Workmanship of the con
tractors, and the line quality of the materials, which
were inspected by the committe. cive satisfactory
assurance that the works will be executed in a style
of taste as Well as durability, inferior to none'of the
same kind in tho United States. Presenting a fall of
less than fifty feet in the distance of near two hundred
miles, and flowiDg a volume, in its ordinary stages,


