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Medical
service
to be cut
According to officials of

the Leslie, Knott, Letcher,
Perry Community Action
Council (LKLP), there is
a real damger that the

Medical Van pro-
gram may be greatly cut
after June 30.
Currently, LKLP operates

12 medical vehicles in the
four counties. They are
used to transport people to
centers for medical treat-
ment; they also provide oc-

casional special or emer-
gency services.

LKLP had requested fund-

ing for 12 vehicles for the
next fiscal year, which be-

gins July 1. However, the
request was contained in
LKLP's proposal for a com-
prehensive health program.
The Office of Health Af-

fairs of the Office of Eco-

nomic Opportunity in Wash-

ington rejected that pack-
age. It said that the LKLP

plan did not provide com-
plete enough medical ser-

vices.
Since the medical van bud-

get was included in the lar-

ger budget request, funds
for it are thus not going to
be released by OEO. Rather,
in a letter to LKLP dated
June 10, Dr. Leon Cooper
of the Health Affairs office
told LKLP that it would be
given a six -- month develop-
ment grant. This means
that the agency has that
much more time to come
up with a better overall
health program.

In the letter. Cooper out-

lined just what programs
would be funded in the in-

terim. Among them are
the Boone Fork Kitchen
and the Leslie County
dental program. As for
"the transportation system, "

which LKLP says means
medical vans, the letter
stated " monies for two
vehicles and two dirvers
will be available after
June 30, 1971, to assist

(continued on page 20)

With the addition of three
new fulltime physicians to
the staff of the Whitesburg
Appalachian Regional Hos-

pital, emergency room fa-

cilities are now being
covered at all times, accor-
ding to Bernard S. Wysocki,
hospital administrator.

In an interview with the
Eagle, Wysocki described
expansion of the emergency
section of the hospital. He
also discussed general ad-

ministrative regulations.
The Kentucky River Com- -
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THINGS AREN'T WHAT THEY SEEM Tony Short floats through the air with
great ease, but he's not going to land on a roountaintop as this picture would
seem to indicate. Instead, he's headed for the Whitesburg swimming pool,
along with many, many others. For other photos of swimmers, see Page 16.

Hechler seeks probe of proposal
A Congressional probe has

been asked into a plan by
the U. S. Bureau of Mines
to conduct an expensive
mine safety advertising
and public relations drive.
Rep. Ken Hechler (D--

Va. ) said that the proposed
program would attempt to
blame coal miners them-
selves for accidents.

Hechler also asked the
House Government Oper-
ations Committee to inves-
tigate apparent political
overtones of the plan. As
first reported by Mountain
Eagle correspondent Tom
Bethell in "Coal Patrol, "

the Bureau had planned to
award the contract for the
campaign to public rela-
tions agencies which have
had active roles in promo-
ting Republican candidates.

The proposal, which would
cost taxpayers about $250, 000,
includes billboards, TV,
bumper stickers and adver-
tisements. It would seek to
stress to coal miners that
safety is their responsibility.

Hechler, long an advocate
of strict mine safety enforce

prehensive Health Planning
Council just recently en-
dorsed a $151, 176 program
from the Whitesburg hospi-
tal to extend its emergecy
and ambulant clinical ser-
vices.
Wysocki noted that the

plan calls for the conver-
sion of what is now the
staff lounge and the wait-
ing area into a multi- - fa-

ceted emergency facility.
Sections designated for

the new section include:
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ment, charged that "mining
is still the most hazardous
occupation because coal
operators haven't cleaned up
their mines, and the Bureau
has failed to enforce the
1969 mine safety law. " He
said that the proposed scheme

Repair project okayed
The Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity has approved a grant of
$489, 321 to the Leslie, Knott,
Letcher, Perry Community Ac-

tion Council for another year of
operation of a Home Repair pro-

ject which provided repairs to the
homes of 1,500 poor families in
the past three years. The grant
was announced by Rep. Carl D.
Perkins, who was instrumental
in getting the program started.

The program is operated by
Eastern Kentucky Housing De-

velopment Corp. , a delegate
agency of LKLP.

The OEO grant provides funds
to employ 70 older men to
make repairs on homes owned
by families receiving public
assistance.

Hospital expands emergency staff
a general emergency room
(much like an out-patie- nt

department, Wysocki said);
a heart and inhalation ther-
apy room; a minor surgery
room; two major accident
room (most major auto
wrecks involve at least two
vehicles); a consultation of-

fice, which will permit pri-
vate discussions; and a am-
bulance office. There is al-
so room planned for lounge
and waiting area.

(continued on page 6)

is a case of Republican poli-
tics interfering "with the
professional,
job of protecting the health
and safety of coal miners. "

This is at accusation which
has been levied frequently

(continued on Page 20)

Money to purchase materials
needed for the repairs is fur-
nished b the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Economic Security
through a grant from the U. S.
Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare.

The project also make use of
enrollees in the Operation Main-
stream project of LKLP as work-
men to assist with the home re-

pairs.
Farmers Home Administration

loans are utilized to purchase
extra needed materials.

Wants severance tax
Republican gubernatorial

candidate Thomas Emberton
announced his first major
platform program this week,
committing himself to pro-
ducing 200, 000 new jobs
for Kentuckians during the
next four years.

He also said that there
should be "a severance tax
on coal, oil and gas" so
Kentucky "can have the
necessary funds to make
certain our state support is
guaranteed in funding the
water authority, develop-
ing plant sites, vocational
training and producing jobs
for Kentuckians. "

This move by Emberton
marked the first major
break with the Nunn admi-
nistratis, with which the

(continued on Page 15)

Strike
idles
miners

The Beth- - Elkhorn Corp.
was totally shut down this
week as members of the
United Mine Workers of
America launched a wild-
cat strike nationwide, ap-
parently to demonstrate
support for U. M. W. Pres-
ident W. A. (Tony) Boyle.

Beth-Elkhor- n, which em-
ploys about 1000 persons, is
the only U. M. W. organ-
ized coal company in Let-
cher County. Other opera-
tions are reportedly working
as normal.

The union has said that it
has neither authorized nor
sanctioned the walkout.
More than 50, 000 miners
are said to be idled by
the action, including

4, 000 in eastern Ken-
tucky. A spokesman at UMW
District 30 headquarters in
Pikeville said 10 or 12
mines were affected as of
Tuesday night.
The Bituminous Coal Oper-

ators Association has asked
a federal district court to is-

sue an immediate return to
work order, as well as a per-
manent injunction against
the strike. The case was to
be heard at 10 a. m. today
Judge Gerhard Gesell.

Apparently, a ruling last
April by the same judge in
favor of Miners for Demo-
cracy, a reform group with-
in the UMW, prompted the
current wildcat strike. Ge-
sell had Ihled that Boyle as
well as other union officials
had conspired to misuse the
UMW Welfare and Retire-
ment Fund. He ordered that
Boyle step down as trustee
of the Fund no later than
June 30.

In r esponse to that order,
the union's International
Executive Board, meeting
in Chicago, named UMW

general counsel Edward L.
Carey to replace Boyle on
Tuesday.

This move infuriated Mi-

ners for Democracy spokes-
men, who called it a direct
violation of Gesell s order.

Carey, often a spokesman
for Boyle, has been viewed

as a possible successor to
Tony Boyle. Miners for ed

on page 15)

To transfer funds
Letcher Fiscal Court has vot-

ed to transfer $8,000 from the
general fund to the road and
bridge fund to pay county road
bills.

The county road fund has been
depleted since last winter, and
the court was forced to cut back
the number of road employees
to three from the previous 10.

The transfer of funds from the
general to the road fund will re-

quire approval of the state lo-

cal finance division.


