
THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE

This natural bridge is one of the numerous scenic attractions in the Raven's Rock area of Harlan and
Letcher Counties which is slated to become the newest park in the Kentucky State Park system. Some
640 acres of the beautiful and rugged mountain terrain near Cumberland have been presented to the
State for park purposes. . Surveying the landscape from atop the natural bridge are the Rev. Charles
W. Tanner, (formerly of Whitesburg) pastor of the Cumberland Methodist Church, and his son James.

Scenery rugged Raven's Rock

A massive formation of sand-

stone rock, jutting up at a ee

angle some 300 feet into

the air, is the focal point of the
many natural wonders in a rugged
640-ac- re area mostly in Letcher

County, which has been present-

ed to the State of Kentucky for

development as a State park.
The high chunk of sandstone,

known as Raven's Rock, is im-

bedded atop Pine Mountain at
about 3, 000 feet above sea level,
but its isolation has caused no

dearth of legend and interest
down through the years.

This scenic wonderland of ex-

tensive caves, a natural bridge,
a natural amphitheatre, and
rocks which appear to be petrified
trees is only three miles from

Cumberland. But so rugged is

the terrain that the park area
now is accessible only in dry
weather using a four -- wheel --

drive vehicle.
TWs is being changed, however.

About $30, 000 in local and state
funds is being expended on an
access road. The Kentucky Rural
Highway Division is spending
approximately $15, 000 for grav-

el, buldozing, etc.
Raven's Rock was named by

early settlers whose storeies of
huge flocks of ravens nesting in
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at
its nooks and crannies and dark-

ening the sky by sheer numbers

have been handed down through
the generations. But there are no

ravens to be found today.
A fanciful legend is that

bonanza of silver is hidden in
the area. Capt. John Swift, who

allegedly discovered a silver
mine in the Cumberland Mount-

ains, is said to have told a con-

fidant that treasure was hidden
in a cave near a stream that took
origin in a pattern much like a

turkey's foot. A number of
streams in the Raven's Rock area
fit the description.

Geology students from all over
the nation have been coming to
the area for 50 years or more to
study the rock formation in the
caves surrounding Raven's Rock.

The land was presented to the
State by. the Cumberland Lions
Club and by the late A.J.
Creech, a Cumberland lumber
dealer. The State Parks Depart-

ment has as yet set no timetable
developing the area, which

includes acreage in both Harlan
and Letcher Counties, but Gov.
Bert Combs in formally accepting
the gift said he hopes to dedicate
the park during his
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SERVICES FRIDAY FOR LARKIN ADAMS

Funeral services will be held
Friday at 11a.m. for Larkin Ad-

ams at his residence at Osca-loos- a.

Burial will be in the Bra-shea- rs

cemetery at Oscaloosa.
Craft Funeral Home has charge
of arrangements.
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Mr. Adams died at Whitesburg
Hospital after a long

illness. He was 74.
The son of Drew and Frona Ad-

ams and a retired miner, he is

by his wife, Rosa

Adams. They have no
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