
By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

After the ceremonial start
over the weekend to Centre
College’s school year, the
curtain will fall on activities
in Newlin Hall at the Norton
Center for the Arts until the
Oct. 11 vice-presidential de-
bate.

Following a packed house
for Saturday’s performance
by musicians Alison Krause
and Union Station and Sun-
day night’s convocation, the
school’s main performance
space will go off line. 

Wayne King, Centre’s di-
rector of facilities, said work
will begin immediately re-
moving about 600 seats to
make way for the seven tele-
vision platforms that will ac-
commodate the major
television networks. 

King’s crew already has
been hard at work trans-
forming the Hazelrigg Gym-
nasium inside Sutcliffe
Athletic Center into a media
hall. Workers are laying
76,000 feet of wire for data.
All together there will be
more than 100,000 feet of
cable in the building.

In addition to ensuring a
constant cool temperature,
King and his staff also must
also rig an auxiliary electri-
cal system capable of taking
over without so much as a
flickering of lights should
the power go out.

Norton Center Executive
Director Steve Hoffman said
other locations on campus
are being used temporarily
for some activities that
would be staged at the Nor-
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Centre College welcomed
back students and a perma-
nent guest of honor in the
form of a towering new
statue of Abraham Lincoln,
which was unveiled follow-
ing opening convocation
Sunday.

e 12-foot-tall bronze
sculpture by renowned
Louisville artist Ed Hamilton
faces the entrance to Cen-
tre’s library in Crounse Hall.
It depicts a young Lincoln
reading William Black-
stone’s “Commentaries on
the Laws of England,” a book
recommended by Centre
graduate John Todd Stuart,
who was Mary Todd Lin-
coln’s cousin.

e base of the statue in-
cludes several quotations
from Lincoln, including one
prefered by Centre President
John Roush, who has taught
about Lincoln in his classes
on leadership: “I will study
and be ready; then maybe
the chance will come.”

“Abraham Lincoln was a
son of Kentucky, and his
connection to Centre
through John Todd Stuart is
authentic,” Roush said Fri-
day as the statue was deliv-
ered by truck from the
Maryland foundry where it
was struck. “Most impor-
tantly, Abraham Lincoln
was a phenomenally impor-
tant leader for our country.”

e connection to Centre
is secondhand but one that
apparently had a profound
impact on Lincoln’s educa-
tion. Lincoln was famously
self-taught as a lawyer, but
Stuart has been credited
with advising Lincoln, his
future partner in a Spring-
field, Ill., firm, on his even-
tual career path.

Stuart and Lincoln, both
budding Illinois politicians,
served together in Illinois

militia in the Black Hawk
War. While they served in
the Illinois Legislature to-
gether in the 1830s, Stuart

loaned his friend a clutch of
books Lincoln fashioned
into a sort of personal cur-
riculum. Lincoln revealed

his reading list to friend
John Brockman in a letter
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No pipe dream

Today, Danville resident Amra Boanerges is a no-
table arborist, trimming trees for Pioneer Play-
house and other clients. And when he’s not

trimming trees, he’s figuring out how to bring the love of
dance and the arts to town. 

Boanerges, who helps behind the scenes at Pioneer
Playhouse, was once the star of the stage as a
professional ballet dancer. His interest first
began in college, when he received a schol-
arship to Stephens College in Missouri. 

“I never had formal training before then,
but I could jump really high and I had a lot of
energy,” he said. 

His instructor, Ms. Gray, saw potential in
him because of this and immediately had
Boanerges enroll in both lower and upper
level courses. 

“e first three months, I couldn’t get it, I
hated it,” he said. “I literally studied everyone as they

Former ballet performer wants 
to bring dance to Danville

Staff Photo by Lindsay Kriz

Amra Boanerges of Danville holds a favorite photo from his years as a professional dancer. 

Lindsay Kriz
lindsay.kriz
@wku.edu

CORN MAZE CELEBRATES UK BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP — STORY ON A3

Unique
Wiltjer’s shooting impressive,
and he has added weight

— Story on B1

Boyle has state ranking,
eyes regional title

— Story on B1
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KENTUCKY 
LOTTERY

SATURDAY
EVENING
Pick 3: 3-8-7
Pick 4: 2-7-9-9

Powerball: 1-6-7-20-49
Powerball 23

Cash Ball: 1-8-24-31
Cash Ball 31

Kicker 4-2-4-8-2
5 Card Cash: 

AD, 8H, KD, 3D, 5S

SUNDAY
EVENING
Pick 3: 4-6-4
Pick 4: 0-2-2-4

Commercial Building 
101 W. Second, Perryville •  $99,500

HELM & REYNOLDS
Realty & Auction Co., Inc.

Bruce Helm, Broker (859) 583-9900 
 David Reynolds, Auctioneer (859) 583-9001

Check out additional listings online!

        
         

    

 
handrinc@bellsouth.net • helmandreynolds.com

217 E. Second St. • Perryville • (859) 332-7343

The commercial building is currently being used as a 
consignment shop. The building is approx. 1500 sq. 
ft. using PVA measurements. It has new carpet and 
linoleum, a basement w/poured walls and a storage 

building that stays with the property.
Call Janet 859-583-8385 or Todd 859-583-9924.
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Heart of Danville 
sets dates for

downtown events
The Heart of Danville has

announced the dates for this
year’s downtown holiday
events.
Trick or Treat on Main will

be 5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct.
30. The Community Arts Cen-
ter will be performing
“Thriller” again during the
“spooktacular” event.
The downtown Danville

Christmas parade will be 7
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 24, on
Main Street. The mayor’s
Christmas tree lighting will
take place prior to the parade
at 6 p.m. in Weisiger Park. The
theme for this year’s parade
will be Classic Christmas Char-
acters.
Businesses that would like

to participate in Trick or Treat
on Main or anyone who
would like to receive a parade
entry form may email
info@downtowndanville.com
or call (859) 236-1909 to be
placed on the mailing list. Pa-
rade entry forms will not be
available until mid-October.
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Statue of Lincoln unveiled at Centre College

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Workers place a bronze statue of Abraham Lincoln on Friday at Centre College. The 12-foot statue by
Louisville artist Ed Hamilton depicts a young Lincoln reading the law book given to him by Centre alumnus
John Todd Stuart. To see a video and photo gallery, visit www.amnews.com.
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