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federal earned-income tax 
credit, a Republican idea that 
has been an effective, low-
cost tool for reducing poverty 
among the working poor.
■ Eliminate two taxes 

that have always seemed like 
insults to two of Kentucky’s 
signature industries, horses 
and bourbon. The first is 
the sales tax on horse feed. 
Cattle feed is not taxed, but 
horse feed is, which has 
never seemed fair. 

The other is the property 
tax on barrels of bourbon 
aging in warehouses. Bour-
bon has become a worldwide 
phenomenon, and Kentucky 
makes more than 90 percent 
of it. But this tax gives both 
established and new distillers 
a reason to look to elsewhere 
to build production facilities,  

which could risk Kentucky’s 
industry dominance.
■ Expand the 6 percent 

sales tax on goods to include 
some services. This could 
broaden Kentucky’s tax base 
as the economy continues to 
shift from goods to services. 
It is essential that Kentucky 
tax revenues grow with the 

economy, and this is one way 
to do it.

The task force also recom-
mended cutting corporate 
taxes by abut $100 million. 
It is an article of faith among 
some business people that 
corporate taxes need to be 
as low as possible. But that 
seems unnecessary, because 
studies have shown that 
Kentucky’s corporate taxes 
already are competitive with 
peer states.

“What are we going to 
gain by making them lower?” 
asked Jason Bailey, a task 
force member and director 
of the Kentucky Center for 
Economic Policy, a Berea-
based research group. “The 
corporate income tax is a 
very small part of doing busi-
ness.”

Rather than cutting Ken-
tucky’s already-low corporate 
taxes, Bailey thinks more jobs 
could be created by invest-

ing that money in education, 
health and infrastructure. 
Those are areas that compa-
nies look at when choosing 
a good place to do business, 
and they are areas where 
Kentucky is behind many 
other states.

Overall, though, the task 
force recommendations are 
the most positive talk in 
decades toward real, much-
needed tax reform. Whether 
Kentucky’s political leaders 
will do anything about it 
remains to be seen.

Tom Eblen: (859) 231-1415.  
Email: teblen@herald-leader.com. 
Twitter: @tomeblen.  
Blog: tomeblen.bloginky.com.
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Just putting a price on a 
product and sticking it on a 
shelf is so old school.

And with consumers buy-
ing more each year online, 
brick-and-mortar retailers 
are working harder to add 
entertainment to their mix — 
from American Girl scavenger 
hunts to the Art of Shaving’s 
product demonstrations.

These experiences are 
something consumers can’t 
get from online shopping, so 
they drive traffic to the stores 
and keep customers there 
longer. They also build brand 
loyalty.

“You can buy a product 
just about everywhere. They 
are trying to add a different 
element so it is not just about 
the product,” said Wendy 
Liebmann, chief executive of-
ficer of WSL/Strategic Retail, 
retail strategists and futurists 
based in New York. “They 
are giving people a reason to 
play — like Converse, where 
you can customize your 
sneaker — making it worth it 
to go into the store. A sense 
of place and a place to stay.”

Retailers have been using 
entertainment to attract 
shoppers for years, from 
mall carousels to the Mall of 
America’s whole amusement 
park. But with advances in 
technology and growing pres-
sure from online competition, 
more retailers are adding 
interactive attractions inside 
their stores.

Build-A-Bear Workshop 
was one of the innovators in 
“experiential” mall retailing 
15 years ago, having children 
choose and name their bears 
— and later other animals — 

as the huggable toys were put 
together and stuffed. 

Now it is starting to roll 
out new designs with several 
new interactive experiences, 
including putting the stuffed 
animals at children’s height 
so they can touch and play 
with them, and digital screens 
where children can add more 
personalized sounds and 
music to their stuffed toys. 
Five Build-A-Bear stores have 
been converted to the new 
concept, and one new store 
has opened.

Interactive experiences are 
a key way American Girl sets 
its 14 stores apart from other 
toy stores.

“In terms of the retail 
environment, it’s what we’ve 
come to be known for,” said 
Stephanie Spanos, spokes-
woman for American Girl. 

The American Girl events 
— some free, others with a 
fee — create memories and 
build brand loyalties with its 
young customers.

On Jan. 1, for instance, it 
will have interactive events to 
introduce its 2013 Girl of the 
Year doll, the name a closely 
guarded secret until it is an-
nounced in late December.

Girls will get to go on a 
scavenger hunt through the 
store, visiting an area for a 
free craft and getting a gift 

to take home.
Some consumers might be 

trying Microsoft products for 
the very first time when they 
walk into one of its 60 stores. 
But Microsoft employees are 
on hand to make the intro-
ductions to new products, 
let them try them out on site 
and help them work through 
any technical issues.

“Technology can be very 
intimidating for some people, 
so we try to tear down those 
barriers,” said Microsoft 
spokesman Lief Knutson. 
“When they leave and  realize 
they’ve made the right 
decision, that builds a lot of 
repeat business.”

By Joyce Smith
The Kansas City Star

More bricks-and-mortar retailers 
offer customers real experiences

The Microsoft Store in the Oak Park Mall in Kansas City, Mo., has product advisers to help 
 customers gain hands-on experience. Last month, Drew Ramsey, left, showed off the Windows 
Phone to Megan Kahler. More bricks-and-mortar stores are adding interactive experiences.
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800-999-8881800-999-8881

Donate your
newspapers to

and keep kids 

informed.
Call 800-999-8881 to

Just say, 
 

Kentucky students thank you. 

Informed
Keep Kids

Weekly

Event
s

Monday - NFL & Free Poker Tournaments
Tuesday - Open Mic Night with Host Jon Curtis 7:30
Wednesday -Live Music at 6:30. Karaoke at 9:00

Thursday - Live Music at 7:00 & 8:30
Fri/Sat - Live Bands, Dance Floor is Open!

Sunday - Dinner &Music at 5:00

CATS

ON 18 TVs
!

Movies

TIMES AND SHOWS VARY.
PLEASE CALL THEATRES FOR COMPLETE

LISTINGS AND TIMES.

Movie Tavern

859-266-4645
KILLING THEM SOFTLY (R)

LIFE OF PI (PG)

LIFE OF PI 3D (PG)

LINCOLN (PG-13)

PLAYING FOR KEEPS (PG-13)

RED DAWN (2012) (PG-13)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS IN 3D (PG)

SKYFALL (PG-13)

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN
PART 2 (PG-13)

THE HOBBIT: AN UNEXPECTED JOURNEY
(2012) STARTS THURSDAY NIGHT @ MIDNIGHT

859-264-7469
PLAYING FOR KEEPS (PG-13)

THE COLLECTION (R)

KILLING THEM SOFTLY (R)

LIFE OF PI (PG)

RED DAWN (PG-13)

LIFE OF PI 3D (PG)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS 3D (PG)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)
TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN,
PART 2 (PG-13)

LINCOLN (PG-13)

SKYFALL (PG-13)

WRECK-IT RALPH (PG)

FLIGHT (R)

END OF WATCH (R)

THE HOBBIT: AN UNEXPECTED JOURNEY
(2012) STARTS THURSDAY NIGHT @ MIDNIGHT

END OF WATCH (R)

PLAYING FOR KEEPS (PG-13)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS 3D (PG)

LIFE OF PI 3D (PG)

LIFE OF PI (PG)

RED DAWN (PG-13)

TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN
PART 2 (PG-13)

FLIGHT (R)

SKYFALL (PG-13)

WRECK-IT RALPH (PG)

WRECK-IT RALPH 3D (PG)

THE HOBBIT: AN UNEXPECTED JOURNEY
(2012) STARTS THURSDAY NIGHT @ MIDNIGHT

THE COLLECTION (R)
KILLING THEM SOFTLY (R)
LIFE OF PI (PG)
LIFE OF PI 3D (PG)
RED DAWN (PG13)
RISE OF THE GUARDIANS (PG)
RISE OF THE GUARDIANS 3D (PG)
LINCOLN (PG13)
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING
DAWN - PART 2 (PG13)
SKYFALL (PG13)
FLIGHT (R)
WRECK-IT RALPH (PG)
END OF WATCH (R)
THE HOBBIT: AN UNEXPECTED JOURNEY
(2012) STARTS THURSDAY NIGHT @ MIDNIGHT

HOLIDAY CLASSIC FILM SERIES
HOME ALONE (PG)
(WEDNESDAY) DECEMBER 12TH
PLAYING FOR KEEPS (PG-13)
END OF WATCH ( R )
KILLING THEM SOFTLY ( R )
THE COLLECTION ( R )
LIFE OF PI IN REALD 3-D (PG)
LIFE OF PI IN STANDARD 2-D (PG)
RISE OF THE GUARDIANS IN
REALD 3-D (PG)
RISE OF THE GUARDIANS IN
STANDARD 2-D (PG)
RED DAWN (PG-13)
TWILIGHT: BREAKING DAWN
PART 2 (PG-13)
LINCOLN (PG-12)
SKYFALL (PG-13)
WRECK-IT-RALPH IN REALD 3-D (PG)
WRECK-IT-RALPH IN STANDARD 2-D (PG)
FLIGHT ( R )
PITCH PERFECT (PG-13)
ARGO ( R )
THE HOBBIT: AN UNEXPECTED JOURNEY
(2012) STARTS THURSDAY NIGHT @ MIDNIGHT

ANNA KARENINA (R)
THE INTOUCHABLES (R)

ALEX CROSS (PG-13)
TAKEN 2 (PG-13)
BRAVE (PG)
FINDING NEMO (2012) (3D) (G)
FINDING NEMO (2012) (DIGITAL) (G)
LOOPER (R)
MAN WITH THE IRON FISTS, THE (R)
ODD LIFE OF TIMOTHY GREEN, THE (PG)
PARANORMAN (PG)
SEVEN PSYCHOPATHS (R)
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Check rates daily at http://lexington.interest.com

Legend: The rate and annual percentage rate (APR) are effective as of 12/5/12. © 2012 Bankrate, Inc. http://www.interest.com. The APR may increase after consummation and may vary. Payments
do not include amounts for taxes and insurance. The fees set forth for each advertisement above may be charged to open the plan (A) Mortgage Banker, (B) Mortgage Broker, (C) Bank, (D) S
& L, (E) Credit Union, (BA) indicates Licensed Mortgage Banker, NYS Banking Dept., (BR) indicates Registered Mortgage Broker, NYS Banking Dept., (loans arranged through third parties).
“Call for Rates” means actual rates were not available at press time. All rates are quoted on a minimum FICO score of 740. Conventional loans are based on loan amounts of $165,000. Jumbo loans
are based on loan amounts of $435,000. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Lock Days: 30-60. Annual percentage rates (APRs) are based on fully indexed rates for adjustable rate
mortgages (ARMs). The APR on your specific loan may differ from the sample used. Fees reflect charges relative to the APR. If your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value, you will
be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI. Bankrate, Inc. does not guarantee the accuracy of the information appearing above or the availability of rates and fees in this table. All rates, fees
and other information are subject to change without notice. Bankrate, Inc. does not own any financial institutions. Some or all of the companies appearing in this table pay a fee to appear in this
table. If you are seeking a mortgage in excess of $417,000, recent legislation may enable lenders in certain locations to provide rates that are different from those shown in the table above.
Sample Repayment Terms – ex. 360 monthly payments of $5.29 per $1,000 borrowed ex. 180 monthly payments of $7.56 per $1,000 borrowed. We recommend that you contact your
lender directly to determine what rates may be available to you. To appear in this table, call 800-509-4636. To report any inaccuracies, call 888-509-4636. http://lexington.interest.com
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LENDERS, TO PARTICIPATE
IN THIS FEATURE

CALL BANKRATE.COM
@ 800-509-4636

CHECK OUT OUR
CD & DEPOSIT GUIDE IN THE

SUNDAY MAIN NEWS &
MONDAY BUSINESS SECTION

COMMUNITY TRUST BANK 859-389-5350
http://www.CTBI.com

30 yr fixed 3.100 1.000 $445 20% 3.201
15 yr fixed 2.490 1.000 $445 20% 2.671
3/1 ARM 3.875 0.000 $445 20% 3.257
5/1 ARM 4.375 0.000 $445 20% 3.543
Community Trust Bank provides a variety of terms and options.
(C) 100 East Vine St., Lexington, KY 40507

CUMBERLAND VALLEY NATIONAL BANK 800-999-3126
https://mycumberlandvalleymortgage.com

30 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $1253 20% 3.311
15 yr fixed 2.500 0.000 $1201 20% 2.604
30 yr FHA Call for Rates
30 yr jumbo Call for Rates
Apply on Line today @ mycumberlandvalleymortgage.com
(C) 100 South Main St., London, KY

MSI LENDING OF LEXINGTON 859-253-5363
http://www.msilending.com

30 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $495 20% 3.274
20 yr fixed 3.125 0.000 $495 20% 3.158
15 yr fixed 2.750 0.000 $495 20% 2.793
30 yr FHA 3.250 0.000 $495 3.5% 3.274
5/1 ARM 2.875 0.000 $495 20% 2.770
(B) 271 West Short Street, Suite 510A, Lexington, KY 40507, MB83514 NMLS# 916451

PEOPLES EXCHANGE BANK 800-364-3631
http://www.pebank.com

30 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $1187 20% 3.307
15 yr fixed 2.625 0.000 $1187 20% 2.728
10 yr fixed refi 2.500 0.000 $1187 20% 2.650
30 yr FHA 3.000 0.000 $712 3.5% 3.034

(C) Lexington, Winchester, Georgetown, Richmond, Mt. Sterling, Stanton, Beattyville, Versailles and London 527664

PNC MORTGAGE, A DIVISION OF PNC BANK, NA 859-281-5237
http://www.PNCMortgage.com

30 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $850 20% 3.340
15 yr fixed 2.625 0.000 $850 20% 2.711
30 yr FHA 3.000 0.000 $890 3.5% 3.170

(B) 301 East Main Street, Lexington, KY 40507

SOUTH CENTRAL BANK 859-940-4227
http://www.southcentralbank.com

30 yr fixed Call for Rates
15 yr fixed Call for Rates

Please Call Beth Prewitt for a pre-qualification
(C) 501 South L Rogers Wells Blvd., Glasgow, KY 42142

SUNLENDINGUSA 859-233-0143
http://www.sunlendingusa.com

30 yr fixed 3.375 0.000 $415 20% 3.395
15 yr fixed 2.750 0.000 $415 20% 2.786
5/1 ARM 2.875 0.000 $415 20% 3.019

FHA, RHS, VA, Jumbo, Condo, Combo No cost refi ( >180K)
We specialize on Conventional loans with no or low cost.

(B) 1030 Monarch St., Ste 330, Lexington, KY 40513, NMLS# 1889 MB 20956

BANK OF THE BLUEGRASS & TRUST COMPANY 859-233-4500
http://www.bankofthebluegrass.com

30 yr fixed 3.375 0.000 $1025 20% 3.425
20 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $1025 20% 3.320
15 yr fixed 2.875 0.000 $1025 20% 2.964
10 yr fixed 2.875 0.000 $1025 20% 3.005
Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender. NMLS #421548
(C) 215 Southland Drive, Lexington, KY 40503 421548


