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MIDWAY — Conrado Olvera, armed 
with a tomahawk and a spear, moved in 
a decades-old rhythm.

Lean forward, cut down a stalk of 
burley tobacco with one sharp swing of 
the tobacco knife; skewer the stalk on 
a tobacco stick, being careful to avoid 
the needle-sharp metal tip; reach for the 
next stalk. Keep up the rhythm stick by 
stick, row by row, hour after hour, until 

the job is done.
This annual farm ritual is being 

played out again in Kentucky tobacco 
fields as farm workers like Olvera get 
down to the laborious job of cutting and 
housing the state’s burley crop.

It has been a long, hot and dry sum-

mer on Kentucky farms, but tobacco 
generally has fared better than corn and 
some other crops. Dry weather, how-
ever, is continuing. And burley experts 
say tobacco that hasn’t been irrigated 
might need one more good rain to as-
sure a profitable year.

“It’s terribly hard work,” Olvera, 32, 
said Wednesday as he and four compan-
ions cut tobacco in an 8-acre field on 

By Jim Warren
jwarren@herald-leader.com

Conrado Olvera thrust a stalk of tobacco on a stick as he and four others cut an 8-acre patch of the 100 acres of burley that Rick Horn is raising.

Buy photo reprints at Kentucky.com

PHOTOS BY CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

FELLED BY MAN, 
NOT DROUGHT

Tobacco fares better 
than some crops, but 

could use another rain

Tobacco sticks were piled for use on Rick Horn’s Woodford County farm. Farmers need another rain to bolster the crop.

See a photo gallery online.

 TAMPA, Fla. — With a hurricane poten-
tially drawing a bead on the Republican con-
vention city, GOP officials may soon face an 
agonizing choice: Warn delegates and guests 
to stay away, cancel one or 
more sessions or wait ner-
vously for Isaac to make up 
 its mind.

Speculation around the 
convention site was that the 
first day or two of the conven-
tion was in serious danger of 
being scrapped. The opening 
night’s session, on Monday, 
isn’t going to be carried on broadcast televi-
sion anyway, although Ann Romney, wife of 
the soon-to-be-official nominee, is scheduled 
to speak.

DECISIONS AS EARLY AS FRIDAY

Tropical 
storm could 

shorten GOP 
convention

By Paul West
Tribune Washington Bureau

AUSTIN — The U.S. Anti-Doping Agency 
said Thursday night it will strip Lance Arm-
strong of his unprecedented seven Tour de 
France titles after he declared 
he was finished fighting the 
drug charges that threaten his 
legacy as one of the greatest 
cyclists of all time.

Travis Tygart, USADA’s 
chief executive, said Arm-
strong would also be hit with 
a lifetime ban on Friday.

Still to be heard from was 
the sport’s governing body, 
the International Cycling Union, which backed 
Armstrong’s legal challenge to USADA’s au-
thority.

Armstrong, who retired last year, declined 
to enter USADA’s arbitration process — his 

CYCLIST SAYS HE’S WEARY OF BATTLE

Armstrong ends 
doping fight, 

faces loss of titles

By Jim Vertuno
Associated Press
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Do You Suffer from Migraines?
As one of the most common complaints in medicine, the migraine headache is a complex, recurrent
headache disorder. Contact Saint Joseph Neurology Associates at one of our convenient locations to
learn more about migraines and how we treat them.

KentuckyOneHealth.org
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