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FRANKFORT, Ky. — Health
care officials from throughout
Kentucky described massive
problems Wednesday with the
state’s new Medicaid managed-
care system — resulting in out-

comes they say range from outra-
geous to absurd.

“This bureaucratic nightmare
needs to change,” said Dr. Shawn
Jones, a Paducah physician and
president of the Kentucky Medi-
cal Association, speaking at a
meeting of the Senate Health and
Welfare Committee.

Jones was one of several offi-
cials who testified that it appears
any cost savings from managed
care will come at the expense of
patients.

“It appears to me the only
place the savings can come from
is the delay and denying of care,”
Jones said. “Patient care is being
delayed and, in some cases, sim-
ply prevented.”

The problems date to Nov. 1 —
the day the state hired three com-
panies to handle most Medicaid
services outside the Jefferson
County region — and include
chronically late payments, bun-
gled claims processing and con-
stant battles over new rules that

require services once routinely
covered by Medicaid to be “pre-
authorized” to guarantee pay-
ment.

Patients spend hours in physi-
cians’ waiting rooms — or get
sent home and told to return after
procedures are authorized, Jones
said. Pharmacists spend hours on
the telephone trying to get pre-
scriptions authorized, said Rob-
ert McFalls, executive director
of the Kentucky Pharmacists’ As-
sociation.

And in one recent case, a wom-
an arrived in labor at the hospital,
and the managed-care company
insisted that her care be pre-au-
thorized, said Joe Grossman,
chief financial officer of Appala-
chian Regional HealthCare,
which operates eight hospitals in
Eastern Kentucky.

“Fourteen days later, mom
and baby are home and we still
have no pre-authorization,”

Officials: Care disrupted
Medicaid changes
causing ‘nightmare’
By Deborah Yetter
dyetter@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — House
Democrats decided Wednesday
not to challenge a circuit judge’s
order that they run for re-elec-
tion in their current districts.

But they plan to ask the Ken-
tucky Supreme Court to rule on
the constitutionality of the state
legislative redistricting plan
that was struck down Tuesday by
Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip
Shepherd.

“I think probably most people
just want some end, if you will, to
this situation and want to know
where they are going to run,
when they are going to run and
who they’re going to run
against,” House Speaker Greg
Stumbo, D-Prestonsburg, said in
an interview.

There was no word on how the
Senate intends to proceed — or
whether the two chambers can
try to resolve things in different
ways.

If lawmakers run in their cur-
rent districts — and Shepherd
set Friday as the filing deadline
— the logjam that the redistrict-
ing issue has created in this
year’s General Assembly could
come to an end.

It has stopped work on impor-
tant legislation as lawmakers
waited for a plan to be put in
place and the filing deadline to
pass — meaning they would
know what kind of campaign op-
position they face this year.

“There is a … great deal of
feeling in our caucus that we
want to move on,” Stumbo said.
“If that means running in our old
districts, then so be it.”

Shepherd ruled that both the
House and Senate plans didn’t
meet constitutional “one-man,
one-vote” standards, and he or-
dered that this year’s legislative
races be run in the current dis-
tricts, which were drawn in 2002.

Dems
won’t
oppose
order
Judge wants current
district lines used
By Joseph Gerth
jgerth@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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A gay bar owner’s posting of
an image likening President Ba-
rack Obama to a chimpanzee has
roiled and divided Louisville’s
gay community, sparking an an-
gry debate about racism within
a group that is more accustomed
to being the subject of bias.

While the Fairness Campaign
and many gays criticized the

post as racist, others rallied to
the bar owner’s defense, saying
it was wrong for gays to attack
one of their own, especially giv-
en his support for people with
AIDS and other causes.

But facing a public protest
and a possible boycott, Mike
Flatt, owner of Tryangles and
Teddy Bears, issued a public
apology this week and agreed to
hold a “diversity night” at
Tryangles, 209 S. Preston St.

After initially defending the
post as a joke, Flatt sent a writ-
ten apology Tuesday to the Ken-
tuckiana Black Gay Pride Asso-
ciation and others in which he

acknowledged that the picture
was racist.

“I did not understand that at
the time,” he said. “I too grow,
make mistakes and learn some-
thing every day.”

Chris Hartman, director of
the Fairness Campaign in Louis-
ville, which brokered the apolo-
gy, said the organization always
has opposed all forms of dis-
crimination.

Keith Elston, a Lexington
lawyer who was one of dozens
who joined in denouncing the
post on “Louisville Courant,” a
blog that first reported it, said in
an interview that it is short-

sighted for people in the gay
community to “buy into racist
stereotypes and jokes because it
could come back so easily to bite
them.”

“When we are talking about
homophobia we are talking
about the same mechanisms that
drive racism and sexism and all
the other ‘-isms,’ ” he said.

Other posters condemned
Curtis Morrison, who is gay and
disclosed Flatt’s post Feb. 2 un-
der the headline: “Louisville gay
bar owner screws up, BIG
TIME.”

Posting divides gay community
Bar owner admits
image was racist
By Andrew Wolfson
awolfson@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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Federal agencies once
housed in crowded quarters
have moved into two new
buildings near Broadway and
Seventh Street in downtown
Louisville.

They were built for a total
of $12.75 million on the site
that long housed Broadway
Chevrolet, said Brice Shear-
burn, a spokesman for JDL
Castle Corp. of Winston-Sa-
lem, N.C. The company built
and owns both buildings and
leases them to the General Ser-
vices Administration, the fed-
eral government’s landlord
and property leasing agency.

The larger of the two struc-
tures, the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice Building at 717 W. Broad-
way, which cost $8.6 million
and was completed in Decem-
ber, was recently occupied.
The six-story building has
80,000 square feet, including
109 parking spaces on the first
and second floors.

Stephanie Collins, spokes-
woman for the U.S. attorney’s
office for the Western District
of Kentucky, said the office oc-
cupies the top three floors,
while the third floor awaits a
tenant. The U.S. attorney’s of-
fice has a staff of more than 80,
including about 30 lawyers.

Collins said the previous of-
fice was crowded into the up-
per levels of the old Bank of
Louisville building near Fifth
Street and Broadway, a block
from the Gene Snyder Court-
house and Custom House,
where federal courts operate.

David J. Hale, the U.S. at-
torney for the district, said,
“We’re grateful for the new,
more secure and more func-
tional space.”

Just north of that building

ELBOW ROOM

This six-story building houses offices and parking for the U.S.
attorney and staff. PHOTOS BY MATT STONE/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Building
houses the Office of Enforcement and Removal Operations.
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OFFICES: Federal
agencies gain space
in move to two new
downtown buildings
By Sheldon S. Shafer
sshafer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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Newly planted trees and
some cancer memorial
trees are threatened by
the Bowman Field tree
cutting proposal, accord-
ing to the latest news
article published in The
Courier-Journal about
the ongoing controversy.

MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from reporter
James Bruggers at Watchdog
Earth blog, www.courier-
journal.com/earthblog
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