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No one disputes that New Albany Police
Officer Jack Messer told fellow officers two
years ago that “the biggest mistake that gov-
ernment made was giving
those people (blacks) civil
rights.”

The arguments made be-
fore a panel of the Indiana
Court of Appeals on Wednes-
day centered on Messer’s
claim that the remark falls un-
der the constitutional guaran-
tee of free speech and that he
therefore should not have
been punished for it.

The New Albany Police
Merit Commission suspended
Messer for 30 days, ruling that
his comment on race amounted to conduct un-
becoming an officer.

Commission attorney Brandon Smith ar-
gued that the police department’s concern
over its ability to perform overrides the free-
speech protection in this instance.

Messer attorney Bart Betteau argued be-
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New Albany
Police Officer
Jack Messer
remains on
the force.

INDIANAPOLIS — A person with measles
may have exposed visitors at Indianapolis’
Super Bowl Village to the disease, and as
many as 3 other central Indiana residents
might have it, too.

Indiana health officials said Wednesday
that two cases are confirmed and two others
are suspected. One of the two persons with a
confirmed case was among more than 200,000
people who visited the Super Bowl Village on
Friday.

Measles has cold-like symptoms paired
with a high fever and a rash. It’s rare in the
United States because most people are immu-
nized against it.

Indiana Health Commissioner Greg Lar-
kin said symptoms take seven to10 days to ap-
pear after exposure to the virus, which is
spread through the air. Health officials are
asking people to contact their doctors if they
develop symptoms.

Those symptoms include coughing, a run-
ny nose, a full-body rash and fever. Because
most people have been immunized against
measles, those who haven’t received the vac-
cine are at highest risk for the highly conta-
gious virus.
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INDIANAPOLIS — Republican Jim
Wallace is relying on the kindness of
Democrats to get on the ballot in his run
for governor.

The Indiana State Teachers Associa-
tion, which has long been a bedrock of
support for the Democrats, has been cir-
culating petitions to help propel Wal-
lace’s run against the favorite — U.S.
Rep. Mike Pence — in the Republican

primary in May.
ISTA lobbyist Nancy Pappas, who

collected the signatures Tuesday, said
the action shouldn’t be viewed as an in-
dication of support for Wallace but de-
nied it was an effort to complicate
Pence’s run.

“You can’t read anything into it,” Pap-

pas said, adding that the ISTA has occa-
sionally supported Republicans, includ-
ing U.S. Sen. Richard Lugar and former
state schools Superintendent Sue Ellen
Reed.

The Associated Press identified at

Democrats help GOP underdog
They collect signatures
to get Wallace on ballot
By Tom LoBianco
Associated Press
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“I don’t think it’s related to that at all.
A number of teachers’ groups are
pretty supportive of our campaign.”

JIM WALLACE,

Republican gubernatorial candidate

INDIANAPOLIS — State fair officials, the
stagehands union and a company that built
the roof and lights rigging for a massive con-
cert platform all share blame for last sum-
mer’s deadly stage collapse at the Indiana
State Fair, a government investigation con-
cluded.

The Indiana Occupational Safety and
Health Administration released its report
Wednesday after a six-month probe into the
disaster. Seven people were killed and 58
were injured when a powerful storm swept
into the fairgrounds and knocked over the
outdoor stage rigging just before the country
duo Sugarland was to perform.

State Labor Commissioner Lori Torres
said OSHA’s report, the first of three inde-
pendent investigations into the Aug.13 trage-
dy, was intended to improve workplace safe-
ty, not assign blame. However, it issued small
fines against the fair, company and union and
its findings could fuel more lawsuits.

The OSHA report said Greenfield, Ind.-
based Mid-America Sound Corp. failed to ad-
equately address safety standards. It found
fair officials didn’t sufficiently plan for
emergencies and were too slow to order an
evacuation of the grounds when powerful
winds blew in ahead of a storm.

The report also said the union hadn’t ade-
quately trained members in how to work at
heights or provided them with fall protection.

None of that, however, could have neces-
sarily prevented the collapse of outdoor
stage rigging Aug. 13 when a powerful storm
swept into the fairgrounds, Torres said.

“The state fair commission believed they
had more time than they actually had based

“The state fair commission believed they had more time than they actually had
based on weather conditions.”
Indiana Labor Commissioner Lori Torres

Indiana Department o f Labor Commissioner Lori Torres and and Deputy Commissioner Jeffry S. Carter take questions from
reporters Wednesday about the IOSHA investigation into the Indiana State Fair stage collapse. Below, investigators check out
the collapsed stage on Aug. 16, 2011, where five people died from a stage collapse in high winds before the Sugarland concert
Aug. 13. THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR

BLAME SPREAD
ON COLLAPSE
IOSHA investigation cites
builder, fair officials, union
By Charles Wilson
Associated Press
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FINES ISSUED BY THE INDIANA OCCUPATIONAL
SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

$63,000
in fines were issued against Mid-America Sound Corp. for failing to
adequately address safety standards. It found fair officials didn’t
sufficiently plan for emergencies and were too slow to order an evac-
uation of the grounds when powerful winds blew in ahead of a storm.

$11,500
in fines were issued to The International Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Employees Local 30. The union was accused of five work-
place violations.

$6,300
in fines were issued to the State Fair Commission for failing to
conduct proper safety evaluations of its concert venues.

Newly planted trees and some
cancer memorial trees are threat-
ened by the Bowman Field tree
cutting proposal, according to the
latest news article published in
The Courier-Journal about the on-
going controversy.

BLOG BYTES

MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from reporter James Bruggers
at Watchdog Earth blog, www.courier-
journal.com/earthblog
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