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financial officer.
“We paid CERS the prin-

cipal amount we owed
them” when the firefighter
lawsuits settled, Rowland
said. “But we didn’t pay
them any lost interest.
They take the position that
this is our obligation (be-
cause) … if we had made
correct payments, they
would have invested it.”

Rowland briefed Louis-
ville Metro Council Presi-
dent Jim King and the
council’s Budget Commit-
tee chairwoman, Marianne
Butler, on the settlement
proposal Wednesday after-
noon, along with the ad-
ministration’s plan to pay
it.

Rowland said the coun-
cil will need to approve
both. An ordinance codify-

ing all of that could be in-
troduced as early as today.

“We just want to tell the
KRS leadership that the
mayor is in agreement with
the settlement offer, and
will make the recommen-
dation to the council that
they approve it,” Rowland
said.

Fischer spokesman
Chris Poynter said the KRS
board will also have to ap-
prove the settlement, and
will likely vote on it later
this month. No one at the
retirement system could
be reached for comment
Wednesday evening.

“The city owed … not
only back pay but conse-
quential damages under
the judgment,” said attor-
ney Ann Oldfather, who
represented the retired
firefighters in their lawsuit
against the city. “Certainly,

having underpaid the pen-
sion is a consequential
damage.”

It’s also another head-
ache for the city that is al-
ready looking at a $12 mill-
ion budget deficit that
must be balanced by June
30 — and the administra-
tion is expected to unveil
its plan to deal with that in
the coming days.

But the pension debt
was part of the projected
$30 million deficit for next
fiscal year, which begins
July 1. Rowland said that
because that debt will be
paid in the next few weeks,
next year’s deficit has been
reduced to a projected
$20 million.

However, the plan to
take $7 million from the
city’s savings account — its
so-called rainy day fund —
could be controversial with

council members.
The city currently has

about $60 million in the
bank after taking about
$4 million from the ac-
count to help pay the re-
tired firefighters. The city
paid the rest of that settle-
ment with a $10 million
loan from the Louisville
Water Co., which it owns.

Poynter said withdraw-
ing an additional $7 million
won’t harm the city’s bond
rating, which is essentially
its credit score and figures
into interest rates the city
pays when it issues bonds.

“It won’t have a signifi-
cant impact,” Poynter said.
“If we go much lower, it
would. So we can’t see us
dipping in any further.”

But King said the coun-
cil may want to explore oth-
er ideas for paying the set-
tlement so that less is taken

from the rainy day fund.
“Any time you reduce

the rainy day fund by 10
percent in one fell swoop,
it’s a concern,” King said.
“And that’s why the council
needs to take some time
and review this.

“On the other hand, if
it’s not raining right now,
it’s certainly very cloudy.”

The Fischer administra-
tion has also tapped the
city’s four vehicle replace-
ment funds before. Cur-
rently, those accounts have
a combined balance of just
under $20 million. The city
took $1.2 million from the
accounts to pay Oldfather’s
legal bill in August.

Rowland said there is
enough money in the ac-
counts to allow the pro-
posed withdrawal without
harming the city’s ability to
replace vehicles this fiscal

year or next. By fiscal year
2013-14, the city plans to be-
gin a “pay-go” system for
replacing vehicles, which
means money will have to
be included in each budget
for that purpose.

“The mayor hopes that
by then the economy will
have turned around and
we’ll start seeing some sig-
nificant revenue growth,”
Poynter said.

King said he’s comfort-
able with using money
from the vehicle replace-
ment funds to cover part of
the bill.

“That’s really nothing
more than a reserve that
has been established over
the years,” King said.
“We’re very fortunate to
have it now.”

Reporter Dan Klepal can be
reached at (502) 582-4475.
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support for the bill. They
claimed he earlier had said
he wouldn't support such
legislation.

Daniels that his position
had “evolved” because he
saw companies passing
over Indiana for its lack of
right-to-work provisions.

Union workers also
made their presence
known as the meeting be-
gan. As Daniels started
speaking, union activists
outside marched by the
windows and loudly sang,
“hey, hey, ho, ho.”

After a few minutes, a li-
brary official lowered the
shade to shut out the view
of the protesters, who soon
stopped singing.

Daniels first talked
about his book, saying it
wasoptimisticaboutAmer-
ica's future, although he is
concerned about the na-
tion’s fiscal situation.

“We are in a very dan-
gerous place in terms of the
debts we have piled up in
this country,” Daniels said.
But “if we level fully about
the fix we’re in, I think
Americans still have the
maturity to be a self-gov-
erning people. ”

After he spoke for about
10 minutes, Daniels took
questions. Other than right
to work, he was asked
about the book, health care
and other issues.

Harry Davis, a Clark
County resident, asked
about Indiana’s economic
condition.

“All we need is for the
national economy to get
into one higher gear,” Dan-
iels said, adding that the
state is now considered
“the fourth- or fifth-best
business environment in
the country.”

He also said the state’s
12,000-person increase in
employment in December
was the biggest in private-
sector employment in the
country. Daniels added that
he’s pleased that the state
now has the highest per-

centage of manufacturing
jobs in its economy among
the states.

About the area’s
bridges, he said that he’s
been told the shutdown of
the Sherman Minton
Bridge will end before the
early March deadline set
by the Indiana Department
of Transportation, but he
declined to estimate how
much sooner it would re-
open.

He also said Indiana “is
ready to go” on construc-
tion of the $1.3 billion Ohio
River bridge between Uti-
ca and Prospect, Ky. Indi-
ana is to take charge of
building that bridge, while
Kentucky oversees con-
struction of a downtown
bridge.

Daniels said he’s been
told that a Federal High-
way Administration re-
view of the plan’s latest en-
vironmental impact state-
ment will be completed “a
few weeks later” than the
March 1 deadline. But he
said he still expects Indi-
ana to choose a contractor
and financing plan for the
eastern bridge it’s to build
and break ground by year’s
end.

After the meeting, Dan-
iels told a reporter that he
believes online retailer
Amazon.com Inc. is looking
at Southern Indiana as a lo-
cation for a new distribu-
tion center. He declined to
estimate when the compa-
ny would make a decision,
but he said “they move
fast.”

Daniels signed the
books of more than 30 peo-
ple who waited in line to
chat with him briefly after
the town hall meeting.

Hewas in Southern Indi-
ana to attend the Republi-
can Party’s Lincoln Day
Dinner in Jeffersonville
later Wednesday.

Reporter Ben Zion Hershberg
can be reached at 812-949-
4032.
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Darlene Armes points to a few
far-off specks in the evening sky, a
reconnaissance team made up of a
handful of birds that swoop and dive
in a group over five acres of dense
trees off Jericho Road in La Grange.

The birds signal the beginning of
what soon becomes a mass of tens of
thousands of starlings, with some
robins and blackbirds mixed in — a
churning, swirling and cawing dark
cloud that gathers like clockwork
over about 45 minutes every night to
take roost in the trees and then fly
off in the morning.

It is the latest in a long line of no-
table starling infestations in the
Louisville area in the past 20 years
— and the latest to draw the ire of
nearby residents who complain
about noise and droppings and wor-
ry about health risks.

While this is the first time the
birds have roosted at this spot in La
Grange, starlings have a history of
returning to the same area each fall
and winter for years, occasionally
leaving on their own, but sometimes
only after the trees they nest in have
been cut down.

“It really smells bad,” Armes
said, of the acrid, damp odor of bird
droppings.

She and her husband, Billy
Armes, are trying to drive the star-

lings away, although the odds are
against them.

Armed with four noise cannons
— devices with long red tubes at-
tached to propane tanks that they
borrowed from the Kentucky De-
partment of Agriculture — they set
up each night near an apartment
complex that abuts the trees and in
their own neighborhood nearby and
blast away, hoping to scare the
birds.

The cannons shoot only sound —
blasts louder than shotgun rounds a
few seconds to a couple of minutes
apart — and after more than three
weeks of shooting, the couple and
some neighbors said they believe
the flock has moved a little farther
away.

But the only sure-fire way to
eliminate the nightly mass of birds,
experts say, would be to cut down
the trees, which are on land owned
by Lesco Design and Manufacturing
Co.

That’s not an idea the company
has considered, general manager
Mark Gibbs said. Company officials
also haven’t talked about cleaning
up the droppings, although they
have discussed the birds with the
health department.

The La Grange City Council has
attempted to find answers.

At its meeting Monday, the coun-
cil voted to spend up to $2,000 on
cannons, which likely will buy four,
to use next fall if the birds come

back.
The council also discussed

spreading lime on the ground to get
rid of the odor and hiring an out-of-
state contractor to use a spray that
would accelerate the birds’ heart
rates, making them uncomfortable
and, they hope, wanting to move on.

The La Grange starlings likely
will leave by mid-March, said Brai-
nard Palmer-Ball Jr., one of Ken-
tucky’s foremost bird experts and a
retired state terrestrial zoologist.

But for residents of the nearby
Chilewich Apartments, that’s not
soon enough.

“It is disgusting,” said Melissa
Logsdon, who worries that bacteria
from the birds and the birds’ drop-
pings, which dot cars and the apart-
ments’ grounds, will exacerbate
health issues of her 4-month-old
daughter.

The biggest concern is histoplas-
mosis, an infection caused by a fun-
gus that grows in soil contaminated
by bird droppings, said Chad Lynch,
public information officer for the
Oldham County Health Depart-
ment.

It’s a common infection in Ken-
tucky, though 95 percent of people
who are infected by the spores show
no symptoms, he said. When symp-
toms do occur, they are usually flu-
like.

Reporter Emily Hagedorn can be
reached at (502) 582-4621.

A Ky. starling invasion
Tens of thousands swoop in for an extended and unwelcome stay

A large flock of starlings are roosting in a grove of cedars off Jericho Road in La Grange, Ky., even though neighbors
are using noise cannons in an attempt to scare them away. PAM SPAULDING/THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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