
C M Y K C M Y K

FR ANKFORT, KENTUCK Y   ■    50c   ■    STATE-JOURNAL .COM 

Tonight: 20% chance of flurries, low 18 WEATHER A8

FRIDAY
JANUARY 13, 2012

INSIDE
Churches B10
Classified B7-9
Comics  B11
Editorials  A4

Obituaries  A2
Spectrum A6
Sports B1-5
TV news  B12

Do you believe the legislature 
will authorize a referendum on 
expanded gambling?
Yes, 63% No, 36%
Total votes: 161
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Yes ® No®

WEEKLY POLL
Gambling vote

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Some Kentucky kinder-
garteners could start the 
school a year later than ex-
pected if legislation succeeds 
in pushing the birthday cut-
off back two months.

Senate Bill 24 would re-
quire that kids turn 5 by 
Aug. 1 to enroll in kinder-
garten that fall. If approved, 
it would take effect with the 
2013-2014 school year.

The bill cleared the fi rst 
hurdle Thursday with near 
unanimous approval by the 
Senate Education Commit-
tee.

The current Oct. 1 cutoff 
has been in place since 1980, 
said Lisa Gross, spokeswom-

an for the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education. 

She said the change could 
increase enrollment, but her 
department doesn’t have a 
strong stance on the legisla-
tion.

The bill’s sponsor, Repub-
lican Sen. Jimmy Higdon 
of Lebanon, told commit-
tee members Thursday that 
parents and teachers have 
pressed him about changing 
the cutoff for years.

The Kentucky Education 
Association, which repre-
sents teachers statewide, is 
behind the move. 

President Sharron Oxen-
dine says her organization 

Change proposed 
to kindergarten 
enrollment age
Bill would push it back 2 months

See AGE, A7

Nearly 1,000 county voters redistricted
Peaks Mill, Swallowfield get new representation after controversial plan is OK’d
BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Voters in Peaks Mill and 
Swallowfi eld have new rep-
resentation after the state 
House approved a redis-
tricting plan vehemently 
opposed by a number of Re-
publican lawmakers Thurs-
day.

Frankfort Democrat-
ic Rep. Derrick Graham 
picked up the two precincts 
from Rep. Carl Rollins, D-
Midway, as part of the new-

ly drawn district lines in 
Franklin County. It’s a shift 
of about 1,000 registered 
voters, mostly Democrats.

“A lot of people in the 
county, when it got divided 
up many years ago, were re-
ally upset,” Graham said af-
ter the House approved the 
plan by a 63-34 vote. “This 
way, it puts more of the area 
in the 57th district.”

Rollins, who also repre-
sents Woodford County and 
part of Fayette, keeps five 

districts in southeastern 
Franklin County.

The moves kept Graham’s 
district solely in Franklin 
County. The House must re-
draw boundaries for its 100 
districts every 10 years to re-
fl ect population shifts.

“I hated to lose (Peaks 
Mill and Swallowfi eld), but 
Derrick will do a good job 
representing them,” Rollins 
said.

But the new map faced 
fierce opposition from 

House Republicans. Some 
will now face fellow law-
makers in November’s leg-
islative elections.

Republican Floor Leader 
Jeff Hoover said a legal chal-
lenge is a possibility on con-
stitutional grounds if the 
measure isn’t overhauled in 
the GOP-controlled Senate 
where it now goes for con-
sideration.

“We will look at any and 
all options that may be 
available to challenge it,” 

Hoover said.
The plan sets up poten-

tial Republican vs. Repub-
lican races in three House 
districts. One unfortunate 
Republican would face pow-
erful House Democratic 
Floor Leader Rocky Adkins 
in northeastern Kentucky.

Reacting to heated criti-
cism, House Speaker Greg 
Stumbo, D-Prestonsburg, 
said population changes, 

See REDISTRICTING, A7

(AP) — About $500,000 in 
state property cannot be ac-
counted for by the Kentucky 
Department of Agriculture, 
according to a review of in-
ventory records by the Lex-
ington Herald-Leader.

The records show that 
more than 100 state comput-
ers are missing. Those in-
clude four new laptops that 
were issued to former Agri-
culture Commissioner Rich-
ie Farmer in 2010.

New Agriculture Com-
missioner James Comer on 
Wednesday announced that 
he had asked the state audi-
tor to thoroughly review the 
department.

“This is further evidence 
of the cloud of suspicion 
that hangs over the Depart-

Nearly $500K 
in missing 
equipment

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Including 4 
new laptops

See MISSING, A7

LIST OF MISSING 
PROPERTY

nFour Dell Latitude ES400 
laptop computers, valued at a 
combined $4,727, according 
to the state

n24-inch fl at-panel monitor, 
valued at $679 and listed as 
lost by the department

nHP Offi ceJet printer, not 
returned from home

n$890 Dell computer, listed 
as lost

n$1,595 Sharp fax machine, 
listed as lost

n$3,630 Lexmark color 
printer, listed as lost

nGarmin GPS, not returned

List continued on A7

MLK day for refl ection, action
Gov. Beshear, speaker stress importance of education, good citizenship
BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Kentuckians should use 
Monday’s Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day to not only remember 
the civil rights leader, but al-
so to emulate his work, said 
Roszalyn Akins, the keynote 
speaker at Thursday’s state 
celebration.

“All of us can explore the 
King in us by answering the 
call to make a difference in 
our very own communities 
and cities,” she said to a gath-
ering of about 125 state offi -
cials, community members 
and award winners at the 
Thomas D. Clark Center for 

See MLK, A8

Roszalyn 
M. Akins 
speaks 
at the Dr. 
Martin 
Luther King, 
Jr. Annual 
Celebration 
Thursday 
afternoon at 
the Thomas 
D. Clark 
Center for 
Kentucky 
History. 

TRICIA 
SPAULDING/
TSPAULDING@ 
STATE-JOUR-
NAL.COM

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

It wasn’t exactly a bliz-
zard, but Thursday’s wintry 
weather was enough to bring 
slick roads, school cancella-
tions, travel woes and doz-
ens of road accidents locally 
in the season’s fi rst snow. 

Icy condit ions were 
enough for Franklin Coun-
ty Public Schools to cancel 
classes, along with Frankfort 
Christian Academy, but Cap-
ital Day School, Good Shep-
herd School, and Frankfort 
Independent Schools remain 
open. The state legislature 
announced Thursday that 
all Friday meetings would be 
canceled. 

Franklin County Sher-
iff Pat Melton said the de-
partment got about 25 calls 
on motor vehicle accidents 
between 6 p. m. and 9 p.m. 
Thursday.

“We had me and fi ve depu-
ties out and we were nonstop 
for three hours,” Melton said. 
“All we did was run from call 
to call to call.”

More than 100 comment-
ed on the sheriff’s Facebook 
page, reported slick roads 
or accidents in their area. A 
message posted around 8 
p.m. Thursday from the de-
partment’s Director of Ad-
ministration Craig Blanton, 
who runs the page, urged 
people to stay home. 

“Roads are horrendous all 
See SNOW, A8

Winter weather hits hard
Officials: ‘Roads are horrendous all over Franklin County’

John Mor-
gan and 
Tim Gibson 
work to 
clear and 
salt steps 
on Ken-
tucky State 
University’s 
campus Fri-
day morn-
ing. Franklin 
County 
Sheriff Pat 
Melton said 
the depart-
ment got 
about 25 
calls on mo-
tor vehicle 
accidents 
between 
6 p. m. 
and 9 p.m. 
Thursday 
because of 
the wintry 
conditions.

HANNAH REEL/
HREEL@STATE-
JOURNAL.COM

KDVA, FIRST LADY SET HIGH GOAL 
FOR ‘SHOP AND SHARE’ DAY  LOCAL A5


