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LOUISVILLE BOOSTS
NARCOTICS BUSTS

Increase in police unit size and shift in targeting
dealers pay off in bigger seizures, more arrests

Fornearlysixmonths, theLouisvillenar-
cotics officers built their case, patient-
ly gathering the intelligence that led
them on the evening of Feb. 28 to stake

out a home on Chenoweth Run Road.
As they readied their request for a search

warrant, two people bolted from the home and
sped off. When the narcotics officers stopped
Rayshawn Jackson for speeding, they found
$10,000. In the other car, driven by Brent Good-
man, there was about 285 pounds of marijuana.

By the time the investigation was complete,
police had seized 402 pounds of marijuana,
about $48,000 cash, 276 bottles of steroids,
about 5,000 other pills and two new cars.

Now Jackson and Goodman, along with two
other people, face federal drug charges.

Maj. Jim Harper, the Narcotics Unit com-
mander, says such drug busts are becoming
more frequent because of changes the police
department made last year in its strategy and
staffing.

LMPD added 11 detectives to the narcotics
unit, resulting in what may be the unit’s biggest
year ever for drug seizures and arrests, police
officials say.

The unit now has 61 detectives and com-
manders, the largest it’s been in years.

In 2011, the unit made 1,377 felony arrests,
up from 944 in 2010. It also seized more than
$2 million in drug money, far outpacing the
nearly $600,000 seized the previous year.

Police are seizing more cash, weapons and most drugs since enlarging the Narcotics Unit.

See LMPD, Page A4
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Southern Indiana:
Cloudy today, 30%
chance of showers.
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tomorrow.
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WASHINGTON — Social Securi-
tyisrushingevenfastertowardin-
solvency, driven by retiring baby
boomers,aweakeconomyandpol-
iticians’ reluctance to take painful
action to fix the huge retirement
and disability program.

The trust funds that support
SocialSecuritywillrundryin2033
— three years earlier than previ-
ously projected — the govern-
ment said Monday.

There was no change in the
year Medicare’s hospital insur-
ancefundisprojectedtorunoutof
money:2024.Theprogram’strust-
ees, however, said the pace of
Medicare spending continues to
accelerate. Congress last year en-
acteda2percentcutforMedicare,
the main reason the trust fund’s
exhaustion date did not advance.

The trustees who oversee both
programs said high energy prices
aresuppressingworkers’wages,a
trend they see continuing. They
also expect people to work fewer
hours than previously projected,
even after the economy recovers.
Both trends would lead to lower
payroll tax receipts, which sup-
port both programs.

Unless Congress acts — and
forcefully—payments tomillions

Retiree
fund
drying
up fast
U.S.: Social Security
insolvency hastens
By Stephen Ohlemacher
Associated Press

SOCIAL SECURITY
Who gets benefits: More
than 56 million retirees, dis-
abled workers, spouses and
surviving children of deceased
workers.
How it’s financed: Employers
and employees each pay a 6.2
percent tax on the first
$110,000 of wages. Congress
temporarily reduced the work-
er portion of the tax to 4.2
percent for 2011 and 2012.
Average monthly benefit:
$1,232 for retirees; $1,111 for
disabled workers. Benefits are
indexed for inflation.

MEDICARE
Who’s covered: About 50 mil-
lion beneficiaries, including
retirees 65 and older and
younger people with perma-
nent disabilities.
How it’s financed: Employers
and employees each pay a 1.45
percent tax on all wages.
Medicare beneficiaries pay
monthly premiums for out-
patient and prescription cov-
erage. The government’s
general fund also covers an
increasing share of the cost.
Average spending: About
$12,500 a year per beneficiary,
but Medicare spending is
skewed toward the sickest
people.

See FUND, Page A4

Indiana’s 9th Congressional
District has become known
among political observers as the
“Bloody 9th” for hard-fought
battles over a seat that’s changed
hands four times since 1999.

But the U.S. House race is off
the national radar this spring de-
spite a wide-open Democratic
primary May 8 among five can-
didates hoping to challenge Re-
publican Todd Young in Novem-
ber.

The reason? Political handi-
cappers say it’s because Young,
who knocked off U.S. Rep. Baron
Hill, D-Seymour, in 2010, has a
huge lead out of the gate with a
$1 million war chest in a district
where newly redrawn bound-
aries favor GOP candidates.

Combine that with other pre-
dictors of a strong Republican
showing in Indiana — President
Barack Obama’s relative unpop-
ularity and Republican guberna-
torial contender Mike Pence
atop the state ballot — and that
“means that Todd Young should
see a substantial sophomore
surge in votes,” said William Ku-
bik, a political science professor
at Hanover College.

The nonpartisan, Washing-
ton-based newsletter Rothen-
berg Political Report rates the
House seat as “safe” for Repub-
licans.

For his part, Hill made it clear
after his loss to Young that he
would not pursue the seat again.

Democrats
field five
wanting to
face Young
Reasons cited in 9th
District House race
By Grace Schneider
gschneider@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See 9TH DISTRICT, Page A4

CHICAGO — What do hospitals
charge to remove an appendix?
Thestartlingansweristhatitcould
bethesameasthepriceofarefrig-
erator — or a house.

It’s a common, straightforward
operation, so you might expect
charges to be similar no matter
wherethesurgerytakesplace.Yet
a California study found huge dis-
paritiesinpatients’bills—$1,500to
$180,000, with an average of
$33,000.

The researchers and other ex-
perts say the results aren’t unique
to California and illustrate a bro-
ken system.

“There’s no method to the mad-
ness,” said lead author Dr. Renee

In hospitals,
prices lack
surgeons’
precision
By Lindsay Tanner
Associated Press

See HOSPITALS, Page A2
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ARKANSAS HIRES EX-U OF L COACH JOHN L. SMITH AS INTERIM PETRINO REPLACEMENT SPORTS | C1

*Loan example as of 3/15/2012: $150,000 30-year fixed rate mortgage loan. 4.232% Annual Percentage Rate with 360 payments of $726.97. Primary checking account with automatic deduction of loan payment required for promotional closing costs. $999 closing costs
does not include title insurance. Maximum loan amount $417,000. Terms, costs and rates subject to change daily. Limited time offer. Loan subject to underwriting and approval. Examples exclude partial month’s interest and do not include monthly taxes and homeowner’s
insurance so your actual payment may be greater. Republic Bank NMLS #402606.

You can still refinance your
home at today’s low rates!

Call us today at
584-3600 or

888-584-3600
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