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St. Louis Post-Dispatch editorial

The U.S. Senate is  taking up this 
week the crucial 2012 farm bill. This 
inordinately complex legislation is 
projected to cost $969 billion over 
the next 10 years, about $24 billion 
less than the cost of extending the 
soon-to-expire existing farm bill. 

Big agriculture and its deep-
pocketed lobbyists support the new 
bill, having accepted deep cuts in 
direct crop subsidies in exchange for 
legislators “protecting and strength-
ening” crop insurance 
programs. Industry 
considers the latter 
its safety net against 
adverse weather and un-
predictable fluctuations 
of global commodities 
prices.  

It’s less of a safety 
net than a security 
blanket that shifts risks 
to taxpayers and guar-
antees farmers substan-
tial profits. That must 
change; otherwise, the 
cost of the new insur-
ance programs could 
greatly exceed Congres-
sional Budget Office 
estimates, leaving the 
federal government on 
the hook. 

In a particularly cruel 
twist, the bill pays for these new 
programs in part by taking food out 
of the mouths of poor children. 

Farm bills are the longtime 
home of the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program — food 
stamps. The proposal strips $4.5 
billion from the SNAP program 
over 10 years, even as the strug-
gling economy has record numbers 
of Americans seeking food stamps 

to help feed their families. The re-
ductions would eliminate about $90 
worth of groceries a month from 
the kitchens of low-income families. 
According to Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand, D-N.Y., who is introducing 
an amendment to restore the SNAP 
funds, half of those who benefit 
from the program are children. 

The Obama White House is sup-
porting the bill, S. 3240, sponsored 
by Sen. Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich., 
who chairs the Senate Agriculture 

Committee. The ad-
ministration opposes 
the SNAP reductions, 
however, and wants 
the cost of crop 
insurance reduced. 

Existing crop 
insurance programs 
already are out of 
whack. If crop yields 
fall short of projec-
tions, farmers collect 
from the govern-
ment. If harvest 
prices fall short of 
projections, farm-
ers collect. To make 
sure that farmers can 
afford the premiums, 
the government pays 
an average of 60 
percent of the cost. 
To make sure private 

companies offer the insurance, the 
government pays their commissions 
and administrative costs. 

As one Minnesota farmer told 
The New York Times last week, “I 
can farm on low-quality land that I 
know is not going to produce and 
still turn a profit.” 

The farm bill needs a lot of 
work before it merits the support 
of the American people. 

TOM TOLES, THE WASHINGTON POST 

Find ways to fight 
price-gouging 
at the pump

Here they go again; lulling us 
into a false sense of hope as gas 
prices fell to a semi-tolerable $3.29 a 
gallon. Then, in the blink of an eye, 
the price skyrockets to $3.65, well 
above the current national average.

Am I the only person whose an-
ger over this — and I will use the 
realistic phrase — price-gouging 
has long reached the boiling point? 

I travel to Abingdon, Va., most 
weekends and never have I seen gas 
prices jump so extremely as they 
do here.

Mayor Jim Gray, are you going 
to continue to accept this as nor-
mal fluctuation of the market or has 
anyone else besides me challenged 
this as an unacceptable strain on 
every working person’s hard-earned 
dollar? 

I also have an idea on how the 
city could save on this high-dollar 
gas. In the past, Lexington really 
looks beautiful after mowers have 
completed their cutting along the 
public byways. But I have to admit 
I much prefer tall grass to the 
chopped-up litter that is exposed 
these days. 

Current citizens of Lexington 
don’t seem to have the same re-
spectful admiration of the Bluegrass 
that used to flourish around here. 
Maybe it’s best to keep things over-
grown and save gas in the process.

Laura Jean Spence
Lexington

Gas-price paradox
On May 15, I drove to Lexington 

and noted gas was $3.54 per gallon. 
Two hours later, every station had 
raised the price to $3.75. On the 
same day a barrel of oil fell $1.70. 

Why doesn’t the Kentucky at-
torney general look into this obvious 
price fixing?

Philip French
Richmond

Health vs. corporations
Which is more important to 

our U.S. senators: the health of 
Kentuckians or the profits of big 
campaign contributors?

The Senate has before it Joint 
Resolution 37, a measure that 
would block new environmental 
protections adopted after years of 
study. 

These regulations reduce emis-
sions into air and water of mercury, 
hydrogen fluoride, chromium, 
nickel and other heavy metals that 
are known or suspected causes 
of human and animal cancer and 
whose effects include deterioration 
of the central nervous system and 

kidneys. 
In other words, the regulation SJ 

Res. 37 seeks to block improves our 
health protection.

Unfortunately, the carbon chemi-
cal and power industries oppose the 
changes because it may require some 
producers to modify equipment.

Will Sens. Mitch McConnell 
and Rand Paul vote to protect our 
health or sacrifice it for the benefit 
of the large corporate oligarchs who 
are trying to control Congress?

Alvin Goldman
Lexington

Have a ‘Grand Night’
Just a note to urge friends and 

music lovers to not miss this year’s 
edition of “It’s a Grand Night for 
Singing” at the Singletary Center 
for the Arts. 

If you’ve been before, as I have, 
you’ll find this 20th-year show as 
exciting and fresh as any. 

If you have not ever attended 
Grand Night, now is the time. 
Phenomenal talent — Metropolitan 
Opera-sized talent — is showcased 
in a fun, fast-paced and entertaining 
way that anybody will enjoy.

Bring the family; you’ll be glad 
you did.

Jim Hanna
Lexington

D-Day forgotten
Surely I just overlooked it. I 

looked and looked but to no avail. 
Have we so easily forgotten what 

they did for us on that morning of 
June 6, 1944? I suppose now it’s 
been so long ago that it doesn’t 
matter anymore. There were only 
a few thousand killed and so what 
— it’s over now and surely no one 
remembers or cares anymore.

Is that what it’s come down to?
Just a line with the date and 

“never forget” under it would have 
been nice, but no — nothing on 
that day. Shame.

David Watts
Lexington

Not so fast, please
The Herald-Leader’s news story 

and editorial reporting and ap-
plauding Bluegrass HealthFirst and 
Lexington-Fayette County Health 
Department’s move to open a clinic 
on Southland Drive with the award 
of an $11.7 million grant award is 
not such good news to me.

While the Herald-Leader may 
be “optimistic that the right deci-
sion has been made and that the 
impasse between the boards of 
HealthFirst and the health depart-
ment over the site selection might 
actually have served a useful pur-
pose since it led to this decision,” 
the opinion sounds damning in its 
faint praise.

Since the award was announced 
nearly two years ago, and the 

agency must spend the money 
before August, it appears as if the 
board operated inefficiently and 
ineffectively in coming to any deci-
sion and must now act hastily. 

This is supported by HealthFirst 
board chair Thomas Lester’s quotes 
in the May 31 story: “the group 
would waste no time preparing for 
renovations” and “we are going to 
need to get to work tomorrow.”

Not so fast, please. While, the 
details of the lease cannot be re-
leased until the closing documents 
are finalized, in the wider inter-
est of the community, we deserve 
engagement and outreach from this 
group before a final decision. 

Only with community involve-
ment can we be certain that this is, 
as the Herald-Leader thinks, “good 
news for Lexington.”

Michael Galbraith
Lexington

Sheriff fills a need
“Sheriff’s office redundant”? 

“Duties can be done by the police 
and jail guards?” (May 20 Readers’ 
Views).

Now more than ever, we need 
the sheriff operating with our po-
lice, given such a thin line. 

Just recently, Sheriff Kathy Witt 
relieved the police department by 
taking over funeral escorts; before 
that, relieving the city clerk of tax 
collection.

Our Sheriff’s Office is a re-
source, always quick to respond as 
a backup. Ice storms, plane crashes, 
berserk fans — Witt is always there 
with well-trained deputies.  

Paul McCauley
Lexington

Another one goes free
It disgusts me that John Ed-

wards, another rich white man, has 
broken the law and skated free. 

I am a veteran. I served my 
country so we can enjoy life in a 
democratic society that treats all 
Americans equal under our laws.

You average man, the 99 percent 
of us, would be buried under some 
institution for 20 or 30 years if we 
committed the actions that Ed-
wards got away with.

When are we going to demand 
that everyone be held accountable 
for their actions? When are we go-
ing to stand together and demand 
our voices be heard?

Do not remain complacent. 
Stand up and make them listen. 
Vote them out of office. Maybe 
then we will one day live in a true 
democracy, and not this sham that 
our elected officials have created. I 
would be proud to see that happen 
before I die. 

Vote, or remain silent. Justice 
for all Americans. While we are at 
it, let’s bust those Wall Street fat 
cats.

Paul Coffey
Lawrenceburg
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After being sent into the hell 
of war on repeated deployments 
to Iraq and Afghanistan, veterans 
deserve better than the purgatory of 
a grinding, callous bureaucracy.

The increase in military suicides 
is a sign of a system that is cracking 
under the demands of two lengthy 
wars.

Service members are falling to 
suicide this year at a rate of one a 
day — more than are dying at the 
hands of enemy combatants in Af-
ghanistan and more than in recent 
years.

Suicide is an 
extreme expres-
sion of a range 
of psychological 
and physical 
ills, including 
alcoholism, drug 
abuse and do-
mestic violence, 
besetting veter-
ans of Iraq and 
Afghanistan and their families. 

The time it takes to qualify for 
benefits and treatment has actu-
ally increased since the scandalous 
neglect of veterans at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center was exposed 
five years ago, said Senate Veteran 
Affairs Committee Chair Patty Mur-
ray, D-Wash., at a hearing Wednes-
day.

Murray said victims of post-trau-
matic stress disorder who fought 
in Iraq and Afghanistan are being 
labeled as malingerers by military 
officials and sent into the civilian 
world with no treatment.

In response to such concerns and 
the alarming suicide numbers pub-
lished last week, Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta said he has ordered 
every branch of the military to re-
view how it diagnoses mental health 
disorders. The Army has already 

undertaken such a review.
Better than nothing, we suppose, 

but it’s still a tinkering response 
when a major overhaul is needed.

The psychological and physical 
effects of combat, especially the 
closed head injuries produced by 
hidden explosives in the Mideast 
wars, explain many of the suicides. 

But far from all of them: there 
have been more suicides by military 
members who have never deployed 
than by those who have been in 
combat.

Aside from the humanitarian 
and moral obliga-
tions to our service 
men and women, 
the alarming rate 
of suicide among 
active-duty person-
nel raises troubling 
questions about the 
military’s readiness 
and management.

Without a mili-
tary draft, sacrifice for the post-9/11 
wars has been closely held.

Unlike earlier wars, Americans 
were not asked to pay the finan-
cial costs of rooting al-Qaida from 
Afghanistan or for the misadventure 
in Iraq. Instead of raising taxes as 
we’ve done to pay for every other 
war, we got more tax cuts.

On Wednesday, Panetta also said 
it had been a mistake to wage the 
Iraq war on borrowed money.

“You just put the burden on our 
kids for the future,” he said. Offi-
cials and citizens must instead “real-
ize that we all bear that burden.”

Members of the all-volunteer 
military, who have borne the burden 
of multiple deployments for all of 
us, should not also have to fight 
a military establishment that is 
apathetic and sometimes outright 
hostile to their wounds and needs.

Military suicides 
demand action 

Farm bill needs work

Service members deserve better care
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Service members are falling to 
suicide at a rate of one a day — 

more than are dying at the 
hands of enemy combatants in 
Afghanistan and more suicides 

than in recent years.
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